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11 April 2012 
 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Ordinary Meeting 
Wednesday, 18 April 2012 

Open Day at 5.30pm 
Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Open day 

 

 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 

Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 

business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 

 

Members of the public may address the Committee Meeting at Open Day.  Speakers are given 

5 minutes to outline any issue of relevance to the Council.  If you wish to speak at Open Day 

please contact the Mayor’s Office on 1300 765 002 or 02 6378 2850 by 3.00 pm on the day of the 

meeting.  Alternatively, please make yourself known to the Manager Governance prior to the 

commencement of the meeting. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

PO BOX 156 

MUDGEE  NSW  2850 

 

86 Market Street MUDGEE 

109 Herbert Street GULGONG  

77 Louee Street RYLSTONE  

 

Ph:  1300 765 002 or (02) 6378 2850   

Fax:  (02) 6378 2815 

Email:  council@midwestern.nsw.gov.au 
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Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 

In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should 

declare an interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors 

should leave the Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 4 April 2012 

COUNCIL DECISION: 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4 April 2012, Minute Nos 130/12 to 148/12 be 

taken as read and confirmed. 

 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting are attached: 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
Held at the Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee 

on Wednesday 4 April 2012, commencing at 5.42 pm and concluding at 5.52 pm 

 

 
PRESENT Cr D Kennedy (Mayor), Cr R Holden, Cr E Lang, Cr EE Martens (AM), 

Cr PA Shelley, Cr JP Thompson, Cr MB Walker, Cr JK Weatherley. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE General Manager (W Bennett), Group Manager Mid-Western Operations 
(B Cam), Group Manager Development and Community Services 
(C Van Laeren), Acting Group Manager Finance and Administration 
(L Johnson), Manager Governance (I Roberts) 
 

MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Representatives from the Mudgee Guardian / The Weekly  and Radio 2MG. 

Item 1: Apologies 

An apology was received for the absence of Councillor Webb. 
 

130/12   MOTION: Holden/Martens 
 
 The apology for the absence of Councillor Webb be accepted and leave of 

absence be granted. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 

Councillor Walker declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 4: Matters in 
Progress “Cost of Water – Mudgee Race Club Inc” in that he is President of the 
Mudgee Race Club Inc. 
 
Councillor Walker declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 6.2.10 “Wet 
and Dry Plant hire Tender 2010/05 Additional Contractor” in that he is a 
contractor for this tender. 
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Item 3:  Confirmation of Minutes 

131/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Lang 

 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 21 March 2012 (Minute 

Nos. 99/12 to 129/12) be taken as read and confirmed. 

 

The motion was put and carried. 

Item 4: Matters in Progress 

132/12   MOTION: Shelley/Holden 
 
   That Min. No. COM.61/11 be noted as completed. 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

 
133/12   MOTION: Shelley/Holden 
 
   That Minute no. COR.27/11 be noted as completed. 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 
Councillor Walker declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in that he is the President of the Mudgee 
Race Club inc. left the meeting at 6.44pm and did not participate in discussions of vote in relation to this 
matter. 
 
134/12   MOTION: Shelley/Holden 
 
   That Minute no. 254/09 be noted as completed. 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 
Councillor Walker returned to the meeting at 6.45pm. 
 
135/12   MOTION: Shelley/Martens 
 
   That Minute no. 146/11 be noted as completed. 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

Item 5:  Mayoral Minutes 

There was no Mayoral Minute. 
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Item 6: General Business 

3.2 6.1 NOTICES OF MOTION 

6.1.1 HARDSHIP PROVISION 
A0100055, A0100035   

136/12 MOTION:  Holden/Martens 

 

That Council immediately review its Hardship Provision – Rates and 

Charges Policy and also review the application form required to be 

completed by the ratepayer seeking hardship assistance. 

The motion was put and carried. 

3.3 6.2 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

6.2.1 DA0177/2012 - BELLEVUE ROAD SUBDIVISION 
A0100055, P0582661 

137/12 MOTION:  Thompson/Lang 
 
That: 
 
1. The report by Council’s Environmental Town Planner on 

Development Application No. DA0177/2012 – Proposed 21 Lot 
Residential Subdivision 21-29 Bellevue Road Mudgee be received; 

2. That Development Application No. DA0177/2012 be determined by 
way of consent subject to the following conditions of consent; 

 

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT 

 

1. This consent relates to the subdivision of Lot 58 DP 756894 into 
twenty-one residential Torrens title allotments, as illustrated on the 
plans, specifications and supporting documentation received by 
Council stamped with reference to this consent, as modified by the 
following conditions.  The development shall be carried out in 
accordance with this consent. 

 
2. The development is to be carried out generally in accordance with 

the stamped approved plans Ref H502MU, Numbered 1 of 1 dated 
28/2/2012 including any Amendments made in red. 

 
 Notes: 
 
  Any alteration to the plans and/or documentation shall be 

submitted for the approval of Council.  Such alterations may 
require the lodgement of an application to amend the consent 
under s96 of the Act, or a fresh development application. No works, 
other than those approved under this consent, shall be carried out 
without the prior approval of Council. 

 
3. Where there is an inconsistency between the documents lodged 

with this application and the following conditions, the conditions 
shall prevail to the extent of that inconsistency. 

 
4. Under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979, a 

Subdivision Certificate is required before the linen plan of 
subdivision can be registered with the Land Titles Office. A 
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separate Subdivision Certificate will be required for each 
respective stage of development 

 

NOTE:  

Council’s fee to issue a Subdivision Certificate is set out in Council’s fees 

and charges. 

 

PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATE 

 

5. A detailed engineering design supported by plans, and an 
“Autocad compatible” Plan, (in dwg format including pen-map),  
material samples, test reports and specifications is to be prepared 
in accordance with AUS-SPEC #1 (as modified by Mid Western 
Regional Council) and the conditions of this development consent.  
The engineering design is to be submitted to and approved by 
Council or an Accredited Certifier prior to the issue of a 
Construction Certificate. 

 
6. A site supervisor is to be nominated by the applicant prior to issue 

of the Construction Certificate. A Traffic Control Plan (TCP) 
completed by a “Certified Person” for implementation during 
works is to be submitted to Mid Western Regional Council prior to 
any work commencing. Contractor’s insurance cover for a 
minimum of $10,000,000 is to be sighted and to be shown to Mid 
Western Regional Council as an interested party. 

 
7. The applicant is to provide the total length of Roadwork, Piped 

Stormwater Drainage, Sewer and Water lines, prior to issue of the 
Construction Certificate. 

 
8. All work is to be at no cost to Council. 
 
9.  A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for the 

development is to be prepared and implemented in accordance 
with the LANDCOM guidelines and requirements as outlined in the 
latest edition of “Soils and Construction – Managing Urban 
Stormwater”.  The CEMP is to at a minimum address the following 
points: 
— Drainage reserves are to be turfed. 
— Single strip of turf to be laid behind kerb and gutter. 
— Saving available topsoil for reuse in the revegetation phase of 

the subdivision; 
— Using erosion control measures to prevent on-site damage; 
— Rehabilitating disturbed areas quickly; 
— Maintenance of erosion and sediment control structures; 
— A schedule of operations is to be submitted to ensure all 

appropriate works are undertaken at the correct stage; 
— Details of fill including source material and compaction 

methods; 
— Details of construction methods relating to the prevention and 

mitigation of groundwater disturbance and salinity. 
 

10. The applicant is to submit a Drainage Report prepared in 
accordance with the Institution of Engineers publication Australian 
Rainfall and Run-off to Council for approval prior to the release of 
the Construction Certificate.  The report must demonstrate that 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 7 

 
storm water runoff from the site is not increased beyond the 
existing undeveloped state up to and including a 100-year ARI. All 
storm water detention details including analysis shall be included 
with the drainage report. 

 
11. The submission to Council of engineering design plans for any 

road works. Such plans shall include pavement and wearing 
surface investigation and design, sedimentation and erosion 
control plans, a detailed construction plan.  These plans are to be 
approved by the Council prior to the issue of a Construction 
Certificate. 

 
12. All road pavements shall be designed by a Professional Civil 

Engineer and based upon soil tests performed by a registered 
NATA soils Laboratory and the traffic loading in accordance with 
AUS-SPEC #1 (as modified by Mid Western Regional Council). 

 

GENERAL CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE CARRYING OUT OF WORKS 

 

13. No construction is to commence before a Construction Certificate 
is issued for the subdivision works.  The works are to be 
constructed in accordance with the conditions of this consent and 
the plans and specifications referred to in the Construction 
Certificate. 

14. All relevant measures specified in the Construction Environmental 
Management Plan are to be in place prior to the commencement of 
works.  

 
15. All earthworks, filling, building, driveways or other works, are to be 

designed and constructed (including stormwater drainage if 
necessary) so that at no time will any ponding of stormwater occur 
on adjoining land as a result of this development. 

 
 
16. Any soil / water retention structures are to be constructed prior to 

the bulk stripping of topsoil, to ensure sediment from the whole 
site is captured. 

 
17. All works are to be constructed at the full cost of the developer, in 

a manner consistent with Aus-Spec #1 and Council’s standard 
drawings.  

 
18. The applicants shall, at their own expense, engage a registered 

surveyor to relocate any survey mark that may be disturbed by the 
development or any associated work.   Any information regarding 
relocation should be supplied to the Land Titles Office and 
Council. 

 
19. If any aboriginal artefacts are uncovered or identified during 

construction earthworks, such work is to cease immediately and 
the local aboriginal community and National Parks and Wildlife 
Service are to be notified.   

 
 Note:  
  A suitably qualified person would be required to be present during 

earthworks to identify whether any artefacts were uncovered. 
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ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 

 

20. Following completion of all engineering works, a bond of 5% of the 
value of such works (not carried out by Council) or a minimum of 
$2000, whichever is the greater, shall be lodged with Council.  

 
 The bond may be provided by way of a monetary deposit with the 

Council or a bank guarantee to the satisfaction of the Council.  If 
the applicant chooses to provide a bank guarantee, the guarantee 
must not specify any time limitations on the operation of the 
guarantee. 

 
ROADS 
 
21. The new road in the subdivision is to be constructed in accordance 

with the following:  
 

Item Requirement 

Road Reserve width 16 m 

Pavement Width 8 m 

Footpath Width 4 m 

Concrete Footpaths N/A 

Seal Two-coat flush seal -14/7 mm (Double/ 

Double) as required 

Kerb & Gutter Roll back concrete kerb & gutter 

Subsoil Drainage Behind kerb if required 

Underground 

Drainage 

Where gutter flow exceeds 2.5 metres 

during minor events or adjacent to 

intersections. 

 

22. Bellevue Road is to be upgraded for the full frontage of the 
subdivision in accordance with the following:  

 

Item Requirement 

Road Reserve width 20m 

Pavement Width Half (6.5 m) 

Footpath Width 4.5 m 

Concrete Footpaths 1.2 Wide 

Seal Two-coat flush seal -14/7 mm (Double/ 

Double) as required 

Kerb & Gutter Roll back concrete kerb & gutter 

Subsoil Drainage Behind kerb if required 

Underground 

Drainage 

Where gutter flow exceeds 2.5 metres 

during minor events or adjacent to 

intersections. 

 

23. The intersection treatment is to include Give ways signs and traffic 
calming devices such as blisters to reduce the speed environment. 
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24. Vehicular entrances comprising kerb laybacks (where roll kerb and 

gutter does not exist) are to be provided each lot at a suitable 
location to the development.  These should be constructed in 
accordance with Aus-Spec #1 and the appropriate Council 
standard drawings including M524-Urban Access, M594-Kerb & 
Gutter Layback. 

 
25. Any existing vehicular crossings not utilised by the development 

shall be removed and the area restored to match the adjoining 
section of kerb and gutter prior to occupation of the development. 

 
26. Street signs necessitated by the subdivision are to be installed in 

accordance with Aus-Spec #1 council standards. 
 
27. Roadway and pedestrian lighting is to comply with Australian 

Standard AS/NZS 1158 – Road Lighting. 

 

STORMWATER 

 

28. Interallotment drainage is to be provided to remove stormwater 
from any lots that cannot discharge to the street in accordance 
with AusSpec #1. 

 
29. A minimum of two (2) roof-water outlets per allotment are to be 

provided in the kerb and gutter at the time of installation of kerb 
and gutter.   Such outlets shall be located near the projected line of 
allotment side boundaries and shall be of no less a quality than 
kerb adaptors kept at Council's Administration Centre as a guide. 

 
30. An onsite detention basin is to be constructed within the site of the 

proposed development to cater for the post development storm 
water flows, or alternatively the applicant may enter into a 
Voluntary Planning Agreement with Council to permit the post 
development storm water flows to be catered by any public 
detention basin system. 

 
 Storm water runoff from the site is not be increased beyond the 

existing undeveloped state up to and including a 100-year ARI 
event. 

 

WATER AND SEWER SERVICE PROVISION 

 
31. The adjustment of existing services or installation of new services 

and meters, as required, in compliance with Australian Standard 
3500: National Plumbing and Drainage Code.  All costs associated 
with this work shall be borne by the developer. 

   
32. The developer is to extend and meet the full cost of water and 

sewerage reticulations to service the new lots plus the cost of 
connecting to existing services.  All water and sewerage work is 
required to be carried out in accordance with the requirements of 
Mid-Western Regional Council (as the Water Supply Authority 
under the Local Government Act, 1993) and in accordance with the 
National Specification – Water & Sewerage Codes of Australia. 

 
33. The construction of sewer mains such that there is a separate and 
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distinct sewer connection located wholly within the boundary of 
each proposed allotment, in accordance with the Local 
Government (Water, Sewerage and Drainage) Regulation and the 
WSA 02-2002 Sewerage Code of Australia at full cost to the 
developer. 

 
34. The applicant is to provide separate water and sewer reticulation 

services to each lot. 
 
35. The developer is to extend and meet the full cost of water and 

sewerage reticulations to service the new lots plus the cost of 
connecting to existing services.  All water and sewerage work is 
required to be carried out in accordance with the requirements of 
Mid-Western Regional Council (as the Water Supply Authority 
under the Local Government Act, 1993) and in accordance with the 
National Specification – Water & Sewerage Codes of Australia. 

 
36. The construction of sewer mains such that there is a separate and 

distinct sewer connection located wholly within the boundary of 
each proposed allotment, in accordance with the Local 
Government (Water, Sewerage and Drainage) Regulation and the 
WSA 02-2002 Sewerage Code of Australia at full cost to the 
developer. 

 

 Note: 
  
 Engineering plans of any mains extensions are to be lodged with 

Council and approved prior to the commencement of any 
construction. Council will quote on connecting any sewer or water 
main extension to the existing “live” main on receipt and approval 
of engineering plans. Council does not permit other bodies to 
insert new junctions into ‘live’ sewer mains. 

 
 OR 
 
  The developer is to provide a sewer junction for each lot in the 

subdivision.  This can be achieved by making a payment to Council 
of $1,100 per new junction to cover the cost of Council installing a 
junction in an existing main. 

 

 TOTAL PAYABLE 21 x $1,100 = $23,100 

  

 Note:   
  
 Council does not permit other bodies to insert new junctions into 

“live” sewer mains. 
 
37. The developer is to provide a water service and meter for each lot 

in the subdivision.  This can be achieved by making a payment to 
Council of $1,100 per lot to cover the cost of installing both the 
service and a 20mm meter on the water main. 

 
 TOTAL PAYABLE 21 x $1,100 = $23,100 
 
 Note:   
 
 Council does not permit other bodies to insert new junctions into 
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‘live’ water mains. 

 
 OR 
 
 The developer is to provide a water service and meter for each lot 

in the subdivision.  This can be achieved through providing a water 
service ending with a lockable ball valve to each lot and make a 
payment to Council of $260.00 per lot to cover the cost of a 20mm 
meter and installation. 

 
 TOTAL PAYABLE 21 x $337 = $7,077 
 
INSPECTIONS 
 
38. The subdivision works are to be inspected by the Council (or an 

Accredited Certifier on behalf of Council) to monitor compliance 
with the consent and the relevant standards of construction, 
encompassing the following stages of construction: 

 
— Installation of sediment and erosion control measures; 
— Water and sewer line installation prior to backfilling; 
— Establishment of line and level for kerb and gutter placement; 
— Road Pavement construction; 
— Road Pavement surfacing; 
— Practical Completion. 

 

39. Upon inspection of each stage of construction, the Council (or an 
Accredited Certifier on behalf of Council) is also required to ensure 
that adequate provisions are made for the following: 

 

— sediment and erosion control measures; 
— traffic control measures; 
— maintenance of public areas free from unauthorised materials, 

waste or other  obstructions. 

 

40. The developer is to grant Council (or an Accredited Certifier on 
behalf of Council) unrestricted access to the site at all times to 
enable inspections or testing of the subdivision works. 

 
41. Vehicular access - Concrete must not be poured until the 

excavation, formwork and reinforcing has been inspected by 
Council. The contractor/owner must arrange an inspection by 
Council giving at least twenty four (24) hours notice. Failure to 
have the work inspected may result in the access being removed 
and reconstructed at the contractors/owners expense. (Does not 
apply for rollback K&G) 

 

PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE SUBDIVISION CERTIFICATE 

 

42. Prior to the issue of a Subdivision Certificate: 

 

— All contributions must be paid to Council and all works 
required by the consent be completed in accordance with the 
consent, or 

— An agreement be made between the developer and Council; 
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— As to the security to be given to Council that the works will be 

completed or the contribution paid, and 
— As to when the work will be completed or the contribution 

paid. 

 

 
43. A linen plan and two (2) copies are to be submitted to Council for 

approval and endorsement by the General Manager.   
 
44. Three metre wide easements, including associated Section 88 

instruments, are to be created in favour of Council over any 
existing or newly constructed inter-allotment drainage, water, or 
sewerage reticulation components located within the subject 
property, or extended through adjoining private properties as a 
result of this subdivision. 

 
45. In accordance with the provisions of section 94(1)(b) of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  and the 
Mudgee Shire Council Section 94 Contribution Plan, a contribution 
shall be paid to Council in accordance with this condition for the 
purpose of: 

  

Transport Management Rate No of Lots Total 

Traffic Management $1,076.83 20 $21,536.6 

Open Space    

Local Open Space $1,691.06 20 $33,821.2 

District Open Space $2,295.01 20 $45,900.2 

Community Facilities    

Library Buildings $221.02 20 $4,420.4 

Library Resources $264.71 20 $5,294.2 

Administration    

Plan Administration $516.57 20 $10,331.4 

TOTAL PAYABLE $6,067.77 20 $121,355.4 

 

46. The developer shall obtain a Certificate of Compliance under the 
Water Management Act 2000.  This will require: 

 
(a) Payment of a contribution for water and sewerage headworks at 

the following rate:  

 

Water Headworks $144,570 

Sewerage Headworks $67,570 

Total $212,140 

  

(b) The adjustment of existing services or installation of new 
services and meters, as required, in compliance with 
Australian Standard 3500: National Plumbing and Drainage 
Code.  All costs associated with this work shall be borne by 
the developer. 
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47. If the Subdivision Certificate is not issued, for any reason 

whatsoever, within twelve (12) months of the date of determination, 
then the charges and contributions contained in this consent, may 
be increased to the current rate at the time of payment. 

 
48. Following completion of the subdivision works, one full set of 

work-as-executed plans, in pdf and dwg format, which is “Autocad 
compatible” is to be submitted on disk to Council.  All work-as-
executed plans shall bear the Consulting Engineer's or Consulting 
Surveyor's certification stating that all information shown on the 
plans is accurate. 

 
49. The developer is to ensure that all defects in the works that 

become apparent within twelve (12) months of Council accepting 
the works on maintenance are remedied to Council's satisfaction.   
If these defects are not satisfactorily remedied, Council may use 
bond monies to carry out rectification. 

 

 Any unexpended bond money will be returned to the developer at 
the end of the twelve (12) months period, less the estimated cost of 
any outstanding works. 

 

50. Prior to issue of the Subdivision Certificate, Council is to be 
supplied with: 

 

a) A certificate from Country Energy indicating that satisfactory 
arrangements have been made for provision of electricity 
supply to the subdivision. 

b) A certificate from Telstra indicating that satisfactory 
arrangements have been made for provision of telephone 
services to the subdivision. 

 
The motion was put and carried with Councillors voting as follows: 
 

Councillors Ayes Nayes 

Cr Holden   

Cr Kennedy   

Cr Lang   

Cr Martens   

Cr Shelley   

Cr Thompson   

Cr Walker   

Cr Weatherley   

6.2.2 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – TIER 2 APPLICATIONS 
A0100055, A0140201 

138/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Martens 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Financial Accountant on financial assistance 

applications be received; 
 
2. Council provide financial assistance to the following applicants in 

accordance with the criteria and guidelines of the Financial 
Assistance Policy – Tier 2, subject to those requirements being 
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met, with the funding from the general financial assistance vote: 

 

Mudgee Endurance Riders Club $500 

The Prince of Wales Eisteddfod, Gulgong $395 

Emma Harris $100 

Mudgee High School $100 

Rylstone Sculptures Incorporated $1,000 

 
3.  The following amounts be provided from the Councillors 

discretionary votes: 
 

PCYC Cr Lang 
Cr Holden 
Cr Weatherley 
Cr Thompson 
Cr Kennedy 
Cr Martens 

$500 
$500 
$300 
$200 
$200 
$100 

The Prince of Wales Eisteddfod Cr Thompson $50 

Emma Harris Cr Thompson $100 

Mudgee high School Cr Thompson $50 

 
4. Council engage in ongoing dialogue with Rylstone Sculptures 

Incorporated and provide access to advice from relevant Council 
officers and to facilitate any related development applications. 

 

The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.3 GULGONG SPORTS COUNCIL MINUTES – JANUARY 2012 
A0100055, A0360003 

139/12 MOTION:  Walker/Shelley 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Group Manager Operations on the Gulgong Sports 

Council minutes be received; and 
 
2. the minutes for the Gulgong Sports Council ordinary monthly 

meeting held on 10 January 2012 be noted. 
 

The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.4 KANDOS CENTENARY WORKING PARTY 
A0100055, A0310010 

140/12 MOTION:  Weatherley/Holden 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manger Community Development on the Kandos 

Centenary Working Party be received. 
 
2. Kylie Pennell, Ken Hopkins, Colleen O’Sullivan, Debbie Stone, 

Naida Wills, Allan Wills, Ivy Tomlinson, Jim Mackin, Larry 
O’Connor, Bob Tomlinson and Leigh Williams be endorsed as 
additional members of the Kandos Centenary Working Party. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 
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6.2.5 MONTHLY MANAGEMENT PLAN REPORTING 

A0100055, A0149935 
141/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Lang 

 

That the Management Plan 2011/12 reports for the month ended 29 

February 2012 be received. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.6 MUDGEE SPORTS COUNCIL MINUTES 
A0100055, A0360013 

142/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Holden 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Group Manager Operations on the Gulgong Sports 

Council minutes be received; and 
 
2. the minutes for the Mudgee Sports Council ordinary monthly 

meeting held on 27 February 2012 be noted. 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.7 TENDER ASSESSMENT – SWIMMING POOL PLANT ROOMS REFURBISHMENT 
A0100055, A0411114 

143/12 MOTION:  Thompson/Holden 
 

That Council: 

 

1. accepts Swimplex Aquatics Pty Ltd  for tender A0411114 for 
provision of the swimming pools pump rooms refurbishment and 
that Council enter into a contract with Swimplex Aquatics Pty Ltd 
in accordance with clause 178 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 for $2,180,160 (excluding GST); and 

 
2. authorises the General Manager to continue negotiations on the 

specifications and contract with a view to finalise and execute the 
contract on behalf of Council with Swimplex Aquatics Pty Ltd for 
the swimming pools pump rooms refurbishment at a cost no 
greater than the $2,180,160 (excluding GST) and further, once the 
contract is finalised, the General Manager have delegated authority 
to vary the tender up to a value of 3% of the final contract tender. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.8 DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2012-16 & OPERATIONAL PLAN 2012-13 
A0100055, A0420212 

144/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Holden 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Strategic Planning on the Draft Delivery 

Program 2012-16 and Operational Plan 2012-13 be received;  
 
2. Council endorse the Structure of the Draft Delivery Program 2012-

16 and Operational Plan 2012-13 subject to the inclusion of the 
finial approved budget; and  
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3. a further report be presented to Council including the Draft 

Delivery Program 2012-16 and Operational Plan 2012-13 and 
Resourcing Strategy for public exhibition. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.9 RYLSTONE AND KANDOS ACCESS COMMITTEE 
A0100055, A0060129 

145/12 MOTION:  Thompson/Martens 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Community Development on the 

Rylstone & Kandos Access Committee be received; 
 
2. Council note the minutes of the Rylstone & Kandos Access 

Committee of February 2012; and 
 
3. Council accept the nominations of Kerry Morrissey, Judy 

Monaghan, Graeme Jose and Claire Andu to be members of the 
Rylstone & Kandos Access Committee. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.10 WET AND DRY PLANT HIRE TENDER 2010/05 ADDITIONAL CONTRACTOR 
A0100055, A0411005 

 
Councillor Walker declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in that he is a contractor for this tender, left 
the meeting at 5.50 pm and did not participate in discussions or vote in relation to this matter. 
 
146/12 MOTION:  Weatherley/Holden 

 
That: 
 
1. Council accepts the revised list of preferred contractors for tender 

2010/05 for the provision of Wet plant hire for trucks in accordance 
with clause 178 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
as listed below, subject to each contractor attending a compulsory 
Council safety compliance briefing.  

 

  

D&DM Potts Truck Mercedes PM / 1971

C&M Box Constructions Truck International / Rigid / 1981

C&M Box Constructions Truck Isuzu / FTR893A / 1995

C&M Box Constructions Truck Daihatsu / Delta / 1987

Comer Plant Hire Truck Mitsubishi / FV458 / 1985

Max Walker Earthmoving Truck Mack / TRP

M Faucett Transport Truck Freightliner / SL112 / 1993

AG Ingram Cartage Contractor Truck Ford / L9000 / 1996

AG Ingram Cartage Contractor Truck Volvo / N10 / 1989

Max Walker Earthmoving Truck Mack / TPR

Max Walker Earthmoving Truck Kembla / OOTRAIL

AG Ingram Cartage Contractor Truck Ford / L9000 / 1996

Terros Transport Truck International / S3600 / 1996

Terros Transport Truck Ford / LNT9000 / 1986

Johanson Transport Truck Iubco / Power Star / 2001

MAAS Dump Truck CAT 730

M Faucett Transport Truck Freightliner / SL112 / 1994

Terros Transport Truck International / S3600 / 1996

MAAS Dump Truck CAT 730 Ejector

MAAS Dump Truck CAT 740

MAAS Dump Truck CAT 740 Ejector

Contractor Equipment Make / Model / Year



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 17 

 
  
2. Additional contractors may be included on the preferred suppliers 

list if required during the contract period by resolution of Council. 
 
Note: The rates tendered are commercially in confidential in accordance 

with the Tendering Guidelines issued by the NSW Division of Local 
Government and thus the rates will not be released for public 
information. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 
 
Councillor Walker returned to the meeting at 5.51 pm. 

6.2.11 WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 
A0100055, A0100021 

147/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Martens 
 

That the Work Health and Safety Policy be received. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

6.2.12 WRITE OFF OF BAD DEBT 
A0100055, F0470016 

148/12 MOTION:  Shelley/Lang 
 

That the debt of $3,905.96 owing to Council from Corporate Aviation 

Services Pty Ltd be written off. 

 
The motion was put and carried. 

Item 7: Urgent Business Without Notice 

   There was no Urgent Business Without Notice. 

Item 8: Confidential Session 

   There were no Confidential matters. 

Closure 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 5.52 pm.
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Item 4: Matters in Progress 

 

  

SUBJECT 
RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE 

RESOLUTION ACTION 

Rylstone/Kandos 
Sewerage 
Augmentation 

S.85/10 
Assets Mtg 
1/12/10 

That: 
2.   Council commence 

negotiations with the 
Department of 
Environment, Climate 
Change and Water to defer 
construction of a new 
Treatment Plant at Kandos 
until funds become 
available under the Country 
Town Water and Sewerage 
Scheme; 

3.   staff review options to stage 
the proposed works in this 
region to improve the 
affordability of the 
augmentation required to 
meet effluent discharge 
quality requirements.  
 

 
 
The recent State 
Government budget did 
not make for any 
further provision for 
funding of regional 
water and sewer 
schemes. We will 
continue to pursue this 
matter with our local 
MP’s 
This is happening and 
will be reported back to 
Council when complete. 
The design is 90% 
complete 

Riverside 
Memorial Walk 

Res. 55/11 
Ord. Mtg 
16/3/2011 

That: 
3. Council includes in the 

development of the Lawson 
Park West Reserve in Short 
Street Mudgee a memorial 
and heritage pathway that 
has plaques installed in the 
walkway to remember past 
community people who 
have contributed positively 
to the growth and social 
infrastructure of this 
community. The concept of 
the memorial and heritage 
pathway be part of the 
public consultation process 
in the 2011/12 draft 
Management Plan; 

4. Council consults with the 
Gulgong and Rylstone 
townships on suitable sites 
in those towns for similar 
memorial and heritage 
walkways to celebrate the 
contributions of people to 
those communities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The walkway in the 
Lawson Park and the 
planning of the 
landscaping in the new 
part of Lawson Park is 
now well under way. 
When development 
complete we will 
arrange for plaques to 
be installed 
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SUBJECT 
RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE 

RESOLUTION ACTION 

Directional 
Signage 

Res. 20/11 
Ord. Mtg 
16/2/2011 

That Council erect appropriate 
directional signage to its 
“natural  assets” including the 
Drip, Hands on Rock, Dunns 
Swamp etc and approach the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service for funding. 
 

Signs have now been 
ordered and will be 
installed by Friday 20th.  
 
RECOMMEND 
COMPLETION 

Temporary 
Signage 

Res. 50/11 
Ord. Mtg 
16/3/2011 

That Council undertake a 
review the signage policy as 
part of the formulation of the 
comprehensive DCP. 
 

To be undertaken upon 
completion of the 
Comprehensive Local 
Environmental Plan. 

Minimum rural 
lot size 

Min No. 32/10 
Ord Mtg 
17/3/10 

That Council gives an 
undertaking that the minimum 
rural lot size will be reviewed 
after completion of the 
comprehensive LEP and 
associate documents. 
 

 
 
New project that will be 
commenced when the 
Comprehensive LEP 
and DCP is completed. 

Land Use 
Strategy – 
Council land off 
Madeira Road 

Min No.74/10 
Ord Mtg 
21/4/10 

That Council does not include 
this land in the Land Use 
Strategy but include in the 
gateway process at a later date 
after further public consultation 

Noted, no action 
scheduled until after 
the completion of the 
Comprehensive LEP 
and DCP. 
 

Land Use 
Strategy – 520 
AHD in Mudgee 

Min No. 75/10 
Ord Mtg 
21/4/10 

That the Draft Land Use 
Strategy be amended to permit 
an investigation of land above 
the 520 AHD with a report to be 
submitted to Council at a later 
time. 

Noted, no action 
scheduled until after 
the completion of the 
Comprehensive LEP 
and DCP. 
 

Mudgee Motor 
Cross Track 

Res. COR52/10 
Corp Serv Mtg 
5/5/10 

That  
1. Council receive a report on 

all Crown or community 
land available with a 
reasonable radius of 
Mudgee township (7km) 
suitable for the permanent 
location of the Mudgee 
motor cross track; 

2. in the event suitable land is 
identified, Council assist 
the Mudgee Motor Cross 
Club to obtain a long term 
lease or any other suitable 
commercial arrangement to 
allow the establishment of a 
motor cross track; 
 

 
 
Agreement has been 
reached with the club 
on a site at Buckaroo.  
Awaiting the zone 
change in LEP to 
finalise agreement. 
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SUBJECT 
RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE 

RESOLUTION ACTION 

Cobbora Mine Min No. 76/10 
Ord Mtg 
21/4/10 

That:  
1. Council rely on the expert 

assessment of the 
Department of Environment 
& Climate Change Water 
as we have done in the 
past to assess the 
hydrological impacts for the 
proposed Cobbora Mine 
once the Environmental 
assessment has been 
completed. 

2. Council approach both 
Warrumbungle and 
Wellington Councils about 
joining forces regarding the 
provision of information and 
cost sharing to pursue this 
issue. 

 

 
 
 
Awaiting the release of 
the Environmental 
Assessment so that the 
Department can assess 
the base data. 
 
 

Return of 
Royalties 

Min No. 
COR13/11 
Fin & Cor Mtg 
2/3/2011 

That consideration of the 
Royalties in the Region be 
deferred until the Coalition 
policy is released. 

Meetings with Ministers 
and their 
representatives have 
made it clear that the 
only funding available 
will be the $160 million 
for mining affected 
communities.  
 
RECOMMEND 
COMPLETION 

Cobbora Mine 
Development 

Res. 19/11 
Ord. Mtg 
16/2/2011 

That Council arrange a meeting 
with our neighbouring council 
areas who would be involved in 
the Cobbora Mine 
development.  

When EA lodged a 
meeting will be 
organised 
 

Status of Ulan 
and Cope Roads 

Res 332/11 
Ord Mtg 
09/10/2011 

That Council approach the 
Minister for Roads and the RTA 
seeking an upgrade of the 
status of the Ulan and Cope 
Road to that of a State Road. 

 
Submissions have been 
sent. Now awaiting 
determination from 
RMS. 
 
RECOMMEND 
COMPLETION.  
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SUBJECT 
RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE 

RESOLUTION ACTION 

Planning 
Proposal – 
Temporary 
Workers 
Accommodation 

Res. 487/11 
Ord. Mtg 
7/12/2011 

That: 
2. Council prepare a Planning 

Proposal under section 55 
of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment 
Act the purpose of which is 
to insert a local clause in 
Mid-Western Regional 
Interim Local 
Environmental Plan 2008 
and Draft Mid-Western 
Regional Local 
Environmental Plan 2011 
for Temporary Workers 
Accommodation. 

 

 
 
 
 
Planning proposal has 
been forwarded to the 
Department of 
Planning. 

Tourist Regional 
Signage 

Res 545/11 
Ord Mtg 
21/12/2011 

That: 
3. Council request the RTA to 

erect more effective 
direction signage at major 
intersections to the region. 

 

 
 
Letter written to request 
new signage. Awaiting 
response. 

Boundary 
Change – 
Burrendong 
Dam 

Res. 49/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
15/2/2012 

That: 
2. Council write to Wellington 

Council seeking its consent 
to this boundary change. 

 
Meeting Held with 
Wellington Council on 
26th March. Further 
discussion to be held 
over next few months. 

Regional 
Tourism Signage 

Res. 58/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
15/2/2012 

That: 
3. Council provide Mudgee 

Region Tourism 
Incorporated (MRTI) with 
the two signage proposals 
from Ooh Media for 
consultation and advice. 

 
Response from MRTI 
received advising that 
the cost of such 
signage is too high. 
 
RECOMMEND 
COMPLETION 
 

Quarry Road – 
Kandos 

Res. 64/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
15/2/2012 

That consideration of this 
matter be deferred until 
discussions with Cement 
Australia have been 
completed. 

Meeting held with 
Cement Australia. No 
determination as yet. 
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SUBJECT 
RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE 

RESOLUTION ACTION 

Moolarben Coal 
Project – Stage 
2 Assessment 

Res. 76/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
7/3/2012 

That: 
 
1. Council requests the 

Department of Lands to 
supply to Council as soon as 
possible maps identifying all 
lot boundaries containing 
and surrounding The Drip; 

 
2. Council requests from the 

Department of Lands a 
certified survey to support 
the mapping requested by 
Council in paragraph 1 
above. 

 

 
 
Discussions with the 
Department f Lands 
have occurred and they 
are undertaking a full 
on site survey on the 
week beginning 12th 
March 2012. No result 
of that survey has been 
released as yet 

Mudgee CBD 
Street Tree 
Report 

Res. 78/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
7/3/2012 

That: 
2. the report be placed on 

public exhibition for 28 days; 
 

The consultation 
commenced on Friday 
16th March 

100 Saleyards 
Lane, Mudgee 

Res. 97/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
7/3/2012 

That: 
2. Council seek a report from 

staff on the cost of 
undertaking all the land 
capability work and other 
works required to allow this 
property known as the 
saleyard site and SES 
building to be ready for a 
development application to 
be lodged; 

 

 
 
Land study capability 
work being organised. 

Hardship 
Provision 

Res. 136/12 
Ordinary Mtg 
4/4/12 

That Council immediately 
review it’s Hardship Provision – 
Rates and Charges Policy and 
also review the application 
form required to be completed 
by the ratepayer seeking 
hardship assistance. 

Staff working on this 
policy and will report 
back in May 
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Item 5: Mayoral Minute 

 

 
Nil. 
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Item 6: General Business 

 

 

6.1 Notices of Motion 

 

 

Nil. 
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6.2 Reports 

 

6.2.1 Annual Conference – Shires Association of NSW  

REPORT BY GENERAL MANAGER TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Annual Conference Shires Association 

A0100055, A0110012 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report of the General Manager on the Annual Conference of the Shires 

Association of NSW be received; 
 
2. Council does not send any delegates to this conference. 
 

Detailed report 

Please find attached the draft program of the Shires Association of NSW annual conference 2012 
to be held in Sydney from 4–6 June 2012.  This Council is an associate member of the Shires 
Association and a full member of the Local Government Association. It has not been Council 
practice in recent years to send delegates to this conference.  The cost of the conference would be 
as follows: 
 

Registration $595 

Accommodation for 3 nights $600 

Food and travel estimate $500 

Total cost per delegate $1,700 

Financial implications 

If Council is of the mind to send delegates to this conference it would be funded from the Council 
Conference account. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
5 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Shires Association of NSW Annual Conference 2012 (4-6 June) program and 

information. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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6.2.2 Monthly statement of Mid-Western Regional Council bank 
balances and investments as at 31 March 2012  

REPORT BY ACTING GROUP MANAGER OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION TO 18 
APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Bankrep 

A0100055, A0140304 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the investment report as at 31 March 2012 by the Acting Group Manager of 

Finance and Administration be received; and 
 
2. the certification by the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted. 
 

Executive summary 

The purpose of this report is to certify that Council's investments have been made in accordance 
with legal and policy requirements; provide information on the detail of investments and raise other 
matters relevant to Council's investment portfolio as required. 

Detailed report 

Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that the Responsible 
Accounting Officer of a Council: 

a) must provide the Council with a written report (setting out details of all money that the 
Council has invested under Section 625 of the Act), to be presented at each Ordinary 
Meeting of the Council, and 

 
b) must include in the report a certificate as to whether or not the investment has been 

made in accordance with the Act, the regulations and the Council's investment policies. 

The report must be made up to the last day of the month immediately preceding the meeting. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 

 
LEONIE JOHNSON 
ACTING GROUP MANAGER OF FINANCE 
AND ADMINISTRATION 
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5 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly statement of bank balances and investments 
 2.    Monthly investment portfolio activity 
 3. Schedule of MWRC investment policy requirements 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 
  

For the month ended: 31-Mar-12

Bank Accounts

Opening 

Balance Receipts Payments

Closing 

Balance

Overdraft 

Limit

Commonwealth Bank 1,190,990$   5,879,580$     6,783,232$    287,338$      700,000$     

The bank balance has been reconciled to the General Ledger as at 31/03/2012

 

Investments Type Amount Yield % Maturity Date Term Rating

Govt 

Rating NAV

% of 

Portfolio

Commonwealth Bank At Call 745,000$        4.25% N/A At Call A-1+ 2 2.3%

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 1,200,000$     5.81% 18/04/2012 91 A-1+ 1 3.7%

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 1,900,000$     5.87% 23/05/2012 119 A-1+ 3 5.8%

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.89% 23/05/2012 125 A-1+ 3 3.1%

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 2,000,000$     6.10% 18/05/2012 130 A-1+ 3 6.1%

Westpac Bank Term Deposit 2,600,000$     5.68% 27/06/2012 112 A-1+ 3 8.0%

Westpac Bank Term Deposit 1,200,000$     5.76% 20/06/2012 98 A-1+ 3 3.7%

Westpac Bank Term Deposit 1,500,000$     5.90% 2/05/2012 147 A-1+ 1 4.6%

Westpac Bank Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.76% 27/06/2012 105 A-1+ 3 3.1%

St George Bank Term Deposit 1,500,000$     5.46% 25/04/2012 77 A-1+ 3 4.6%

St George Bank Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.73% 27/06/2012 119 A-1+ 3 3.1%

St George Bank Term Deposit 1,500,000$     5.75% 4/04/2012 91 A-1+ 1 4.6%

Bankwest Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.80% 20/06/2012 119 A-1+ 3 3.1%

Bankwest Term Deposit 1,500,000$     6.00% 11/04/2012 91 A-1+ 1 4.6%

Bankwest Term Deposit 1,500,000$     5.80% 13/06/2012 91 A-1+ 3 4.6%

Bankwest Term Deposit 1,000,000$     6.00% 16/05/2012 98 A-1+ 3 3.1%

Bankwest Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.85% 26/06/2012 90 A-1+ 3 3.1%

ING Australia Bank Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.63% 22/06/2012 93 A-1 2 3.1%

AMP Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.80% 30/05/2012 104 A-1 2 3.1%

Suncorp Metway Ltd Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.77% 6/06/2012 91 A-1 2 3.1%

IMB Ltd Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.75% 30/05/2012 91 A-2 2 3.1%

Newcastle Permanent Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.86% 6/06/2012 91 A-2 2 3.1%

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.80% 23/05/2012 105 A-2 2 3.1%

Members Equity Bank Term Deposit 1,000,000$     5.85% 9/05/2012 96 A-2 2 3.1%

Deutsche Bank Series 5 Floating Rate 

Note

1,000,000$     5.40% 23/11/2012 4yrs 9mths A+ - 3.1%

ANZ ASPRIT III Sustainable 

Equity Linked 

Note

500,000$        50% of +tve 

NAV

19/07/2013 6 yrs AA - 1.5%

Longreach Series 26 Property 

Linked Note

1,000,000$     7/06/2014 7 yrs A+ - 910,000$   3.1%

Total Investments 32,645,000$ 100.0%
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

 
  

MWRC Policy Requirements:

Investments by Insititution

Long/Short 

Term Ratings Amount Actual Policy Limit

National Australia Bank AA/A-1+ 6,100,000$     18.7% 25.0%

Bankwest AA/A-1+ 6,000,000$     18.4% 25.0%

St George Bank AA/A-1+ 4,000,000$     12.3% 25.0%

Commonwealth Bank AA/A-1+ 745,000$        2.3% 25.0%

Westpac Bank AA/A-1+ 6,300,000$     19.3% 25.0%

ANZ AA/A-1 500,000$        1.5% 25.0%

Longreach A+/A-1 1,000,000$     3.1% 20.0%

Deutsche Bank A+/A-1 1,000,000$     3.1% 15.0%

AMP A/A-1 1,000,000$     3.1% 15.0%

ING Australia Bank A/A-1 1,000,000$     3.1% 15.0%

Suncorp Metway Ltd A/A-1 1,000,000$     3.1% 15.0%

Bank of Queensland BBB+/A-2 1,000,000$     3.1% 10.0%

Newcastle Permanent BBB+/A-2 1,000,000$     3.1% 10.0%

Members Equity Bank BBB/A-2 1,000,000$     3.1% 10.0%

IMB Ltd BBB/A-2 1,000,000$     3.1% 10.0%

32,645,000$    100.0%

Investments by Rating Rating* Amount Actual Limit

Direct Securities AAA/A-1+ 23,145,000$    70.9% 100.0%

AA/A-1 500,000$        1.5% 100.0%

A/A-1 5,000,000$     15.3% 60.0%

BBB/A-2 4,000,000$     12.3% 20.0%

Unrated -$               0.0% 20.0%

32,645,000$    100.0%

-                 

Term to Maturity Amount Actual Minimum Maximum

Less than 1 year 30,145,000$ 92.3% 30.0% 100.0%

Between 1 and 3 years 0.0% 0.0% 70.0%

Between 3 and 5 years 1,000,000$   3.1% 0.0% 50.0%

More than 5 years 1,500,000$   4.6% 0.0% 25.0%

32,645,000$ 100.0%

% of Portfolio

% of Portfolio

% of Portfolio

*Investments lower than AA/A-1 are restricted to licenced banks, credit unions and building societies
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

Monthly Investment Portfolio Activity:

Bank Accounts

Opening 

Balance

Redeemed 

Balance

Re-invested 

Balance

Change in 

interest rate

Change in 

Term (days)

Commonwealth Bank 1,245,000$   500,000$        745,000$       0.00% At Call

Westpac 2,600,000$   2,600,000$    -0.27% -14

Westpac 1,200,000$   1,200,000$    -0.19% -7

Bankwest 1,500,000$   1,500,000$    0.01% -7

ING 1,000,000$   1,000,000$    -0.17% -33

Bankwest 1,000,000$   1,000,000$    0.65% 34

Suncorp Metway 1,000,000$   1,000,000$    -0.11% -7

Newcastle Permanent 1,000,000$   1,000,000$    0.12% 0

Westpac -$             1,000,000$    New Deposit 105

10,545,000$ 11,045,000$   

Net Portfolio Movement $500,000 Addition

The below table shows monthly investment activity within the portfolio including investments that have 

matured and have been redeemed or re-invested, and new investments placed.
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6.2.3 Cultural Development Committee  

REPORT BY MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL 
MEETING 

Cultural Development Committee - March 

A0100055, A0420172 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Community Development be received; 
 
2. Council note the minutes of the Cultural Development Committee meeting held 

on 19 March 2012. 
 

Executive summary 

The Cultural Development Committee meets to highlight and promote cultural issues in the region.  
The next meeting is due to be held on 21st May 2012. 

Detailed report 

The relocation of art works from the Mudgee Town Hall building has gone very well. Some of the 
locations around town include Westpac, NAB and Yeates Betts. The large Bicentennial embroidery 
work has now being situated in the Chambers. There are still a few works to place, including three 
of the larger works that are currently in storage.   

The Committee discussed the Rylstone Sculpture Exhibition which was a successful event as part 
of the Rylstone Show. There were over 30 or so written comments on the show.  Kent Buchanan 
was excellent in launching the exhibition and showing it as a celebration of a community. 

Updates were provided to the Committee on the Kandos Museum exhibition upgrade works and 
the Mudgee Town Hall renovation works. 

Discussions were held on the Poetry Bus and Sand Mandala Tour and motions were carried 
supporting these cultural opportunities. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
SIMON JONES 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 
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3 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes of the Meeting of the Cultural Development Committee held on 19th 

March 2012. 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 19th MARCH 2012 

MEETING AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUDGEE AT 5PM. 
 
 

 
PRESENT: Colin Jones, Helen Harwood, Christopher Wright, Virginia Handmer and Simon 

Jones, Leanne Wicks 
 
1. WELCOME: – Colin Jones opened the meeting at 5.02pm and welcomed everyone. 
 
2. APOLOGIES:   Janette Newman 
 
3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES OF 16th JANUARY 2012 
 

Moved:  Helen Harwood    Seconded: Virginia Handmer Minutes Accepted 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

4.1 TOWN HALL RENOVATION 
 

The Town Hall project is progressing well. The footings for the extension are nearly in and 
the lift well is in place. There have been some delays due to weather, some issues with 
new electricity works and the discovery of some archaeological artefacts but work is now 
progressing well. 
 

  
4.2 COUNCIL ART COLLECTION 
 
The relocation of art works has gone very well. Some of the locations around town include 
Westpac, NAB and Yeates Betts, as well as the major Bicentennial still a few to place, 
embroidery work now being situated in the Chambers. There are still a few works to place, 
including three of the larger works that are currently in storage. We will work through the 
process of determining where the works will end up in the future when the Town Hall is 
ready to open again. 
 

 
4.3 RYLSTONE SCULPTURE EXHIBITION 

 
This was a fantastic event. It had terrific coverage, the weather was good, there were 30 or 
so written comments at the Show. Some works sold. It was a great first effort. Kent 
Buchanan was excellent in launching the exhibition and showing it as a celebration of 
community. Everyone on the Committee was there and it was very well organised.  

 
 
4.4 KANDOS MUSEUM UPGRADE 
 
Most of the structural work is finished. A storage container has been purchased as we need 
more room. More pallet racking on its way. Have been in contact with the Ministry of Arts 
over the grant and we need to try and complete by the end of April so we have a bit more 
time to complete the project. A gun from Jessie Hickman’s cave has been located and will 
be part of the exhibition. 
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4.5 POETRY BUS 

 
Poetry Bus comes out to do workshops. Looking at September/October (but outside of 
school holidays). Visiting schools and nursing homes. FRRR funding application is being 
put together by the Poetry Bus people.  
 
Motion: That the Cultural Development Committee writes a letter in support of the 
funding application for the Poetry Bus to visit the region. 
 
Moved: Leanne Wicks Seconded: Helen Harwood  Motion Carried 
 

5. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

5.1  SAND MANDALA TOUR 
 
Council has received a letter regarding the Sacred Footsteps Sand Mandala Tour which is 
likely to be in 2013. They are looking for support and a possible venue to create the sand 
art work. The Committee discussed and determined that the Stables Gallery would be the 
ideal location. Helen to discuss with Arts Council. Council to support on the proviso that the 
library has re-located back to the Town Hall. 

 
Motion: That the Cultural Development Committee support the concept of the Sand 
Mandala Tour and recommends the Stables would be the best location for this 
exhibition. 
 
Moved: Christopher Wright Seconded: Leanne Wicks  Motion Carried 

  
5.2  WASTE TO ART 
 
Entries need to be in by Thursday 26th April at the new pavilion at the Mudgee 
Showground. Exhibition opens on 28th April for two weeks. 

  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.50pm. 
 
Next proposed meeting date: Monday 21ST May, 2012 at 5pm  
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6.2.4 Department of Planning Performance Monitoring 

REPORT BY GROUP MANAGER OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT TO  COUNCIL MEETING 

DoP Performance Monitoring Report  

A0100055, A0040006, A0170041  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 

1. the report by Group Manager of Planning and Development on the Department of 
Planning Performance Monitoring be received. 

 

Executive summary 

The Department of Planning (DoP) published the results of the Performance Monitoring Review for 
2010/11 on its website in March 2012.  This report provides a brief summary of the key findings 
and a comparison of Mid-Western Regional Council with other Group 4 Councils in the Central 
West. 

Detailed report 

The 2010/11 data provides an overview of development in NSW.  It includes information on council 
performance in assessing local development and general indications of the performance of the 
NSW planning system.  The DoP report was compiled by analysing detailed information from all 
152 NSW Councils. 
 
The following is a brief summary of some of the key findings and a comparison of the result for 
Group 4 Councils in the Central West.   A full copy of the report is available on the DoP web site. 
 
Volume and Value of Determinations 
A total of 81,147 local development determinations (Development Applications (DAs) and 
Complying Development Certificates (CDCs)) were reported for 2010/11 in NSW.  This is an 
decrease of 3% compared with 2009/10.  In contrast, there was a decline in determinations 
between 2007/08 and 2008/09 of 13%.  
 

Total Volume of DAs and Total Value  

 Number of DAs Estimated Value 

Bathurst 519 $105.3m + $103.7m 

Dubbo 493 $60.3m + $58.6m 

Lithgow 183 $20.4m 

Mid-Western 353 $30.7m 

Orange 380 $154.9m 
 

The estimated value of approved DAs in 2009/2010 was $102.1m however this included the 
Crighton DA which had a value of $65m. Notwithstanding the value of the Crighton DA the value of 
DAs has decreased from $37.1m (excluding Crighton) to 30.7m. However, the number of DAs has 
increased from 332 to 353 indicating that individual value of DAs is less from previous years but 
the level of activity has increased.  
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Processing Times  
The following definitions are provided to assist in understanding the data provided.  
 

Gross Determination Time – is the total number of days including that time that the application is 
referred back to the applicant for further information. (Stop Clock)  
Net Determination Time - is the total number of days excluding that time that the application is 
referred back to the applicant for further information. (Stop Clock) 
 
In 2008-09 the mean gross determination time for DAs across NSW was 74 days and 53 days for 
s96 modifications. These statewide mean figures remain relatively unchanged from 2007-08. In 
2009/10 the mean gross determination time for DAs across NSW was 67 days and 52 days for s96 
modifications. Mean gross for 2010/2011 remained relatively consistent with 68 days for DAs and 
52 days for S96 Modifications.  
 
In 2010/11 it took NSW Councils on average 14 days to determine CDCs and a median of only 8 
days. 
 
The five top performing councils statewide for 2010/11 based on lowest mean gross determination 
time for DAs included: (mean) 
 

1. Murrumbidgee (11 days) 
2. Temora Shire Council (13 days) 
4. Coolaman Shire Council (18 days) 
5. Berrigan Shire Council (18 days) 
2. Junee Shire Council (19 days) 
 

It should be noted that these are rural Councils with a low number of development applications.  
 
The five poorest performing councils statewide for 2010/11, based on highest mean gross 
determination time for DAs included: (mean) 
 

1. Boorowa Council (136 days) 
2. Tweed Shire Council (133 days) 
3. Leichardt Municipal (115 days) 
4. Mosman Municipal (114 days) 
5. Botany Bay City Council (111 days) 
 

Processing Times - DAs  

 DAs Mean 
Gross 

DAs Mean Net DAs Median 
Gross 

DAs Median 
Net  

Bathurst 34 23 21 15 

Dubbo 38 19 26 17 

Lithgow 62 26 48 17 

Mid-Western 49 32 30 27 

Orange 52 36 36 31 
 

Council utilise “stop clock” to assist applicants to provide information necessary to determine 
applications.  This has been a conscience decision to provide this level of customer service rather 
than rejecting incomplete application at the Counter requiring applicants to make return visits to 
Council. There has been an overall improvement in processing times from the 2009/10 period. Mid-
Western has decreased the number of mean gross processing times from 61 days in 2009/10. 
Likewise the mean net days has been reduced from 35 in 2009/10 to 32 days in 2010/11, with 
median gross reducing from 35 days to 30 and median net from 28 to 27 days.  
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Mean Gross DA Processing Times by Type  

 Residential Alterations 

and Additions 

Single New 

Dwelling  

Commercial / Retail  

/ Office 

Bathurst 27 37 43 

Dubbo 26 30 47 

Lithgow 47 82 83 

Mid-Western 29 48 46 

Orange 39 38 71 

 
 

Mean and Median CDC Processing Time Determined by Council   

 Mean (days) Median (days) Number (CDCs) 

Bathurst 6 1 93 

Dubbo 12 6 33 

Lithgow 26 17 9 

Mid-Western 14 9 104 

Orange 14 9 37 

 

It should be noted Councils with a low number of CDCs processed by the Council is due to the 
number of private certifiers operating in those areas.  The Health and Building Surveyors at Mid-
Western have actively identified changes in business practices, including inspections outside of 
normal business hours where necessary, to provide a high level of service.  Considering the 
relatively high number of CDCs processed by Council, the mean and median times indicate a 
strong level of performance in processing CDCs and represent one of the best in the wider region.  
 

CDCs and DAs Mean Gross Time by Type  

 Residential Alterations 

and Additions 

Single New 

Dwelling 

Commercial /Retail 

 /Office 

Bathurst 24 22 43 

Dubbo 24 31 47 

Lithgow 45 82 74 

Mid-Western 26 31 46 

Orange 33 35 71 

 

The table above indicates the gross determination times of DAs and CDCs combine reinforcing the 
strong performance of Council in this area.  
 
Determination 
The percentage of determinations in NSW made by elected representatives in 2010/11 was low – 
only 3% of all applications. This percentage was virtually the same in previous years. 
 

Determinations  

 % by Councillors % by Staff 

Bathurst 5.2 94.8 

Dubbo 0.2 99.8 

Lithgow 2.7 97.3 

Mid-Western 6.5 93.5 

Orange 5 93.9 

 

The table above indicates the split of determination between the elected Council and staff. 
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There has been an increase in the number of DAs determined by the elected Council of Mid-
Western from 3.3% to 6.5% in 2010/11. 
   

Staff and Resourcing 
On average across the State, 63 DAs were determined for each equivalent full time (EFT) 
development assessment position for 2009/10. This figure is up from 53 DAs per EFT in 2008/09. 
 

Staff Allocation to Development Assessment   

 Average No. DAs 

per EFT 09/10 

Average DAs per 

EFT 10/11 

No. of DAs 

Determined 10/11 

Bathurst  57.2 51.9 519 

Dubbo  57.4 49.3 493 

Lithgow  25 22.9 183 

Mid-Western  94.9 92.9 353 

Orange  107 87.4 380 

 

The table above indicates productivity levels of Development Application assessment staff.  As can 
be seen Mid-Western continues have a high level of productivity. The table indicates the 
productivity levels of Mid-Western as the highest in this group, combined with the processing times 
achieved, this indicates that the Statutory Planning Section is performing extremely well.   
 
Construction Certificates and Occupation Certificates 
 

Construction Certificates and Occupation Certificates  

 2007/08 2008/09    2009/10 2010/2011 

Construction Certificates  284 219           225 231 

Occupation Certificates  272 208             220 252 

 

There has been a slight increase in the number of Constructions Certificates and Occupation 
Certificates being issued.  This is consistent with the slight increase in building activity that has 
been noted with an increase in the number of CDCs.   
 
Conclusions 
Overall, the Performance Monitoring Review indicates that the development assessment function 
within Mid-Western Regional Council is performing very well with a high level of productivity and 
low processing times.  
 
Having regard to the other commitments of the Planning and Development Department, in relation 
to Part 3A submissions for the coal mines, Draft Comprehensive Land Use Strategy, 
Comprehensive Local Environmental Plan, Comprehensive Development Control Plan, and the 
new commitments to food premises regulation, the result is very good.   

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 
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Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
CATHERINE VAN LAEREN  
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND  
COMMUNITY SERVICES  
 

Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.5 Draft NSW Aquifer Interference Policy Stage 1  

REPORT BY GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES TO 18 
APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Draft NSW Aquifer Interference Policy Stage 1 

A0100055, A0170041 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Group Manager Development and Community Services on the 

Draft NSW Aquifer Interference Policy Stage 1 be noted; and 
2. Council make a submission on the Draft Policy as outlined in attachment 1 to 

this report.  
 

Executive summary 

The Draft NSW Aquifer Interference Policy has been placed on exhibition in conjunction with the 
Upper Hunter Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan.  The closing date for submissions is the 3 
May 2012.   

Detailed report 

The purpose of the policy is outlined as follows: 
 
The Minister for Primary Industries administers the Water Management Act 2000 and the Water 
Act 1912. The NSW Office of Water assists the Minister in this role. The purpose of this draft 
Aquifer Interference Policy (“this Policy”) is to explain the role and requirements of the NSW Office 
of Water in the water licensing and approval processes for aquifer interference activities under both 
of these and other relevant legislative frameworks. 
 
This Policy has two main components: 
 

 how the volume of water taken from a water source as part of an aquifer interference 
activity will be licensed and accounted for, and the extent to which trading can occur; and 

 the approval requirements for aquifer interference activities. 
 

This Policy also establishes exemptions for certain activities from the need to hold water access 
licences and aquifer interference approvals. Importantly, this Policy will assist proponents of 
aquifer interference activities in preparing the necessary information and studies to be used by the 
NSW Office of Water in the assessment of project proposals that have some level of aquifer 
interference. 
 
A copy of the Draft Policy has been circulated under separate cover.   
 
In reviewing the policy six main areas of concern have been raised and are addressed in the 
Council submission in attachment one to this report: 
 

 Format - The policy is confusing and not readily understood.  Whilst it is acknowledged 
that the draft Policy is a technical document, it is difficult to comprehend and would benefit 
from diagrams explaining Risk Management Zones and flow charts explaining the 
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processes.  Upon request diagrams of the Risk Management Zones have been forwarded 
to Council and are included as attachment 2 to this report.  

 Consultation – The Draft Policy is being exhibited in conjunction with the Upper Hunter 
Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan and therefore all the information sessions and 
notifications regarding the policy have been held in the Upper Hunter.  It is recognised that 
the Stage 1 of the Policy is related to Biophyiscal Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL). 
However the consultation process fails to acknowledge that other areas of BSAL will be 
identified in the near future and therefore the policy will have application in those areas.  
This is particularly relevant for the Central West which is the next priority for the preparation 
of a Strategic Regional Land Use Plan and it is expected that additional BSAL land will be 
identified as part of this plan.  The Central West is also impacted upon by considerable 
expansion in coal mining. It is considered that consultation should be held on a wider basis 
with information sessions held across regional NSW rather than only in the Upper Hunter.  
 
The Office of Water was contacted during the exhibition period requesting that an Officer 
attend a meeting of Council to explain the Draft Policy.  The Office advised it had 
insufficient staff resources to attend and suggested that Council attend one of the meetings 
held at Muswellbrook, Singleton, Dungog or Gloucester.  
  

 Impact of Mining on Water Licence and Availability – No background information is 
provided with the policy.  Concerns are raised that no analysis has been undertaken 
regarding the impact of mines purchasing water licenses to cover incidental water extracted 
from the system as a consequence of mining projects.  The mines have a greater economic 
ability to purchase water and in a market situation can purchase all the available water 
leaving no water available for agriculture or other uses.  For example, it is understood that 
Stage 2 of Moolarben mine will consume all water licences in the Wilpinjong Creek system 
leaving no allocation available for agriculture.  

 

 Exemptions for Rural Dwelling- The policy should ensure that the approval processes for 
rural dwellings are not further complicated and that Aquifer Interference Approvals are not 
required for the functioning of dwellings and that exemptions do not only relate to building 
works in relation to a dwelling.  In seeking an explanation of the exemption for the Aquifer 
Interference Approval the following advice was provided.  
 
A water access licence is not required for the construction, alteration, renovation or 
maintenance of residential dwellings in: 

  
— low use groundwater sources and,  
— high use groundwater sources if the take of water is less than 3 ML per year. 

  
 An aquifer interference approval is not required for the construction of footings and 
 foundations in: 

  
— high value aquifers if the activity is not required to hold a water access licence, and 
— an aquifer that is not a high value aquifer regardless of whether a water access 

licence is required. 

 

 Minimal Harm Criteria Thresholds – The draft policy states: 
An aquifer interference approval, will either be exempted or will only be issued where it can 
be demonstrated that adequate arrangements are in place to ensure that no more than 
minimal harm will be done to the aquifer or its dependent ecosystems. The minimal harm 
criteria set out in Appendix 1 cover the key potential impacts of water table and water 
pressure drawdown, aquifer compaction and water quality. This Policy will adopt an 
adaptive management approach to the minimal harm criteria which means they will be 
regularly reviewed and updated based on scientific information and experience. 
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The policy does not provide information as to how the minimal harm criteria have been 
established.  In addition, the policy does not outline a compliance regime or framework for 
reporting where adjoining owners or users are experiencing adverse impact due to non-
compliance.   
 

 State Significant Development and Coal Seam Gas Development Proposal – 
Proposals for these types of developments that have been granted a gateway certificate or 
development consent are exempt for the Draft Policy. The onus for consideration of the 
aquifer impacts will be made during the assessment of the gateway proposal or application 
based on advice provided by the Minister for Primary Industries.  This advice will be based 
on the minimal harm criteria specified in the Policy.  It is considered that the Draft Policy 
should clearly state that such proposals are at a minimum required to comply with the 
Policy rather than reference to advice.  In its current state the policy runs the risk that 
smaller projects will be subject to more stringent criteria as specified in the draft policy 
where larger mining projects are based on a merit assessment where controls may be 
weakened.  
 
In addition, the Upper Hunter Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan does not clarify the 
legislative framework by which the gateway process will be established.  The 
implementation of the Draft Policy should be delayed until the process is legislated to avoid 
exemptions for mining without adequate alternate processes in place.  

Financial implications 

Not applicable 

Strategic or policy implications 

As explained previously in this report, at this stage the Draft Policy does not apply to the majority of 
the Mid-Western Region.  It does apply to the area located in the Bylong Valley which has been 
included in the Upper Hunter Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan.  The transitional 
arrangements for the implementation of the Regional Plan and therefore the Draft Aquifer 
Interference Policy remain unclear.  It should be noted that with the completion of the Central West 
Strategic Regional Land Use Plan it is envisaged that the policy would apply to further land with the 
Mid-Western region.   

 
CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

 
4 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission to NSW Office of Water on the Draft Aquifer Interference Policy 
 2. Diagram Depicting the Risk Management Zones 
 3. Draft Aquifer Interference Policy (included at the end of the Business Paper)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
NSW Office of Water  
PO Box 2213  
DANGAR NSW 2309 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
SUBMISSION TO DRAFT AQUIFER INTERFERENCE POLICY  
 
Reference is made to the exhibition of the Draft Aquifer Interference Policy.  Council wishes to 
raise the following concerns in relation to the Draft Policy in its current form.  
 

 Format - The policy is confusing and not readily understood.  Whilst it is acknowledged 
that the draft Policy is a technical document, it is difficult to comprehend and would benefit 
from diagrams explaining Risk Management Zones and flow charts explaining the 
processes.  Upon request diagrams of the Risk Management Zones have been forwarded 
to Council and are included as attachment 2 to this report.  

 

 Consultation – The Draft Policy is being exhibited in conjunction with the Upper Hunter 
Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan and therefore all the information sessions and 
notifications regarding the policy have been held in the Upper Hunter.  It is recognised that 
the Stage 1 of the Policy is related to Biophyiscal Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL). 
However the consultation process fails to acknowledge that other areas of BSAL will be 
identified in the near future and therefore the policy will have application in those area.  
This is particularly relevant for the Central West which is the next priority for the preparation 
of a Strategic Regional Land Use Plan and it is expected that additional BSAL land will be 
identified as part of this plan.  The Central West is also impacted upon by considerable 
expansion in coal mining. It is considered that consultation should be held on a wider basis 
with information sessions held across regional NSW rather than only in the Upper Hunter.  

 

 Impact of Mining on Water Licence and Availability – No background information is 
provided with the policy.  Concerns are raised that no analysis has been undertaken 
regarding the impact of mines purchasing water licenses to cover incidental water extracted 
from the system as a consequence of mining projects.  The mines have a greater economic 
ability to purchase water and in a market situation can purchase all the available water 
leaving no water available for agriculture or other uses.  For example, it is understood that 
Stage 2 of Moolarben mine will consume all water licences in the Wilpinjong Creek system 
leaving no allocation available for agriculture.  

 

 Exemptions for Rural Dwelling- The policy should ensure that the approval processes for 
rural dwellings are not further complicated and that Aquifer Interference Approvals are not 
required for the functioning of dwellings and that exemptions do not only relate to building 
works in relation to a dwelling.  In seeking an explanation of the exemption for the Aquifer 
Interference Approval the following advice was provided. 
 
A water access licence is not required for the construction, alteration, renovation or 
maintenance of residential dwellings in: 

  
— low use groundwater sources and,  
— high use groundwater sources if the take of water is less than 3 ML per year. 

  



50 

Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 

 
 An aquifer interference approval is not required for the construction of footings and 
 foundations in: 

  

— high value aquifers if the activity is not required to hold a water access licence, and 
— an aquifer that is not a high value aquifer regardless of whether a water access 

licence is required. 
 

 Minimal Harm Criteria Thresholds – The draft policy states: 

An aquifer interference approval, will either be exempted or will only be issued where it can 
be demonstrated that adequate arrangements are in place to ensure that no more than 
minimal harm will be done to the aquifer or its dependent ecosystems. The minimal harm 
criteria set out in Appendix 1 cover the key potential impacts of water table and water 
pressure drawdown, aquifer compaction and water quality. This Policy will adopt an 
adaptive management approach to the minimal harm criteria which means they will be 
regularly reviewed and updated based on scientific information and experience. 
 

The policy does not provide information as to how the minimal harm criteria have been 
established.  In addition, the policy does not outline a compliance regime or framework for 
reporting where adjoining owners or users are experiencing adverse impact due to non-
compliance.   
 

 State Significant Development and Coal Seam Gas Development Proposal – 
Proposals for these types of developments that have been granted a gateway certificate or 
development consent are exempt for the Draft Policy. The onus for consideration of the 
aquifer impacts will be made during the assessment of the gateway proposal or application 
based on advice provided by the Minister for Primary Industries.  This advice will be based 
on the minimal harm criteria specified in the Policy.  It is considered that the Draft Policy 
should clearly state that such proposals are at a minimum required to comply with the 
Policy rather than reference to advice.  In its current state the policy runs the risk that 
smaller projects will be subject to more stringent criteria as specified in the draft policy 
where larger mining projects are based on a merit assessment where controls may be 
weakened.  
 

In addition, the Upper Hunter Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan does not clarify the 
legislative framework by which the gateway process will be established.  The 
implementation of the Draft Policy should be delayed until the process is legislated to avoid 
exemptions for mining without adequate alternate processes in place.  

 

During the exhibition of the Draft Policy Council requested that an officer from the Office of Water 
attend a meeting to explain the implications of the policy.  Due to a lack of staff resources the 
Office of Water was unable to oblige Council in this regard.  Council is concerned that public 
consultation has been extremely limited and concentrated on the Upper Hunter.  Council wishes to 
stress that the policy will have broader implications for other area within the near future and that 
the exhibition period should be extended with public information sessions held across regional and 
rural NSW.  
 

Thank you for consideration of the Council’s submission.  If you require further information please 
do not hesitate to contact the Group Manager of Development and Community Services, Catherine 
Van Laeren.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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6.2.6 Grandstand Simpkins Park  

REPORT BY BUSINESS MANAGER RECREATION AND RESOURCES TO 18 APRIL 2012 
COUNCIL MEETING 
Grandstand Simpkins Park - Report to Council - March 2012 

A0100055, A0411108 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Business Manager Recreation and Resources on the Simpkins Park 

grandstand be received. 
 

Detailed report 

Please find attached the update on the Simpkins Park Grandstand. 

Financial implications 

Set out in the attached report. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JULIAN GEDDES 
BUSINESS MANAGER RECREATION AND 
RESOURCES 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 
2 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Simpkins Park grandstand progress report, April 2012 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.7 Host Family Respite policy review  

REPORT BY CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Host Family Respite Policy Review - Report to Council 18 April 2012 

A0100055, A0060202, A0060069 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Customer Service Manager be received; and 
2. Council adopt the polices as amended. 
 

Executive summary 

Host Family Respite is funded as a Home and Community Services (HACC) program, and has 
recently amended its policy handbook to comply with State and Federal Common Care Standards. 

Detailed report 

The Community Care Common Standards (Common Standards) have been developed jointly by 
the Australian Government and State and Territory Governments. The Common Standards are one 
part of a series of broader community care reforms across Home and Community Care (HACC) 
and other Australian Government community aged care programs. 

The Common Standards have been developed to simplify and streamline the reporting 
requirements on service providers that receive funding for community care programs from both 
State and Australian Government departments. 

The Common Standards will replace the National HACC Standards. 

There are three Common Standards: 

1. Effective management – The service provider demonstrates effective management 
processes based on a continuous improvement approach to service management, 
planning and delivery. 

 
2. Appropriate access and service delivery – Each service user (and prospective 

service user) has access to services and service users receive appropriate services 
that are planned, delivered and evaluated in partnership with themselves and/or their 
representative. 

 
3. Service user rights and responsibilities – Each service user (and/ or their 

representative) is provided with information to assist them to make service choices and 
has the right (and responsibility) to be consulted and respected. Service users (and/or 
their representative) have access to complaints and advocacy information and 
processes and their privacy and confidentiality and right to independence is respected. 

Host Family Respites policies have been amended to ensure that the 3 Common Standards are 
reflected in its policies. 
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Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 
Attachments: 1. Host Family Respite Policy Review (included at the end of the Business Paper) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
4 April 2012 
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6.2.8 Kandos Cement Company water usage  

REPORT BY GENERAL MANAGER TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Kandos Cement Company water usage 

A0100055, A0310010 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the General Manager’s report on the Kandos Cement Company water usage be 

received; 
 
2. Council write-off the sewer usage discharge account for Cement Australia 

(Kandos) Pty Limited for the sum of $15,600; and 
 
3. Council not write-off the excess water usage fee on the water consumption 

charge dated 16 March 2012. 
 

Detailed report 

Please find attached an email and a water consumption charge for Cement Australia (Kandos) Pty 
Limited.  In the email from Cement Australia, they have advised that they have had a substantial 
water leak on site that has only recently been found, and thus incurred a water usage charge of 
$32,479.20. Because they are a business and that the sewer discharge factor is related to the 
water consumption, they have also incurred a sewer discharge bill of $16,327.56. 
 
The average Cement Australia sewer discharge fee for a normal quarter is about $727, therefore 
the estimated surcharge due to leakage is $15,600. It is the normal Council procedure not to write-
off water accounts for an internal leak on a property, however as the sewer rate is related to the 
amount of water they use in the majority of water that was consumed in this period leaked into the 
ground, the sewer treatment plant would not have received this quantity of discharge, therefore 
Council would not have incurred any additional cost at the sewer treatment plant. 
 

The recommendation in this report is that Council continues to charge for the water caused by a 
leak on the Cement Australia land, but write-off the sewer discharge account. 

Financial implications 

Writing off the sewerage discharge fee by $15,600 would be a debit to the Sewer Fund, but the 
facilities would not have incurred any cost because the water leaked into the ground and did not go 
through Councils sewerage network. However, the cost of treating the water and piping the water 
to the Cement Australia property would have occurred even though the water leaked into the 
ground. 
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Strategic or policy implications 

It is normal Council procedure that if a water leak is found within a property, that property owner 
meets all of the account. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

5 April 2012 
 

Attachments: 1. Email from Cement Australia (Kandos) Pty Limited with a copy of the water 
consumption charge 
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Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 63 

 



64 

Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 

 

6.2.9 Mid-Western Regional Youth Council  

REPORT BY MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL 
MEETING 
Mid-Western Regional Youth Council Nominations 

A0100055, A0060048 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager, Community Development on the Mid-Western 

Regional Youth Council 
 
2. Council endorse the nominations of Erin Donnelly, Katelyn Donnelly and Ann 

Curan to be members of the Mid-Western Regional Youth Council. 
 

Executive summary 

This report seeks endorsement to appoint members to the Mid-Western Regional Youth Council.  

Detailed report 

Council has received nominations from individuals to be members of the Mid-Western Regional 
Youth Council. These nominations are from Erin Donnelly, Katelyn Donnelly and Ann Curan who 
are all students at Kandos High School. The school has endorsed these nominations. 
 
At present there are seven confirmed members of the Mid-Western Regional Youth Council with 
none of these members coming from the Kandos and Rylstone area. Under the Terms of 
Reference for the Youth Council, a maximum of twelve delegates are allowed and ideally these will 
be representative of different areas of the region. Currently, there are four representatives from the 
Mudgee area and three from Gulgong area, so the acceptance of these nominations would provide 
a broader range of views from across the region. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
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SIMON JONES 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
4 April 2012 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT    
GENERAL MANAGER
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6.2.10 Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation  

REPORT BY PRINCIPAL'S AUTHORISED PERSON TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation - Report to Council - March 2012 

A0100055, A0100055, F0740001 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Principal’s Authorised Person – Operations on the Mudgee 

Sewerage Augmentation progress report – March be received. 
 

Executive summary 

Please see attached progress report for the Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation construction of a 
new sewerage treatment plant and associated works.  All updates are noted in the body of this 
report. 

Detailed report 

Please find attached the monthly update on the Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation – construction of 
a new sewage treatment plant and associated works. 

Financial implications 

The total project cost of the construction of a new sewage treatment plant and associated works is 
$13,840,381.62 (excluding GST). 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
CLAIRE CAM 
PRINCIPAL'S AUTHORISED PERSON 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER - OPERATIONS 

 
2 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Progress Report – March 2013 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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6.2.11 Mudgee Town Hall Progress Report – March  

REPORT BY MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL 
MEETING 
Mudgee Town Hall Progress Report - March 

A0100055, P0159964 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager, Community Development on the Mudgee Town Hall 

Progress Report be received. 
 

Executive summary 

The following report is a progress report on the Mudgee Town Hall renovation project. These 
reports will provide Council with an update on the timetable and the expenditure for the project and 
will be presented to Council monthly through the duration of the project.  

Detailed report 

The Mudgee Town Hall project remains on target and within budget. The attached report acts as 
the detailed report and contains all relevant information. 

Financial implications 

 Contract variations so far amount to $38,166.80 and there has been one day’s extension of time 
agreed. The total project remains on target and within budget. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
SIMON JONES 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
3 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee Town Hall Renovation Project Progress Report – March 2012 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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78 

Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 

 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 18 APRIL 2012 79 

 

6.2.12 Mudgee Waste Facility Weighbridge System  

REPORT BY BUSINESS MANAGER RESOURCES AND RECREATION TO  COUNCIL 
MEETING 18 APRIL 2012 
Mudgee Waste Facility Weighbridge System 

A0100055, F0570008 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Business Manager Resources and Recreation on the Mudgee 

Waste Facility Weighbridge System be received; and 
  
2. Council amend the 2011/2012 Management Plan to increase the capital works 

budget by thirty five thousand dollars ($35,000) in waste fund for the 
replacement of  the weighbridge computer system at the Mudgee waste facility.  
The increase in budget is to be funded from waste fund reserves. 

 

Executive summary 

During December 2011 the existing weighbridge computer system crashed and was 
unrecoverable.  Due to the age of the system it was decided to research new weighbridge system 
to meet Councils current and future needs.  As part of the upgrade to the computer system new 
boom gates are also required as the existing boom gates have past their useful life and worn out. 

Detailed report 

Council is required to weigh and monitor waste that comes into the Mudgee Waste Facility in 
accordance with its licence conditions as issued by the EPA.  Council is also required to submit to 
the EPA annual reports on waste volumes and types and utilises this information for business 
decisions on waste management day to day.  
 
Councils existing weighbridge computer system and boom gates was installed by tip site systems 
when the Mudgee Waste Facility was constructed and the weighbridge installed in 2002.  The 
boom gates were also installed at this time.  The system has not had an upgrade during this time 
and completely failed in December 2011.  The operating environment at the waste facility is 
particularly harsh on this type of equipment due to the dust. 
 
Staff have taken the opportunity to review four weighbridge computer systems to establish the best 
operating system for Mid-Western that suits our particular operating needs.  The systems reviewed 
were Tip Site Systems, Newcastle Weighing Systems, Weightrax (NZ) and Aussie Weighing 
Systems. 
 
After a detailed assessment and trial of the what each system has to offer Newcastle Weighing 
Systems was deemed to be most suitable both in terms of usability, compatibility with the existing 
network, value for money, durability and back up service. 
 
The upgrade to the system will include: 
 

 Weighbridge Site software 

 Weighbridge computer system 
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 On-site installation and training 

 Peripheral equipment interface module 

 Two short range vehicle identification units 

 Entry and exit boom gates and vehicle sensors. 

 Data switches  

 2 UPS systems. 
 
It is proposed to carry out this upgrade immediately now the assessment has been done as staff 
are required to use manual systems to capture data that is required for reporting purposes. This is 
having an impact on our ability to operate accurately and efficiently. 

Financial implications 

Councils waste fund reserves currently have an estimated closing balance of $1,400,000.  The 
reduction of this amount by $35,000 will have a minimal impact on Councils ability to undertake 
future works programs. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Council is required to operate and maintain a weighbridge system to satisfy the terms of our waste 
licence. 
 

 
JULIAN GEDDES 
BUSINESS MANAGER RESOURCES AND 
RECREATION 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 
4 April 2012 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.13 Draft Delivery Program 2012-16 & Operational Plan 2012-13 

REPORT BY MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Operational Plan for Exhibition 

A0100055, A0420212 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Strategic Planning on the Draft Delivery Program 2012-

16 and Operational Plan 2012-13 be received;  
 
2. Council endorse the Draft Delivery Program 2012-16 and Operational Plan 2012-

13  to go on public exhibition for a period of 28 days commencing Friday 20 April 
2012; and 

 
3. a further report be presented to Council following the exhibition period including 

a review of any public submission. 
 

Executive summary 

In its meeting on 4 April 2012, Council endorsed the structure and format of the Draft Delivery 
Program 2012-16 and Operational Plan 2012-13 subject to minor amendments.  The purpose of 
this report is to seek a resolution to exhibit the draft Plan including the Schedule of Fees and 
Charges consistent with the requirements for the Local government Act. 

Detailed report 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting framework aims to make Council’s more accountable to 
their communities.  In December 2011 following extensive community consultation, Council 
adopted a Community Plan.  This Plan represents the aspirations of this community moving 

forward and is Council’s highest 
level strategic plan. 
 
The intention of the Delivery 
Program is to detail all of the 
principle activities Council will 
undertake to achieve the goals 
established in the Community 
Plan. The Operational Plan has 
been integrated into the Delivery 
Program and sets out the annual 
projects and activities to which 
Council are committed and 
includes detailed budgets for he 
projects and services identified 
under each theme together with 
the measure and timeframe. 
 
Council’s activities identified in the 
Delivery Program/ Operational Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework 

Community Strategic 
Plan 

10 years+ 
Council 

Resourcing 
Strategy 

Council Operational 
Plan 

Annual 

Council Annual 
Report 

Council Delivery 
Program 

4 years 
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Plan will be underpinned by the Resourcing Strategy.  The Resourcing Strategy will include 

 Long Term Financial Plan (10 Years)  

 Workforce Plan (4 Years) 

 Asset Management Strategy (10 Years) 

 

The role of the Resourcing Strategy is for Council to demonstrate that it can meet the commitments 
made in the Delivery Program/ Operational Plan. The Resourcing Strategy will be presented to 
Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 18 April 2012. 
 
The following diagram illustrates the relationship of the various plans in the planning framework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillors  

 

 

 
The Operational Plan includes a detailed budget of the activities that are to be undertaken each 
year to achieve the outcomes of the Delivery Program.   
The Draft Delivery Program/Operational Plan is attached. 

Financial implications 

The Draft Delivery Program/Operational Plan is Council’s operating budget for the next 12 months 
and four year estimates.   

Strategic or policy implications 

The Draft Delivery Program/Operational Plan and Resourcing Strategy together with the 
Community Plan and the varying degrees of detail will form Council’s strategic direction over the 
next 10 years. 
 
MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING 

 
 

 
Attachments: 1. Draft Delivery Program/Operational Plan (included at the end of the Business 

Paper). 
 2. Long Term Financial Plan with attachments (included at the end of the 

Business Paper) 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 

Community Plan 

Operational Plan 

Delivery Program Objectives 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Annual Budget 
 

Actions 
 

Strategies 
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6.2.14 Review of Code of Meeting Practice and Conflicts of 
Interest Policy  

REPORT BY MANAGER GOVERNANCE TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Review of Code of Meeting Practice and Conflicts of Interests policy 

A0100055, A0110003  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Governance about changes to the Council’s Code of 

Meeting Practice and Conflicts of Interest policy be received; 
 
2. Council agree to the proposed amendments to the Code of Meeting Practice and 

place the amended Code on public exhibition in accordance with the Local 
Government Act with a further report to be submitted to Council; and 

 
3. Council adopt the revised Conflicts of Interests policy. 
 

Executive summary 

This report canvasses changes to the Council’s Code of Meeting Practice and Conflicts of Interests 
policy. 

Detailed report 

Arising from discussions with officers of the Division of Local Government, some changes are 
proposed to the Council’s Code of Meeting Practice to include specific reference to significant and 
less than significant non pecuniary conflicts of interest. Because the linkage of Councils Conflicts 
of Interests policy, similar changes are also proposed to this document. 
 
In reviewing the Code of Meeting Practice to give effect to these changes, the opportunity has also 
been taken, as far as practicable, to make the Code more user friendly and easier to navigate. 
 
Copies of the revised Code and policy are attached. 
 
The Code of Meeting Practice provides how it can be amended however given the amendments 
now proposed are quite substantial, as provided by the Local Government Act it will be necessary 
to publicly exhibit the revised Code for a period of not less than 28 days and provide a period of 42 
days from the date on which the Code is placed on exhibition during which submissions may be 
made to the Council. Council must then consider submissions received prior to making a decision 
on the proposed amendments. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 
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Strategic or policy implications 

Council’s Code of Conduct and Conflicts of Interests policy apply. 
 
 

 
IAN ROBERTS 
MANAGER GOVERNANCE 

 
 

29 March 2012 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Amended Conflicts of Interests policy 
 2. Amended Code of Meeting Practice (included at the end of the Business 

Paper) 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.15 Submission – Plan Making Delegation & Review 

REPORT BY MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING TO 18 APRIL COUNCIL MEETING 
Submission Local Plan Making  

A0100055, A0040006 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Strategic Planning on the Local Plan Making 

Delegations be received; 
 
2. Council endorse the submission to the Department of Planning & Infrastructure 

in support of the policy position on Local Plan Making Delegations as outlined in 
Attachment 2 to this report. 

 

Executive summary 

The Department of Planning and Infrastructure have prepared a Policy Statement that proposed to 
give Council more delegation in terms of making or amending the Local Environmental Plan.  
Public comment is currently been sort on the draft policy (an overview of the proposed changes is 
outline in Attachment 1). 
 
The proposed changes outlined in the draft Policy Statement would: 
 

 delegate certain powers to councils to increase local government involvement in the plan 
making process, and  

 allow for independent reviews of some decisions at key stages of the plan making process. 
 
The deadline for submissions is Friday 4th May 2012. 

Detailed report 

The State Government is seeking to streamline the plan-making process by delegating, in certain 
circumstances the Minister’s local plan making functions under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act to local councils. 
 
The delegation, that will be provided when a gateway determination is issued will mean that the 
DOPI will have no further role in the plan making process once that LEP has been delegated other 
than routine monitoring.  If the policy proceeds, the types of LEPs that will be delegated to Council 
are: 
 

 Mapping/Alterations that do not alter strategy endorsed development standards 

 Minor amendments, 

 Reclassifications consistent with a strategy and supported by an adopted Open Space 
study 

 Spot rezoning consistent with an endorsed strategy 

 Heritage LEPs supported by on Office of environment & Heritage endorsed study 
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Given the potential time savings and increase autonomy for Council should this policy proceed, 
Council is in support of the position. 
 
The Submission attached simply supports the policy position proposed by the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure.  
 
The Policy also include a new review mechanism for draft LEPs either pre or post Gateway.  
Currently if Council refuses a Planning Proposal for rezoning the proponent has no right to appeal 
that decision. Under the changes proposed, the proponent has 40 days in which to seek a review 
which will be undertaken by the regional planning panel.  Similarly, Council or the proponent may 
seek a review after the Gateway determination providing the opportunity to have the original 
determination reconsidered.  

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

The policy will provide Council with greater control and autonomy in the making and amending of 
LEPs and greater transparency in terms of the plan making process. 
 
 

 
ELIZABETH DENSLEY 
MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
4 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Plan Making Delegations 
 2. Submission 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.16 Submission – Strategic Regional Land Use Plan Upper Hunter 

REPORT BY MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING TO 18 APRIL COUNCIL MEETING 
SRLUP Submission 

A0100055, A0170041 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager Strategic Planning on the Draft Strategic Regional 

Land Use Plan for the Upper Hunter be received; 
 
2. Council endorse the submission to the Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan 

for the Upper Hunter acknowledging the inclusion of part of the Mid-Western 
Regional LGA in the plan and the ultimate inclusion of the entire LGA into the 
development of the Central West SRLUP as outlined in Attachment 1 to this 
report. 

 

Executive summary 

The Department of Planning has release a Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan for the Upper 
Hunter (SRLUP) the primary focus of which is the protection of high value agricultural land from 
mining.  For the purposes of the identification and mapping of strategic agricultural land, at part of 
the Mid-Western Regional LGA which falls within the Hunter River Catchment has been included in 
the Draft Plan. 
 
While Council supports the acknowledgement and inclusion of the high value agricultural land 
(primarily identified as an equine cluster) around Bylong in the Upper Hunter SRLUP short term, 
the Mid-Western Region in its entirety needs to be included in the drafting of the Central West 
SRLUP. 
 
Additional concerns relate to the transitional arrangements and at what stage the SRLUP will need 
to be considered by proponents, as well as the verification of Biophysical Strategic Agricultural 
Lands by a proponent.  
 

Detailed report 

The Upper Hunter SRLUP is part of a suite of documents release by the NSW Government the aim of which 
is to deliver on its Strategic Regional Land Use Policy to protect high-quality agricultural land and its water 

sources from inappropriate mining and coal seam gas projects.  It is understood that work should 
commence on the Central West plan in the first half of this year.   

In November 2011 Council supported the application from the Bylong community for their inclusion 
in the Upper Hunter SRLUP.  This request was granted for the purposes of the identification of 
strategic agricultural lands in the Ulan/Wollar/Bylong corridor with intention that ultimately the 
corridor will be incorporated into the Central West Plan.   

The advantage in being included at this stage with the Upper Hunter is that consideration will now 
have to be given to the Draft Plan on any mining or coal seam gas application.  While the State 
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Government are yet to release the proposed transitional arrangements for applications already at 
various stages of planning, the Deputy Director-General (Development Assessments) Richard 
Pearson indicated that there is a statutory obligation for applicants to consider the Draft policy.  

The submission supports the inclusion of the Ulan/Wollar/Bylong corridor in the Upper Hunter 
SRLUP and reinforces the need to ensure that it is in fact transferred to the Central West plan in 
the longer term. 

The Central West SRLUP is likely to include: Gilgandra, Warrumbungle, Narromine, Wellington, 
Dubbo, Lithgow, Oberon, Bathurst, Orange, Blayney, Cowra, Cabonne, Weddin, Forbes, Parkes 
and Lauchlan 

In terms of the policy itself, the Draft SRLUP includes a new gateway process for mining and coal 
seam gas applications on or within 2km of strategic agricultural land (extract below outlines criteria 
for classification of land) whereby a gateway certificate has to be lodged prior to the proposal 
proceeding.  A Mining and Coal Seam Gas Gateway Panel will be appointed to review 
applications.  If the panel don’t issue the certificate the proposal cannot go ahead.  However, 
Cabinet may declare the proposal an “exceptional circumstances project” if the subject resources 
is of exceptional value to the state. 

To this end, there is a real concern that based on a report submitted by the proponent, the Panel 
can conclude that a particular site (despite the mapping) does not meet the criteria for Biophysical 
Strategic Agricultural Land with no opportunity for the community to contest that change. 

extract Page 17 SRLUP 
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The Department of Planning and Infrastructure also need to address the issue of transitional 
arrangements for existing and proposed applications at various stages of planning and well as the 
legislative framework in which this plan will sit, particularly given the linkages with other policy 
including the Aquifer Intervention Policy and Mining SEPP. 

As the Draft plan does not include social, economic, housing and infrastructure impacts on the Mid-
Western Region, these issues are not relevant at this stage.  Once the Draft Central West plan has 
been conceived, Council will be in a position to analyse the data and provide further comment. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable 

Strategic or policy implications 

The SRLUPs will underpin the NSW State Governments approach to managing the competing land 
uses of mining and agriculture.  Further, the Central West SRLUP should incorporate the 
recommendations of the Local Services Assessment currently being finalised for the Mid-Western 
Regional LGA.  It is critical that the region is not split on catchment boundaries. 
 
 

 
ELIZABETH DENSLEY 
MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
4 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.17 Target Country Progress Report – March 2012  

REPORT BY GROUP MANAGER - OPERATIONS TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 

TARGET COUNTRY PROGRESS REPORT TO COUNCIL 

A0100055, A0100052, P0199811 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Group Manager - Operations on the Target Country Progress  
            Report – March be received. 
 

Executive summary 

The Target Country project construction commenced the week 7 November 2011. 
 
Please see attached progress report for the Target Country building. All other updates are noted in 
the body of this report. 

Detailed report 

Carpark is under construction and is due for final seal in the first week of May 2012 

Financial implications 

The total project cost is $2,545,285 (excluding GST). 
 

ITEM 

APPROVED ESTIMATE 

MAY 2011 

ACTUAL 

BUDGET 

ACTUALS 

TO DATE 

Site Investigation Costs $2,500.  $2,500.  $ 0. 

Council & Authority 

Costs/Legal 

 $10,000.  $415,000.  $414,952. 

Professional Consultants Costs  $125,000.  $ 93,500.  55,000. 

Leasing & Selling Costs  $10,000.  $10,000.  $10,552. 

Design & Construction Costs  $1,430,000.  $1,274,285.  $911,836. 

Other Allowances 

(contingencies) 

 $147,000.  $50,000.  $ 0. 

Car park  $700,000.  $700,000.  68,000. 

TOTAL  $2,424,500.  $2,545,285.  $1,460,340. 
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Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 

 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER - OPERATIONS 

 

 
2 April 2012 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Progress Report – March 2012  
 2. Minutes – 5 March 2012 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 – MEETING MINUTES 

LMG Property Pty Ltd 
Project & Development Managers  

 

TARGET COUNTRY MUDGEE - Project Control Group 

Meeting No.4 Meeting Notes / Actions from 5 March 

2012 

Attendees: 

Lessee: Target Country Peter Samon PS Peter.Samon@target.com.au 

Builder: CCA Robert Cordwell RC rc@clubconstruction.com.au 

 Richard Ross RR rr@cubconstruction.com.au 

Project Manager: LMG Property Rhys Brotherton RB rhys@lmgproperty.com.au  

Item Action By  By 

 Whom
 When 

1. Administration 
 Foreman’s contact details Richard Ross (044 744 1103) Note 

2. Authorities & Approvals 

 Status of Power connection – CCA confirmed mains pulled to front 
of building. MSB should be in position ready for connection within PS 12.03.12 
2 weeks. Target to confirm preferred supplier. 

 CCA confirmed sewer connection into main to be completed by 

end of the week. Note 

2. AFL Administration / Lessee Requirements 

 Entry signage. Separate meeting held with Graeme King Senior 

Planner Mid Western Council.  Target to provide justification for 

different colours and corporate image and clarify extent of 

illuminated PS 12.03.12 

elements. Council to advise DA requirements 

 Target main sign to have 100mm return. Picture frame mould to 

be deleted. Note 

 Latest drawings issued 19 Dec – D0 1 A, D1 1 D, D66D. Rev E. 
Sketch plan re fitting room relocation issued 29 Feb. Fitting 
Room Note 
relocation discussed and agreed. Target to confirm new set 
out for Point of Sale counters 

 Layby bulkhead to continue over face of walkway Note 

 CCA to organise floor prep before Handover. CCA to install 
100mm (75mm + 25mm) SS movement cover plate between 
existing Note 
and new slab (Grid C) and to interface of concrete / 
suspended interface (Grid 3) 

 Target requested Grid C columns only be boxed because of 

mailto:Peter.Samon@target.com.au
mailto:rc@clubconstruction.com.au
mailto:rr@cubconstruction.com.au
mailto:rhys@lmgproperty.com.au
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downpipes. All other internal columns to be stripped back to SHS. 
Target to install vinyl wrap and skirting as part of fitout.  Note 
 

 CCA to provide hardware schedule for comment and approval. 

Target to confirm hardware and vision panel to new layby / 

stockroom door. PS 12.03.12 

Cavity sliding door deleted. 

 Target confirmed that fire alarm zones do not need to reflect 
merchandise areas as they will change over time.  Zones Note 
should be based on grids or compass descriptions 

 CCA to confirm security bars to staffroom windows as per spec Note 

3. Design 

 Amended electrical drawings submitted 8 Feb. Powertrack to be 
replaced with down lights of equal price. Signage lights Note 
to be equivalent to Thorn 70W QBA both front and rear. 
Electrician to specify. 

 Post meeting discussion with Graeme King, Council Heritage 
Adviser. Ezi build product approved. Note 
approved. Following dimensions agreed. 

o Fluted column Type 1 to be 400mm * 100mm. 

o Smaller parapet 4 step mould to be 120mm stepping 

up to  180mm 

o Larger fluted column Type 2 to be 400mm * 190mm 

o Larger parapet 4 step mould to be 210mm stepping up 

to 270mm 

o Picture frame to be standard Ezi Build chamfered 

profile 

 

5. Construction 

 2 wet weather days claimed during February. (total to date 15.5 

days). Note 

 Amended program dated 4 Jan shows Handover is anticipated 26th 
April and Opening 15th June. Target requested Handover on 20th 
April and opening Thurs 31st May (based on reduced 6 week fitout 
period). Progress to be reviewed and Handover Notice to be 
confirmed by 20th March. 

 External Works Handover for Council to commence carpark 
construction 12th Feb. Hot mix target mid April. Note loading 
access required for Handover. LMG to discuss with Andrew 
Kearins. 

 New sewer main connection point agreed with Council. CCA to push 
loading dock slab pour to be completed this week. 

 CCA to confirm Boral Artcote Premium Panels as per Target spec. 

Before installation Note 

 Gable downpipes to be installed between pillar columns. End 
downpipe to be specially fabricated rectangular and recessed / 
concealed Note 
in back of fluted Ezi building column 

 Redundant power conduit to be removed from facade before 

Note 

Note 

 

 

 

RB 12.03.12 

 

Note 
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installation of parapet mould.  Column mould to be split by awning. Note 
 New furring channel and blueboard cladding to be installed to 

fascia to achieve straight line with panels. Note 
 CCA confirmed following key milestones: Note 

o Loading dock pour Thurs 

o Watertight lockup by end of week. 

o Plant deck by end of week then 3 week install for mech plant 

o Toilets 4-5 weeks 

6. Cost Admin 

 Variations for glazed balustrade, raised display floor and UPS 
installation approved. $1 3,902.39 incl Note 
GST. 

 CCA noted pending variations as; Note 

o Final lighting changes, 

o Fitting room relocation 

o Reconciliation between Brief and Project Specific Door 

Schedule 

7. Next Meeting 

Tuesday 27th March 
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6.2.18 Council submissions to the NSW Long Term Transport Master 
Plan Discussion Paper and the Inquiry into Inter-Regional Public 
Transport  

REPORT BY SENIOR STATUTORY PLANNER TO 18 APRIL 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Transport Submissions Report 

A0100055, A0440009, A0170051 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. Council submissions to the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan Discussion 

Paper and the Inquiry into Inter-Regional Public Transport, be noted; 
 
2. Council approves the lodgement of these submissions to Transport for NSW, 

and the Chair, NSW Legislative Assembly, State and Regional Development 
Committee. 

 

Executive summary 

Transport for NSW, (the State Government Transport Authority), has invited Council to review the 

NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan Discussion Paper and make a submission.  

Independently of this, the NSW Legislative Assembly, State and Regional Development 

Committee, has invited Council to make a submission to the Inquiry into Inter-Regional Public 

Transport. Submissions are to be lodged by 27 April 2012 and 18 May 2012, respectively. 

Detailed report 

In response to Transport for NSW, and the NSW Legislative Assembly, State and Regional 

Development Committee calls for submissions, and with regard to issues of particular relevance to 

the Mid-Western Region, Council's Planning Department, in consultation with Council's Economic 

Development Officer, has prepared the following summaries of the issues at hand, and prepared 

submissions for Council approval (Attachments 1 & 2).  

 

NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan Discussion Paper 

The Discussion Paper will lead to a Draft Plan by mid-2012, and the Master Plan for release in 

November 2012.  The purpose of the Master Plan is to 'develop an integrated transport plan for the 

State that will identify a clear direction for transport over the next 20 years'. 

Not surprisingly, the discussion paper is Sydney-centric, mainly focusing on the future transport 

needs and requirements of the State capital. The transport challenges to the Central West Region, 

(of which the Mid-Western Regional LGA is named as being a part), have been named in the 

discussion paper as;  

 Meeting the transport needs of growing urban centres. 

 Providing community transport for an ageing population. 
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 Maintaining an ageing road asset and providing access for high productivity (freight) 
vehicles  

 Access to and across the Blue Mountains. 

 Passenger and freight rail and coach services. 
 

The full text of Council's submission is shown as Attachment 1. 

 

Inquiry into Inter-Regional Public Transport. 

The terms of reference for the Inquiry are 'That the Committee inquire into how inter-regional public 

transport can better serve the needs of regional New South Wales'. 

In summary, particular issues for consideration include; 

 How  CountryLink services and network linkages can be improved. 

 How  the amount of inter-regional travel by public transport can be increased and utilised to 
increase tourism. 

 The role Councils can play in improving inter-regional transportation networks. 
 

The full text of Council's submission is shown as Attachment 2. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 

 
GARY BRUCE 
SENIOR STATUTORY PLANNER 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
3 April 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission to Transport for NSW regarding the NSW Long Term Transport 

Master Plan Discussion Paper. 
 2. Submission to the NSW Legislative Assembly, State and Regional 

Development Committee regarding the Inquiry into Inter-Regional Public 
Transport.  

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 

19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 

on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 

Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 

14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 

14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 

Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 

14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 

are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 

that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 

and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 

Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 

 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 

Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 

to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 

Item 7: Urgent Business Without Notice 

 

 

  




