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30 May 2012 
 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Ordinary Meeting 
Wednesday, 6 June 2012 
Open Day at 5.30pm 

Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Open day 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 
business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 
 
Members of the public may address the Committee Meeting at Open Day.  Speakers are given 
5 minutes to outline any issue of relevance to the Council.  If you wish to speak at Open Day 
please contact the Mayor’s Office on 1300 765 002 or 02 6378 2850 by 3.00 pm on the day of the 
meeting.  Alternatively, please make yourself known to the Manager Governance prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
WARWICK BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

PO BOX 156 

MUDGEE  NSW  2850 

 

86 Market Street MUDGEE 

109 Herbert Street GULGONG  

77 Louee Street RYLSTONE  

 

Ph:  1300 765 002 or (02) 6378 2850   

Fax:  (02) 6378 2815 

Email:  council@midwestern.nsw.gov.au 
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6.2.10 Home and Community Care Services – Quarterly Report  

REPORT BY  CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Home and Community Care Services – Quarterly Report 
A0100055, A0060205, A0060202, A0060204, A0060048, A0060203, A0060069 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Customer Service Manager on the Home and Community Care 

Services be received; 
 
2. Council note the activity reports from the Home and Community Care funded 

services. 
 

Executive summary 

This report seeks to inform Council of the activities undertaken by the Home and Community Care 
funded services that are auspiced by Council. These services are Host Family Respite Care, Home 
Modification and Maintenance; Mudgee Meals on Wheels and Mudgee Community Transport. The 
report covers the period January to March 2012. 

Detailed report 

Mid-Western Regional Council auspices four services that are known as Home and Community 
Care (HACC) Services. These services are funded under the HACC Program which is jointly 
funded by State and Federal Government and administered by the NSW Department of Human 
Services (Ageing, Disability and Home Care).  

Community Transport Services are the exception to this as they are administered by the 
Department of Transport & Infrastructure and while the majority of funding comes through the 
HACC Program, there is also additional funding provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
NSW Health through the Western Area Local Health Network and through the Department of 
Transport & Infrastructure directly. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
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KATE RIACH 
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
Attachments: 1. HACC Quarterly Report to Council Jan-Mar 2012 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
MUDGEE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT - QUARTERLY UPDATE 
JANUARY to MARCH 2012 

 
 
Transport figures Q1/2012 

665 trips classed as Health Related Transport trips. 
1,474 trips classed as Home and Community Care trips. 
711 trips classed as Community Transport Program trips. 
109 trips classed as Department of Veterans Affairs trips. 
Total: 2,959 trips 

 
There have been 23 unmet requests for transport, of which 21 were for health-related transport.   
 
MDS reporting and quarterly reporting 
MDS reporting to funding providers was completed on 16 April 2012 for the first quarter of 2011.   
 
2012 Clock Award 
Mudgee Community Transport has been selected as a Finalist in the 2012 Clock Awards.  The 
awards ceremony will be held on 18 May.  Any associated publicity with the award nomination will 
hopefully assist in recruiting more volunteers for the service. 
 
Additional funding 
Transport for New South Wales determined that Mudgee Community Transport would receive 
$2,000.00 in order to establish a youth taxi scheme, which will subsidise cab fares for eligible 
young locals. 
 
 
Fiona Turner – Community Transport Coordinator 
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HOST FAMILY RESPITE - QUARTERLY UPDATE 
JANUARY to MARCH 2012 
 
Respite Care Provided 
 
During the quarter 744 hours of respite care was given to 21 clients who have a disability plus 60 
hours of care to two siblings through the Sibling Support Program.   This represented 75 individual 
episodes of care delivered by 15 volunteers.  Feedback about the care provided has been very 
good and no complaints or concerns were received.  Whilst the number of hours delivered was 
down on last quarter, this was partly due to the January school holidays and also some clients no 
longer requiring overnight stays. 
 
During the quarter one new volunteer was recruited. 
 
One child now requiring care was linked with a volunteer family and that placement is working out 
very well. 
 
Meetings Attended: 
 
• Interagency 
• Disability/HACC Service Providers Network 
• Access Committee 
• Child & Family Network 
• Orana Community Services Forum. 
 
General: 
 
Following information received at the Regional Forum and Interagency that funding was available 
through Carers NSW  to ageing carers, (people over the age of 60 caring for a child over the age of 
18)    I invited eight carers, who I believed may  be eligible, to a morning tea and advised them of 
the funding.  It was a very successful morning with the carers sharing their stories.  The outcome 
has been that these people have each received packages of up to $5,000 flexible funding to assist 
them to continue in their caring role.  Purchases have included furniture, computers, legal fees to 
cover the making of wills and future planning for the person they care for, holidays, equipment and 
other essential items.  The exercise has affirmed the value of attending meetings and gaining first-
hand information that can be passed on to clients or others for their benefit. 
 
Following back surgery I was on sick leave for the month of March however the very capable 
volunteer respite carers continued to provide care as arranged without incident. 
 
 
JUDY BLACKMAN 
HOST FAMILY RESPITE COORDINATOR 
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HOME MODIFICATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE - QUARTERLY UPDATE 
JANUARY to MARCH 2012 
 
This quarter was extremely busy for our service.  It involved providing 9.5 hours of maintenance to 
7 clients and $21,593 of modifications for 24 clients. Work was carried out in Gulgong, Kandos, 
Rylstone, Mudgee, Coolah, Mendooran, Binnaway and Coonabarabran. 
 
Modifications 
 
This quarter saw the completion of works commenced late last year including a major bathroom 
modification in Kandos, the construction of a shower base and installation of ramp for a 
quadriplegic client in Mudgee, the relocation of a ramp in Binnaway and raising the floor level in a 
back room together with the installation of a ramp and pathway for a client in Mudgee. 
 
Modifications carried out this quarter included the removal of two shower hobs, installation of 3 
pairs ceramic lever handle taps, installation of 3 hand held showers, a massive installation of 40 
grabrails/ handrails, reconstruction of steps, wedges and the installation of a bidet for a client in 
Gulgong. 
 
Maintenance 
 
Maintenance was provided to seven clients this quarter.  Work included changing a blind, garden 
maintenance and pruning, applying slip resistant treatment, painting, repairing light fitting, 
reversing toilet door, installing key boxes, fixing leaking taps and toilet and fitting rubber feet to 
chairs. 
 
 
 
JOHN MCCREA 
HOME MODIFICATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE COORDINATOR 
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MEALS ON WHEELS - QUARTERLY UPDATE 
JANUARY to MARCH 2012 
 

 
 

Oct / Dec 2011 
 

Hot meals    1013 
Frozen meals        298 
Total     1311 meals 
 
 

Jan / Mar 2012 
 

Hot meals      942 
Frozen meals        213 
Total     1155 meals 
 

 
Meals were delivered to clients on New Years Day. 
 
 
 
MARGARET O’KEEFE 
MEALS ON WHEELS COORDINATOR 
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6.2.11 Hardship Provision – Rates And Charges Policy Review  

REPORT BY MANAGER REVENUE & PROPERTY TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Hardship Provision Rates and Charges Policy Review 
A0100055, A0340046, A0340047, A0340005 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Manager Revenue & Property on the Hardship Provision – Rates 

and Charges Policy review be received; 
 
2. Council adopt the revised Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges policy. 
 

Executive summary 

It was resolved at 4 April 2012 Council meeting that the Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges 
Policy be reviewed along with the application form required to be completed by the ratepayer 
seeking hardship assistance. 

Detailed report 

The proposed changes to the Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges Policy incorporates clauses 
at 4.4 and 5.7 in the document to strengthen the integrity of applications submitted to Council.  In 
addition, the application form required to be completed by ratepayers seeking such hardship 
assistance has been altered to encompass the collection of more comprehensive information to 
assist in the determination of hardship relief and is supported by a Statutory Declaration with 
penalties for false statements outlined accordingly.  In order to facilitate document control, the 
application does not form part of the Policy. 

Financial implications 

The proposed changes to the Policy and application relate to precautionary and anticipatory 
measures resulting in the consideration of genuine hardship situations only. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Accountability would be strengthened upon the adoption of the proposed changes to the Hardship 
Provision – Rates and Charges Policy and application. 
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DIANE SAWYERS 
MANAGER REVENUE & PROPERTY  

CLARE PHELAN 
GROUP MANAGER FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

 
Attachments: 1. Proposed Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges Policy 
 2. Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges Policy with track changes 

3.    Proposed Application for Hardship Assistance – Rates and Charges  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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POLICY 
 
 
 
 
REV:  
 

FILE No. 
A0140326 

Hardship Provision – Rates and 
Charges 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework for assessing and processing requests for 
financial assistance from ratepayers who are suffering substantial financial hardship with the 
payment of their rates and charges. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this policy are to: 
 
Provide assistance where possible, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and 
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 NSW, to those ratepayers who are experiencing 
substantial financial difficulties in paying their rates and charges. 
 
Provide an administrative process to determine hardship applications. 
 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION 
Local Government Act 1993 NSW 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 NSW 
Valuation of Land Act 1916 NSW 
 
 
RELATED POLICIES and PLANS 
Debt Recovery Policy 
Privacy Management Plan 
 
BACKGROUND 
This policy recognises that due to exceptional circumstances, ratepayers may at times encounter 
difficulty in paying rates and charges.  The policy provides the framework to be followed in 
providing assistance to those ratepayers who are suffering substantial financial hardship.  A 
ratepayer in substantial financial hardship is someone who is identified by themselves, the Council 
or an independent financial counsellor as having the intention, but not the financial capacity to 
make the required payments within the timeframe set out in the rates and charges notice.  Where a 
ratepayer falls within this definition, the Council may apply its Hardship Provision – Rates and 
Charges policy.  
 
 
1.  POLICY 
 
1.1  The Local Government Act 1993 NSW (LGA) specifies a range of assistance measures that 
Council can provide to ratepayers who are experiencing substantial financial hardship, including 
those addressed in this policy - Sections 567 and 601. 
 
 

C/M  
Minute No.  
 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 147 
 
2.  Eligibility 
 
2.1  This Policy is available to the ratepayers of land categorised as Residential or Farmland for 
rating purposes within the Mid-Western Regional Council local government area, subject to a 
number of limitations as disclosed in the “definitions” and “provisions” sections of this Policy. 
 
3.  Definitions 
 
3.1  Ratepayer – the person liable for payment of the rates of the property for which hardship is 
being claimed. 
 
3.2  Residential or Farmland categorisation for rating purposes– all land categorised as Residential 
or Farmland for rating purposes in accordance with S515 and S516 LGA. 
 
3.3  Principal place of residence – the property that the ratepayer occupies as their sole or 
dominant residence. 
 
3.4  Property ownership qualifying period – the applicant having been the ratepayer on the property 
for which the application is being made for a period of not less than 1 year. 
 
3.5  Mixed developments – those properties that are subject to a Mixed Development 
Apportionment Factor (MDAF) furnished to Council by the Valuer General and are rated in 
accordance with the MDAF as part Residential and part Business.  The part of the property that is 
subject to an MDAF and rated as Residential only, is to be considered in the calculation of the 
increase. 
 
3.6  Rates payable calculation test – the increase in the general rates levied as a result of a 
General Revaluation must be, at the minimum, 25% above the previous year’s rate levy, including 
any permissible rate increase adopted by Council in accordance with S506 & S508A LGA.   
 
 
4.  LGA, Section 567(c): Writing off of accrued interest 
 
4.1  Accrued interest on overdue rates and charges may be written off where payment of the 
accrued interest would cause the ratepayer financial hardship. 
 
4.2  Provisions 
 
4.3  The applicant/s must be the ratepayer/s of the property. 
 
4.4  Hardship provision relief will not be considered if the ratepayer/s has been convicted of fraud 
within the past 10 years. 
 
4.5  The property for which the ratepayer/s is requesting assistance is the only property in which 
the ratepayer/s has an interest. 
 
4.6  The property must be the ratepayer/s principal place of residence. 
 
4.7  The property must be land categorised as either Residential or Farmland for rating purposes. 
 
4.8  The residential component of mixed developments will only be considered for the hardship 
provision assistance. 
 
4.9  The ratepayer/s must enter into a payment agreement in accordance with S564(1) LGA, 
facilitated by Council’s Debt Recovery Policy, for settlement of the overdue rates and charges. 
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4.10  Interest on overdue rates and charges will be written off, provided that the ratepayer/s 
honours the payment agreement entered into in accordance with S 564(1) LGA relating to the 
payment of the overdue amounts.  If the payment agreement is not adhered to, the accrued 
interest on the overdue rates and charges will not be written off. 
 
 
5.  LGA, Section 601: Hardship Resulting from certain Valuation Changes 
 
5.1  A ratepayer who suffers substantial financial hardship as the consequence of the making and 
levying of a rate on the most recent valuation may apply to Council for deferral of payment of the 
calculated amount as stipulated in the Provisions, below.  The rate will not be waived or reduced. 
 
5.2  Provisions: 
 
5.3  Assistance is only available in relation to general purpose rates.  No assistance is provided for 
any other charges or special rates levied on the property. 
 
5.4  Assistance is only available in the first year that the new valuations are used to levy the 
general purpose rate, i.e. only to 30 June of the financial year in which the general purpose rate 
was levied. 
 
5.5  The application must be made within 3 months of the posting date of the Rates and Charges 
Notice in the first year of the use of the General Revaluation for rating purposes.  
 
5.6  The applicant/s must be the ratepayer/s of the property and satisfy the property ownership 
qualifying period. 
 
5.7   Hardship provision relief will not be considered if the ratepayer/s has been convicted of fraud 
within the past 10 years. 
 
5.8  The property must be the ratepayer/s principal place of residence. 
 
5.9  The property must be land categorised as either Residential or Farmland for rating purposes. 
 
5.10 The residential component of mixed developments will only be considered for the hardship 
provision assistance. 
 
5.11  Applications for assistance must meet the ‘Rates payable calculation test’. 
 
5.12  The ratepayer/s must enter into a payment agreement in accordance with S564(1) LGA, 
facilitated by Council’s Debt Recovery Policy, for settlement of the deferred amount. 
 
5.13  Interest on outstanding deferred amounts will not accrue, provided that the ratepayer/s 
honours the payment agreement entered into in accordance with S 564(1) LGA relating to the 
payment of the deferred amount.  If the payment agreement is not adhered to, interest, in 
accordance with S566 LGA, will apply from the date of the default. 
 
 
6.  PROCEDURE 
 
6.1  Applications for Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges must be made on the Hardship 
Assistance application form available from Council’s website or from any of Council’s offices. 
 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 149 
 
6.2  All Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges applications will be determined in accordance 
with Council delegations and where considered necessary, will be discussed only in a meeting of 
Closed Council. 
 
6.3  Further information, supporting documentation or an interview with the ratepayer/s may be 
requested, if considered necessary, to fully understand the issues causing hardship. 
 
6.4  All Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges applicants will be advised in writing of Council’s 
decision within 30 days of receipt of the application. 
. 
6.5  Any applicant dissatisfied with Council’s decision may request that the application be 
reconsidered.  Such requests must be made within 7 days of being advised that the initial 
application was unsuccessful. 
 
6.6  All applicants have the obligation of informing Council within 21 days of any change in 
circumstances that may affect ultimate eligibility under the Hardship Provision – Rates & Charges. 
 
6.7  All data collected through the Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges process will be dealt 
with by way of Council’s Privacy Management Plan.. 

 
6.8  Sections 564(2), 567(a) and 567(b) LGA allow Council to write off or reduce interest accrued 
on rates and charges if a person complies with an agreement as to periodical payment or if the 
person was unable to pay the rates and charges by the due date for reasons beyond that person’s 
control.  These Sections do not refer to financial hardship and are therefore covered in Council’s 
Debt Recovery Policy. 
 
 
VARIATION 
 
Council reserves the right to vary the terms and conditions of this policy, subject to a report to 
Council. 
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POLICY 
 
 
 
 
REV: 1/2/2014 
 

FILE No. 
A0140326 

Hardship Provision – Rates and 
Charges 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework for assessing and processing requests for 
financial assistance from ratepayers who are suffering substantial financial hardship with the 
payment of their rates and charges. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this policy are to: 
 
Provide assistance where possible, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and 
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 NSW, to those ratepayers who are experiencing 
substantial financial difficulties in paying their rates and charges. 
 
Provide an administrative process to determine hardship applications. 
 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION 
Local Government Act 1993 NSW 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 NSW 
Valuation of Land Act 1916 NSW 
 
RELATED POLICIES and PLANS 
Debt Recovery Policy 
Privacy Management Plan 
 
BACKGROUND 
This policy recognises that due to exceptional circumstances, ratepayers may at times encounter 
difficulty in paying rates and charges.  The policy provides the framework to be followed in 
providing assistance to those ratepayers who are suffering substantial financial hardship.  A 
ratepayer in substantial financial hardship is someone who is identified by themselves, the Council 
or an independent financial counsellor as having the intention, but not the financial capacity to 
make the required payments within the timeframe set out in the rates and charges notice.  Where a 
ratepayer falls within this definition, the Council may apply its Hardship Provision – Rates and 
Charges policy.  
 
 
1.  POLICY 
 
1.1  The Local Government Act 1993 NSW (LGA) specifies a range of assistance measures that 
Council can provide to ratepayers who are experiencing substantial financial hardship, including 
those addressed in this policy - Sections 567 and 601. 
 
 
2.  Eligibility 
 
2.1  This Policy is available to the ratepayers of all land categorised as Residential or Farmland for 
rating purposes within the Mid-Western Regional Council local government area, subject to a 
number of limitations as disclosed in the “definitions” and “provisions” sections of this Policy. 

ADOPTED 
C/M 1/2/2012 
Minute No. 32/12 
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3.  Definitions 
 
3.1  Ratepayer – the person liable for payment of the rates of the property for which hardship is 
being claimed. 
 
3.2  Residential or Farmland categorisation for rating purposes– all land categorised as Residential 
or Farmland for rating purposes in accordance with S515 and S516 LGA. 
 
3.3  Principal place of residence – the property that the ratepayer occupies as their sole or 
dominant residence. 
 
3.4  Property ownership qualifying period – the applicant having been the ratepayer on the property 
for which the application is being made for a period of not less than 1 year. 
 
3.5  Mixed developments – those properties that are subject to a Mixed Development 
Apportionment Factor (MDAF) furnished to Council by the Valuer General and are rated in 
accordance with the MDAF as part Residential and part Business.  The part of the property that is 
subject to an MDAF and rated as Residential only, is to be considered in the calculation of the 
increase. 
 
3.6  Rates payable calculation test – the increase in the general rates levied as a result of a 
General Revaluation must be, at the minimum, 25% above the previous year’s rate levy, including 
any permissible rate increase adopted by Council in accordance with S506 & S508A LGA.   
 
 
4.  LGA, Section 567(c): Writing off of accrued interest 
 
4.1  Accrued interest on overdue rates and charges may be written off where payment of the 
accrued interest would cause the ratepayer financial hardship. 
 
4.2  Provisions 
 
4.3  The applicant/s must be the ratepayer/s of the property. 
 
4.4  Hardship provision relief will not be considered if the ratepayer/s has been convicted of fraud  

within the past 10 years. 
 
4.4  5  The property for which the ratepayer/s is requesting assistance is the only property in which 
the ratepayer/s has an interest. 
 
4.5  6  The property must be the ratepayer/s principal place of residence. 
 
4.6  7  The property must be land categorised as either Residential or Farmland for rating 

purposes. 
 
4.7  8  The residential component of mixed developments will only be considered for the hardship 
provision assistance. 
 
4.8  9  The ratepayer/s must enter into a payment agreement in accordance with S564(1) LGA, 
facilitated by Council’s Debt Recovery Policy, for settlement of the overdue rates and charges. 
 
4.9  10  Interest on overdue rates and charges will be written off, provided that the ratepayer/s 
honours the payment agreement entered into in accordance with S 564(1) LGA relating to the 
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payment of the overdue amounts.  If the payment agreement is not adhered to, the accrued 
interest on the overdue rates and charges will not be written off. 
 
 
5.  LGA, Section 601: Hardship Resulting from certain Valuation Changes 
 
5.1  A ratepayer who suffers substantial financial hardship as the consequence of the making and 
levying of a rate on the most recent valuation may apply to Council for deferral of payment of the 
calculated amount as stipulated in the Provisions, below.  The rate will not be waived or reduced. 
 
5.2  Provisions: 
 
5.3  Assistance is only available in relation to general purpose rates.  No assistance is provided for 
any other charges or special rates levied on the property. 
 
5.4  Assistance is only available in the first year that the new valuations are used to levy the 
general purpose rate, i.e. only to 30 June of the financial year in which the general purpose rate 
was levied. 
 
5.5  The application must be made within 3 months of the posting date of the Rates and Charges 
Notice in the first year of the use of the General Revaluation for rating purposes.  
 
5.6  The applicant/s must be the ratepayer/s of the property and satisfy the property ownership 
qualifying period. 
 
5.7  Hardship provision relief will not be considered if the ratepayer/s has been convicted of fraud 

within the past 10 years. 
 
5.7  8  The property must be the ratepayer/s principal place of residence. 
 
5.8  9  The property must be land categorised as either Residential or Farmland for rating 

purposes. 
 
5.9  10  The residential component of mixed developments will only be considered for the hardship 
provision assistance. 
 
5.10  11  Applications for assistance must meet the ‘Rates payable calculation test’. 
 
5.11  12  The ratepayer/s must enter into a payment agreement in accordance with S564(1) LGA, 
facilitated by Council’s Debt Recovery Policy, for settlement of the deferred amount. 
 
5.12  13  Interest on outstanding deferred amounts will not accrue, provided that the ratepayer/s 
honours the payment agreement entered into in accordance with S 564(1) LGA relating to the 
payment of the deferred amount.  If the payment agreement is not adhered to, interest, in 
accordance with S566 LGA, will apply from the date of the default. 
 
 
6.  PROCEDURE 
 
6.1  Applications for Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges must be made on the Hardship 
Assistance application form available from Council’s website or from any of Council’s offices. 
 
6.2  All Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges applications will be determined in accordance 
with Council delegations and where considered necessary, will be discussed only in a meeting of 
Closed Council. 
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6.3  Further information, supporting documentation or an interview with the ratepayer/s may be 
requested, if considered necessary, to fully understand the issues causing hardship. 
 
6.4  All Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges applicants will be advised in writing of Council’s 
decision within 30 days of receipt of the application. 
6.5  Any applicant dissatisfied with Council’s decision may request that the application be 
reconsidered.  Such requests must be made within 7 days of being advised that the initial 
application was unsuccessful. 
 
6.6  All applicants have the obligation of informing Council within 21 days of any change in 
circumstances that may affect ultimate eligibility under the Hardship Provision – Rates & Charges. 
 
6.7  All data collected through the Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges process will be dealt 
with by way of Council’s Privacy Management Plan.. 

 
6.8  Sections 564(2), 567(a) and 567(b) LGA allow Council to write off or reduce interest accrued 
on rates and charges if a person complies with an agreement as to periodical payment or if the 
person was unable to pay the rates and charges by the due date for reasons beyond that person’s 
control.  These Sections do not refer to financial hardship and are therefore covered in Council’s 
Debt Recovery Policy. 
 
 
VARIATION 
 
Council reserves the right to vary the terms and conditions of this policy, subject to a report to 
Council. 
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6.2.12 Information and Directional Signage Policy  

REPORT BY MANAGER TECHNICAL SERVICES TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Information and signage policy 
A0100055, A0100051, A0100021 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Manager Technical Services on the Informational and Directional 

Signage Policy be received; 
 
2. That Council adopt the amended Information and Directional Signage Policy. 
 

Executive summary 

The purpose of this report is to amend the existing policy Information and Directional Signage 
Policy to allow accommodation signage on local roads within our region. It has become apparent 
due to the increased number of requests that the accommodation facilities in our region would like 
to have this signage on local roads for directional purposes. Some signage already exists however 
seems to have been installed without due consideration to the Roads and Maritime Service (RMS) 
guidelines.  The Tourism signage section of the proposed policy is unchanged. 

Detailed report 

The revised Information and Directional Signage Policy is attached. This policy has been revised to 
include service signage for accommodation facilities on local roads in our region. The idea of this 
signage will be to assist tourists visiting the area in locating various accommodation facilities on 
our local roads. Council previously has referred to the RMS guidelines for this type of signage 
which consists of a simplistic pictorial sign and most of the local facilities would not meet the 
requirements for this signage. 
 
The proposed policy allows signage incorporating the name of the accommodation facility to be 
installed on the closest local road intersection to the facility, thereby assisting in direction but in no 
way being used for advertising purposes or promoting excess roadside signage. Given the tourist 
nature of this region the proposed variation to the RMA policy is appropriate. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 
  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 161 
 
Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
 

ANDREW KEARINS 
MANAGER TECHNICAL SERVICES 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 
23 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Informational and Directional Signage Policy 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.13 Kandos Bicentennial Museum Committee  

REPORT BY MANAGER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL 
MEETING 
Kandos Bicentennial Museum Committee - April 
A0100055, A0060123 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Manager Community Development on the Kandos Bicentennial 

Museum Committee be received; 
 
2. Council accept the minutes of the Kandos Bicentennial Museum Committee 

meeting held on 12 April 2012. 
 

Executive summary 

The Committee meets to promote and coordinate the operation of Kandos Bicentennial Museum.  
The next meeting will take place on 14 June 2012. 

Detailed report 

Colin Jones provided an update to the Committee on the progress of works being carried out at the 
Museum and that there needed to be an application of extension to the grant as work would not be 
completed by the end of the funding period. This application for extension has been granted and 
the upgrade works are now required to be completed by September 30th, 2012. 
 
Leanne Wicks suggested a meeting on Saturday the 20th May to encourage a discussion about 
what volunteers wanted to do, to uncover talents and to encourage new recruits. This is to become 
a regular meeting every second month as proposed last year. 
 
The Committee passed a motion to allow Leanne Wicks to use the title and fulfil the role of Public 
Program Officer. Other matters discussed are contained in the minutes and attached hereto. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 
SIMON JONES 
MANAGER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
Attachments: 1. Minutes of the Meeting of the Kandos Bicentennial Museum held on 12.4.12. 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 
KANDOS BICENTENNIAL INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM 

HELD ON THURSDAY 12 APRIL 2012 
 
PRESENT: Cr Esme Martens, Ivy Tomlinson, Bob Tomlinson, Colin Jones, Marie Ford, Peg Butler, 
Leanne Wicks, 
 
Council Staff: Simon Jones, Virginia Handmer (minutes) 
 

1. WELCOME: Cr Martens declared the meeting open at 2.10pm and welcomed everyone. 
 
 

2. APOLOGIES:   Pam O’Connor, Bruce Fleming, Noel Costello  
 
Moved: Marie Ford  Seconded:  Ivy Tomlinson  Apologies Accepted 

 
 

3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES OF 9 FEBRUARY 2012 
 

Moved:  Leanne Wicks    Seconded: Marie Ford   Minutes Accepted 
 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

4.1 Upgrade works  
 

Colin Jones told the meeting that there needed to be an application of extension to the 
grant as work would not be completed by the end of the funding period). To assist in 
reducing delays Colin has purchased a shipping container to store building materials.  

 
4.2 CASP Grant for Mural  
 
The CASP grant application was unsuccessful. 

 
4.3 Auction at the Cement works  

 
No items purchased. 
 
4.4 Donations from the Kandos Cement Works 

 
As the works are still functioning it is not expected that donations will be received until the 
final shutdown is complete. 

 
4.6   Fees and Charges Policy for new exhibition area  

      
This has been deferred until the completion of the upgrade works. 

 
4.7  Research Fee 
 

A research fee of $20 (including GST) has been approved for requests for information from 
the KBM that require research. People requesting information need to fill out a request form 
and include a stamped self-addressed envelope with the submitted form for the reply. 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE 
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 AGM notice and social day invitation from Central Tablelands Chapter of Museums 

Aust; some discussion re getting a bus to get members to this; Colin will contact John 
Broadley and the Rylstone Club re a bus and then let VH know so she can tell 
committee members. 

 Emails from Wal Pilz re equipment for sale 
 Laurie Perelli (Isabella Plains) re Dawsons; Leanne Wicks has replied  
 DE North book; request dealt with by Noel; put to General Business 
 

6. ACCESSION REPORT 
 
No Accession report this meeting.  

 
7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Bob Tomlinson tabled his report and asked that the float in the till be increased to $120 and his 
report accepted.   
 
Motion: That the petty cash float for the Kandos Museum Committee be increased to 
$120.00. 
 
Moved Bob Tomlinson   Seconded: Marie Ford  Motion Carried 

 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report  
 
Moved Bob Tomlinson   Seconded: Marie Ford  Motion Carried 
 
Bob will order more postcards and place mats for the museum shop.  
 

  
8. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
8.1 Ivy tabled a wedding dress and after discussion it was decided that there needed to be 

evidence of its relevance to Kandos before it would be accessed for inclusion in the collection. 
 

8.2 Fern Tree Gully and Dunn’s Swamp brochures needed; V Handmer to get Fern Tree 
Gully ones and Colin to get Dunn’s Swamp ones from National Parks.  
 

8.3 Volunteers meeting 
Leanne Wicks suggested a meeting on Saturday the 20 May to encourage a discussion about 
what volunteers wanted to do, to uncover talents and to encourage new recruits. She will 
develop a flyer and send it to SJ and then VH to be sent out to the volunteer list and Brent 
Barlow, Community News and KRR. 

 
8.4 Maintenance Issue 

 
The KBM has a leaking tower, gutters in need of cleaning out and repair, and render needing 
repair in the parapet. Colin Jones is happy to arrange an experienced renderer to do the work if 
he gets the go ahead. This work is urgent as both the building and exhibition items are being 
damaged by water.  
 

8.5 Public Programs Officer 
Leanne spoke about developing the relationship with Granville Historical Society re the life of 
Jessie Hickman and that Kandos Primary Schools museum visit was very successful. She 



170 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
asked that she have a role title to assist her in developing relationships with other institutions 
and schools; such as Public Programs Officer.  
 
Motion: That that the Committee allow Leanne Wicks to use the title and fulfil the role of 
Public Program Officer. 
 
Put Peg Butler  Seconded Ivy Tomlinson   Motion Carried 

  
8.6 VIM museums and galleries NSW small grants;  

Leanne would like to apply for a grant to create small themed boxes useful for school visits; 
aprons, slates, ink, etc. If successful the grant monies would need to be auspiced by Council.  
 
Motion: The Committee supports the application for a grant for Museum Box. 
 
Put Ivy Tomlinson  Seconded Marie Ford   Motion Carried  

 
8.7 Lue School Centenary 

This event will take place on Saturday 15th September this year. According to State records the 
school was originally situated in a creamery at Dungaree.  
 
Motion: that the Museum support the Lue School Centenary with a display 
 
Put Leanne Wicks   Seconded Marie Ford   Motion Carried 
 

8.8 Old Hawkins Store 
Anne Finnigan who has developed an artist residence in the old Kandos Stores building on 
Angus Ave has offered use of the window space for museum displays when it is not being used 
by artists or herself.  
 
Motion: That a letter of thanks be sent to Ms Finnigan for her kind offer of window 
display space. 
 
Put Marie Ford  Seconded Bob Tomlinson    Motion Carried 
 

8.9 Jesse Hickman  
On 22nd of April Leanne Wicks will be discussing Jessie Hickman and the Museum with Nell 
Schofield who has offered her support to the museum. She is an actress, feminist speaker, TV 
presenter and environmental activist. 

 
8.10 Naming of Exhibition Room 

There was further discussion about ‘naming’ this room and it was decided to discuss this more 
once the room is finished.  
 

8.11 Historical Material Heritage Grants (NSW) 
Discussion about the benefits of applying for a grant to protect machinery. 
 

8.12 Children’s books 
Leanne tabled a number of children’s picture books (with the theme of Museum) she has 
purchased as resources. 
 

8.13 ANZAC DAY 
Peg has offered to let KRR and The Mudgee Guardian know that KBM has a lot of ANZAC and 
War information and items. 
 

8.14 New Brochures for KBM 
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Andrew Walker, Kandos Street Machine offered a donation of money towards a new brochure 
with acknowledgement of KSM. 
 

8.15 Kandos Centenary Meeting update 
The first meeting was a brainstorm of ideas. The next meeting hopes to tighten up ideas, work 
out a date and then begin the activity list with groups assigned to them. Next meeting Monday 
23 April at Kandos High School Library at 4.30pm. 
 
9 ACTION LIST 

 
Item Responsibility 
Postcards and placemats to be ordered Bob Tomlinson 
John Broadley and Rylstone Club re bus for Central 
tableland Chapter AGM and social day and let VH 
know so she can tell committee 

Colin Jones 

  
Cash register needs service (in Dubbo) Colin Jones 
Letter to be sent when DVD received Virginia Handmer 
Kandos Cement Display proposal given to company Colin Jones 
Works request for lopping of trees on Jacques 
Street (done in 2011 but being followed up) works 
request TR0076/2012; job referred to Julian 
Geddes. 

Virginia Handmer 

Fees and charges for exhibition space on the 
agenda when upgrade works are completed 

Virginia Handmer 

Leaking roof, gutters cleaned and repaired, render 
on parapet repaired works request - BL0279/2012 

Virginia Handmer  

Thank you letter to Anne Finnigan for her use of 
shop window space 

Virginia Handmer 

Small Museum boxes grant Leanne Wicks 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.45pm. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 14 June 2012 at 2pm at the Kandos Museum. 
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6.2.14 Meals on Wheels, Home Modifications and Maintenance, and 
Mudgee Community Transport Policy Review 2012  

REPORT BY CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Meals on Wheels, Home Modification and Maintenance Service and Mudgee Community Transport  Policy Review 
2012 
A0100055, A0060205, A0060202, A0060204, A0060048, A0060203, A0060069 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Customer Service Manager on the Meals on Wheels, Home 

Modifications and Maintenance, and Mudgee Community Transport Policy 
Review 2012 be received; 

 
2. Council adopts the polices as amended. 
 

Executive summary 

Meals on Wheels, Home Modifications and Maintenance, and Mudgee Community Transport are 
funded as a Home and Community Services (HACC) program, and have recently amended their 
policy handbooks to comply with State and Federal Common Care Standards. 

Detailed report 

The Community Care Common Standards (Common Standards) have been developed jointly by 
the Australian Government and State and Territory Governments. The Common Standards are one 
part of a series of broader community care reforms across Home and Community Care (HACC) 
and other Australian Government community aged care programs. 

The Common Standards have been developed to simplify and streamline the reporting 
requirements on service providers that receive funding for community care programs from both 
State and Australian Government departments. 

The Common Standards will replace the National HACC Standards. 

There are three Common Standards: 

1. Effective management - The service provider demonstrates effective management 
processes based on a continuous improvement approach to service management, 
planning and delivery. 

 
2. Appropriate access and service delivery - Each service user (and prospective service 

user) has access to services and service users receive appropriate services that are 
planned, delivered and evaluated in partnership with themselves and/or their 
representative. 

 
3. Service user rights and responsibilities - Each service user (and/ or their 

representative) is provided with information to assist them to make service choices and 
has the right (and responsibility) to be consulted and respected. Service users (and/or 
their representative) have access to complaints and advocacy information and 
processes and their privacy and confidentiality and right to independence is respected. 
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Meals on Wheels, Home Modifications and Maintenance, and Mudgee Community Transport 
policies have been amended to ensure that the 3 Common Standards are reflected in their policies. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 

 
KATE RIACH 
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER 

CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 
GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
28 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Meals on Wheels Policy Review (included at the end of the Business paper) 
 2. Home Modification and Maintenance Service Policy Review (included at the 

end of the Business Paper) 
 3. Mudgee Community Transport Policy Review (included at the end of the 

Business Paper) 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.15 Minor Locality Boundary Adjustments  

REPORT BY MANAGER REVENUE AND PROPERTY TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Minor Locality Boundary Adjustments affecting the Localities of Gulgong, Galambine & Canadian Lead 
A0100055, P1249211, P1328511 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Manager of Revenue and Property on the minor Locality 

boundary adjustments be received; 
 
2. Council approve the minor Locality boundary adjustments to the localities of 

Gulgong, Galambine and Canadian Lead allowing the Geographical Names 
Board to implement the changes. 

 

Executive summary 

The Geographical Names Board has approached Council in relation to some minor issues in 
relation to two land parcels that are split between 2 or more localities.  The GNB would like to 
amend the Locality boundaries to ensure that these land parcels are wholly within one Locality. 

Detailed report 

Lot 1 DP 1013521, owned by Mr MS & Mrs JA Watt, is currently intersected by the boundary lines 
for the Localities of GULGONG, GALAMBINE and CANADIAN LEAD. The GNB would like to 
amend the boundary lines so that Lot 1 is included wholly within one locality.  The least disruptive 
amendment would be to include Lot 1 wholly within the Locality of CANADIAN LEAD and also 
request the GNB to include Lot 327 DP 755433, currently in the Locality of GULGONG, in the 
boundary adjustment.  This would ensure that the entire property owned by Mr & Mrs Watt would 
be included in the Locality of CANADIAN LEAD and no amendments would need to be made to 
their current property address. 
 
Lot 7 DP 1058026, owned by Magesta Pty Limited, is currently intersected by the boundary lines 
for the Localities of GULGONG and GALAMBINE.  The GNB would like to amend the boundary 
lines so that Lot 7 is included wholly within one locality.  The least disruptive amendment would be 
to include Lot 7 wholly within the Locality of GALAMBINE.  This would ensure that the entire 
property owned by Magesta Pty Limited would be included in the Locality of GALAMBINE and no 
amendments would need to be made to their current property address. 
 
Letters were sent to both property owners requesting their submissions/objections in relation to 
these boundary adjustments; no responses were received. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable 

Strategic or policy implications 

The minor alterations to the Locality boundaries to incorporate entire properties in these instances 
is considered to be rational. 
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DIANE SAWYERS 
MANAGER REVENUE & PROPERTY 

CLARE PHELAN 
GROUP MANAGER FINANCE & 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Attachments: 1. Email from Geographical Names Board dated 15 February 2012. 
 2. Letter to Magesta Pty Limited with map of affected area. 
 3. Letter to Mr MS & Mrs JA Watt with map of affected area. 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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6.2.16 Mudgee Saleyards Management Committee  

REPORT BY GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Mudgee Saleyards Management Committee 
A0100055, A0100055, A0100047, F0720036 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Group Manager Operations on the Mudgee Saleyards Management 

Committee be received; 
 
2. the minutes for the Mudgee Saleyards Management Committee ordinary monthly 

meeting held on 19 April 2012 be noted. 
 

Executive summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the considerations and recommendations of the 
Mudgee Saleyards Management Committee ordinary monthly meeting held on 19 April 2012. 

There are no matters arising that require consideration by Council at this time, noting that specific 
requests/recommendations are forwarded to Council under separate cover providing detailed 
information on requirements. Operational matters raised will be dealt with in due course when staff 
receives additional information. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 

 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 

 
16 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes of the Mudgee Saleyards Committee ordinary monthly meeting 

19 April 2012 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.17 Mudgee Showground – Use for Short Term Camping and 
Caravans  

REPORT BY GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES TO 6 JUNE 
2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Mudgee Showground 
A0100055, F0650007 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Group Manager Development and Community Services on the use 

of the Mudgee Showground for short term camping and caravans be received; 
 
2. Council commence negotiations with the NSW Department of Primary Industries 

(Crown Lands) to determine their requirements for the establishment of a short 
term caravan park at the Mudgee Showground. 

 
3. a further report be prepared for Council outlining the detailed costs of any 

upgrades required prior to the formulation of a Mudgee Showground’s Draft 
Management Plan.  

 

Executive summary 

The purpose of this report is to outline the permissibly and process required to allow the use of the 
Mudgee Showground for the purposes of short term camping and caravan park.   

Detailed report 

The establishment of a caravan park is normally subject to the requirements of: 
 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EPA Act) 
 State Environmental Planning Policy 21 Caravan Parks (SEPP 21) 
 The applicable Local Environmental Plan (Mid-Western Interim LEP 2008) 
 Local Government Act and the Local Government (Manufactured Homes Estates, Caravan 

Parks, Camping Grounds and Movable Dwellings) Regulations 2005. (LG Act and the 
Regulation) 

 
State Environmental Planning Policy 21 Caravan Parks (SEPP 21) 
 
Pursuant to the Mid-Western Interim LEP 2008 the Mudgee Showground is zoned Local Open 
Space – Public and Caravan Parks are permissible with consent.  In addition, SEPP 21 states: 

10   Matters to be considered by Councils 

A Council may grant a development consent required by this Policy only after it has considered the 
following:  
 
(a)  whether, because of its location or character, the land concerned is particularly suitable for 

use as a caravan park for tourists or for long-term residence, 
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(b)  whether there is adequate provision for tourist accommodation in the locality of that land, 

and whether existing or potential tourist accommodation will be displaced by the use of 
sites for long-term residence, 

(c) whether there is adequate low-cost housing, or land available for low-cost housing, in that 
locality, 

(d)  whether necessary community facilities and services are available within the caravan park 
to which the development application relates or in the locality (or both), and whether those 
facilities and services are reasonably accessible to the occupants of the caravan park, 

(e) any relevant guidelines issued by the Director, and 
(f) the provisions of the Local Government (Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds) 

Transitional Regulation 1993. 
 
Local Government Act and the Local Government (Manufactured Homes Estates, Caravan 
Parks, Camping Grounds and Movable Dwellings) Regulations 2005. 
 
The Regulation states:  

78   Unconditional exemptions 

The prior approval of the council is not required for the installation of a caravan, campervan or tent 
on Crown reserves or on land that is reserved or dedicated under the Forestry Act 1916.  
 
Note. The use of caravans, campervans and tents on such lands is regulated under the Crown 
Lands Act 1989 and the Forestry Act 1916, respectively. The use of caravans, campervans and 
tents on lands reserved or dedicated under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 is regulated 
under that Act. 
 
The Mudgee Showground is comprised of 3 Crown Reserves dedicated as a showground and 
therefore establishment of a short term caravan park or camping ground is exempt from the 
provisions of the Regulations. However, initial feedback from the Crown Lands Office indicates that 
the use would be an “additional purpose” to the “declared purpose” and therefore it would be 
necessary to prepare a Plan of Management.   
 
Section 112 of the Crown Lands Act states: 
 
(6) If, in relation to a draft plan of management prepared by a reserve trust, the reserve trust 

proposes that the reserve is to be used for an additional purpose, the reserve trust is to advise the 
Minister of the proposal. 

(7) Without limiting subsection (4), the Minister may, in the case of a draft plan of management that 
would, if adopted, authorise the reserve to be used for an additional purpose, require the draft 
plan to specify or deal with the following matters:  
(a) the condition of the reserve (including the condition of any buildings or other 

improvements on the reserve), 
(b) the existing use of the reserve (including the existing use of any buildings or other 

improvements on the reserve), 
(c) the nature and scale of the proposed additional purpose, 
(d) the nature, scale and term of any lease, licence or other arrangement that is intended to be 

granted or entered into in relation to the additional purpose, 
(e) any submissions made in relation to the draft plan as a result of the consultation process 

and public exhibition requirements under section 113. 
 
The Act requires that the Draft Plan of Management be placed on exhibition for 28 days. The 
Crown Lands Office have verbally indicated, at this stage, that they would be seeking compliance 
with the Local Government Act Regulations.  
 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1916%20AND%20no%3D55&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1989%20AND%20no%3D6&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1989%20AND%20no%3D6&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1916%20AND%20no%3D55&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1974%20AND%20no%3D80&nohits=y
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In conclusion, to establish a short stay caravan park on the Mudgee Showground Council will need 
to prepare a Development Application and a Plan of Management after consultation and 
concurrence from the Minister.  If the Plan of Management is prepared with regard to the 
Regulations (as per the verbal advice) than there may be a requirement to upgrade the facilities at 
the showground including internal roads, utility services, shower and toilet facilities, fire hydrants.  
It is proposed that further negotiations be undertaken with the Crown Lands Office to determine 
their requirements with the full cost to be reported to Council prior to the preparation of the 
Management Plan.    

Financial implications 

It should be noted by Council that if we do proceed to get consent for caravan parking and 
camping on this site, Council will be required to undertake some infrastructure work. At a minimum 
we would expect that an amenity block including showers would be required plus internal roads 
and fire fighting capabilities.  Experience would indicate that the cost of such work will be in excess 
of $250,000. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 

 
 CATHERINE VAN LAEREN 

GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
22 May 2012 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.18 Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee 

REPORT BY NOXIOUS WEEDS ADMINISTRATOR TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes of the Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee held 27 February 2012 
A0100055, A0130077 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. The report by the Noxious Weeds Administrator on the Noxious Weeds Advisory 

Committee be received; 
 
2. That the minutes of the Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee held on 27 February 

2012 be noted; 
 
3. That Council determine if a letter should be sent to the Minister in support of the 

motion put by Mr Mitchell Clapham for the formation of a Management 
Committee for Windamere Dam Foreshore. 

. 

Executive summary 

Meetings of the Noxious Weeds Advisory committee are held quarterly, the purpose of which is to 
review the overall strategic direction of noxious weed control in the Mid Western Regional Council 
area and to ensure desired outcomes are being achieved. 

Detailed report 

Item 3.2 of the Minutes refers to the Windamere Dam Foreshore and a motion put forward by Mr 
Mitchell Clapham that a letter be sent to the Minister in support of his suggestion that a 
management committee be formed to manage pest animals and noxious weeds on the Windamere 
Dam foreshore. 
 
To assist in determining if this motion be supported Council should note the following points: 
 
1. Officers from the Noxious Weeds Section have met with most of the current lessees of 

Windamere Dam blocks to discuss noxious weed management with positive outcomes 
being achieved. 

 
2. The Consulting Managers of Windamere Dam recently held a meeting for potential lessees 

of Windamere Dam blocks. The Noxious Weeds Section attended, provided handouts for 
this meeting, and had the opportunity of speaking to those who attended. Some of those 
successful lessees have since made contact with the Chief Weeds Officer to arrange 
meetings to discuss noxious weed control and put management plans in place. 

 
3. The Noxious Weeds Section have established a good working relationship with both the 

lessees and the consulting managers, who have agreed to intervene should the need arise, 
where lessees are not maintaining their noxious weed control management plan.  

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 
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Strategic or policy implications 

In light of the current Terry Ryan report regarding the LHPA review the question should be asked if 
this is the right time to push for the formation of another management committee in relation to 
noxious weed control. 
 
 

 
SUSAN BURNS 
NOXIOUS WEEDS ADMINISTRATOR 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 
21 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes of the Weeds Advisory Committee held 27 February 2012. 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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MINUTES 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NOXIOUS WEEDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUDGEE 
ON MONDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2012 AT 9 am 

 
  

PRESENT:  Cr John Webb (Chair), Brad Cam (Group Manager – Operations), Craig 
Nott, Mitchell Clapham, Alan Heath, Vince Forgione (Chief Weeds Officer),  

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Susan Burns (Noxious Weeds Administrator). 
 
 

1. Apologies 
There were no apologies. 

 
2. Confirmation of Minutes  

 
Motion: Nott/Heath 
 
That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 5 December 2011 be taken as reqd 
and confirmed. 
 

The motion was put and carried 
 

3. Matters Arising  
 
3.1 Investigation into charge for reinspections conducted on properties where 

owners do not comply with the Noxious Weeds Act. 
A proposal has been submitted for the establishment of three new fees in relation to 
non-compliance of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. It is proposed that these new fees 
come into effect in the new financial year. 
 
3.1.1 Section 18 Weed Control Notice Reinspection Fee 
It is proposed that a reinspection fee of $150 be charged on issue of the Section 18 
Weed Control Notice to supplement the cost of the inspection and to serve as an 
incentive to property owners to carry out the necessary noxious weed control and 
avoid being charged this fee. 
 
3.1.2 Administration Fee on Section 20 Enforcement 
As provided by Section 20 of the Noxious Weeds Act, in those cases where 
property owners have failed to undertake required weed control after the issue of a 
Section 18 Weed Control Notice, Council is empowered to carry out weed control on 
the land subject to the weed control order. Section 60 of the Act provides that the 
costs incurred by Council in carrying out this work may be charged to the owner and 
raised as a debt against the subject land. 
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It is proposed that an administration charge of $300.00 be made to cover costs 
associated with Section 20 enforcement action. 
 
3.1.3 Forced Entry – Lock Fee 
Landowners are notified by letter of Council’s intention to inspect their property at 
least 2-3 weeks prior to the scheduled inspection. This letter requests that access to 
their property be made available to Weeds Inspectors to carry out the inspection. 
They are also requested to contact council should they wish to accompany the 
inspector on the inspection. They are advised that it is an offence to obstruct, hinder 
or prevent an inspector or authorised officer from carrying out an inspection and that 
if necessary, inspectors may use reasonable force (Under Section 46 of the Act) to 
gain entry. 
 
Should it be necessary use reasonable force, e.g. to cut the chain on a locked gate, 
a Council lock is attached to the chain at the conclusion of the inspection to secure 
the property and the property owner is notified that this has occurred. The property 
owner’s lock remains on the chain which allows them normal access. 
 
It is proposed that if it is necessary to take action under Section 46 of the Act, a fee 
of $150 be charged to cover the cost of supplying the lock and to supplement the 
cost of deferring the inspection until approval has been granted from the General 
Manager to use reasonable force under the Act. 
 
The property owner would be advised of this process and the fee, in the intention to 
inspect letter and it is hoped that this will decrease the number of forced entry 
situations arising. 
 
The proposed fees were noted and it was agreed that the fees be considered 
in the current Management Plan review process. 
 
 

3.2 Windamere Dam Foreshore 
A meeting has been arranged for potential lessees of the Windamere blocks. The 
Chief Weeds Officer has been invited to attend and information on noxious weed 
management will be provided to potential lessees. 
 
Motion: Clapham/Heath 
 
That a letter be sent to the Minister in support of the suggestion made by 
Mitchell Clapham on the formation of a management committee to include 
representatives from local control authorities, LHPA and other community 
organisations to manage pest animals and noxious weeds on the Windamere 
Dam foreshore. 

 
4. Inspection and Roadside Spraying Program Update 

The updated report was noted. 
 
5. General business 

 
5.1 Roadside Signage 
 Cr Webb was thanked for his donation of $1700 towards Spiny Burrgrass signage.  
 The Chief Weeds Officer advised that the signs had been produced (examples 

tabled) and would be put in place asap with the existing Serrated Tussock 
awareness signs relocated to ensure they continue to be highly visible to the 
general public 
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5.2 Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee 
 Minutes of the General Meeting No. 125 held on Tuesday 8 November 2011 at 

Cabonne were noted. 
 

Agenda of the General Meeting to be held on Tuesday 14 February 2012 in Orange 
was noted. 
 

5.3 CMA Grant Funding 
 5.3.1 Weeds of National Significance Incentive funding 

A grant of $15,000 has been approved for a project to construct an 
educational facility on Mudgee Showground. This facility will be used as part 
of our educational and awareness strategy and will allow us to hold regular 
educational activities throughout the year. 

 
It is hoped that the shed construction will be completed in April 2012. 
 

5.3.2 Weed Management WONS #47 
A grant of $7,000 has been approved as a contribution towards the aerial 
inspection program to identify and confirm infestations of Serrated Tussock 
which will enable future planning of on-ground inspection programs. 

 
 5.4 Weed Alert 
  The Chief Weeds Officer advised of an infestation of Alligator Weed located in the 

Bocoble Area. Properties downstream from the infestation have been targeted for 
inspection and investigation into the source is continuing. 

 
 5.5 Correct treatment methods and treatment timing of Serrated Tussock. 
  Discussion was held on the correct treatment of Serrated Tussock and the correct 

time to treat this weed.  
 
 5.6 Noxious Weed infestations on adjoining LCA boundaries of Lithgow and 

Bathurst 
  Some discussion took place regarding this ongoing problem and it was suggested 

that the Mayor be advised of the issues with the suggestion that he meet with the 
Mayor of each of these bordering councils to help resolve the issues. Group 
Manager Operations to brief the Mayor. 

 
 6. Next Meeting 
  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 4 June 2012. 
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ACTION LIST 
 
 
Item Subject Action Action Officer Status 
3.2 Windamere 

Dam Foreshore 
That a letter be sent to the 
Minister in support of the 
suggestion made by Mitchell 
Clapham on the formation of a 
management committee for 
the Windamere Dam 
Foreshore which should 
include a representative from 
the LHPA and the Chief 
Weeds Officer. 
 

Noxious Weeds 
Administrator/Chief 
Weeds Officer 

Pending 

5.1 Spiny 
Burrgrass 
Signage 

Signage to be erected Chief Weeds 
Officer 

Completed 

5.3 Noxious Weeds 
Educational 
Facility 

Shed to be completed at 
Mudgee Showground 

Chief Weeds 
Officer 

Under construction 

5.6 Infestations on 
adjoining LCA 
boundaries 

The Mayor to be advised of 
the issues with the suggestion 
that he meet with the Mayor of 
each of these bordering 
councils to help resolve the 
issues. Group Manager 
Operations to brief the Mayor. 

Group Manager – 
Operations 

Pending 
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6.2.19 Tender Assessment – T71112HUN Road Safety Barrier Systems 

– Supply Only 

REPORT BY FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT TO 6TH JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Road Safety Barrier Tender Assessment Report 
A0100055, A010026 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by the Financial Accountant on the Tender Assessment - T71112HUN 

Road Safety Barrier Systems - Supply Only be received; 
 
2. Council accepts a tender panel for the tender T71112HUN for Category 2: Supply 

Only of Road Safety Barrier Systems and that Council enters into a contract with 
the following: 
 Above & Beyond Concepts 
 Australian Construction Products Pty Ltd 
 Ingal Civil Products 

at the prices set out in the tendered Schedule of Rates in accordance with 
clause 178 of the Local Government  (General) Regulation 2005 for the 
period to 31 March 2014, with provision for a twelve month extension based 
on satisfactory supplier performance. 

  
3. Council authorises the General Manager to finalise and execute the contract on 

behalf of Council with: 
 Above & Beyond Concepts 
 Australian Construction Products Pty Ltd 
 Ingal Civil Products 

for T71112HUN Category 2: Supply Only of Road Safety Barrier Systems. 
 

Executive summary 

Regional Procurement has called a Panel Source tender for road safety barrier systems on 
behalf of participating Hunter Regional Organisation Council member councils under the 
following Categories: 
  

 Category 1: Supply and Installation  
 Category 2: Supply Only  

 
In accordance with the procurement policy Council may accept the tender if it represents best 
value to Council. 
 
Tenders closed 10:00am Tuesday 20 March 2012.  
 
Advertisements for the tender were placed in the following media: 
 

 Sydney Morning Herald on 28 February 2012 
 Tenderlink on 28 February 2012 
 Newcastle Herald on 3 March 2012 
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 Mudgee Guardian on 9 March 2012 
 Community News on 16 March 2012 

 
This contract will run for 23 months from 1 May 2012 to 31 March 2014.  A one (1) year option may 
be taken up based on satisfactory performance by the successful tenderer. 
  
The contract is estimated to have a value of $190,000 per annum.  
 
The responses were compiled by Regional Procurement with the tender assessment panel 
comprising representatives from Port Stephens, Cessnock and Maitland City Councils. Members of 
the Tender Assessment Panel used pre-agreed weightings to determine which tenderers offered 
the best value for money.  
 
The tender evaluation panel recommendation is: 
 
Category 2: Supply Only of Road Safety Barrier Systems  
 
1. That the tenderer/s representing best value be appointed as Panel suppliers to respective 

participating HROC member councils for the period 1 May 2012 to 31 March 2014, and  
 
2. That provision is allowed for a 12 month extension based on satisfactory supplier 

performance which may take this tender through to 31 March 2015.  

Detailed report 

Three tenders in total were received for Category 2 - Supply Only from: 
 Above & Beyond Concepts 
 Australian Construction Products Pty Ltd 
 Ingal Civil Products 

 
As Council currently purchases road safety barrier products from Ingal Civil a comparison of price 
was conducted. Attachment 2 shows tendered prices are lower than current prices on all except for 
one of the quoted items, where price remained the same.  
 
The Regional Procurement evaluation report and price schedules are presented as a confidential 
attachment to this report due to the information being commercial in confidence.  
 
Council currently engage JC’s Constructions Pty Limited for installation of road safety barrier 
systems under the General Contractors tender 2010/09. Therefore Category 1: Supply and 
Installation of Road Safety Barrier Systems of tender T71112HUN was not considered.  
 
Conforming Tenders  
All tenders met the mandatory requirements and proceeded to a detailed evaluation. 
  
Non-complying or Alternate Tenders  
No non-conforming or alternate tenders were received. 
 
Evaluation Methodology  
The objective of the evaluation was to select the tenderer(s) offering the best value for money in a 
rational and defensible way which is fair to all tenderers.  The evaluation criteria and criteria 
weightings applied to this evaluation process are shown below: 
 
Criteria % 
Price 55 
Customer Service 15 
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Criteria % 
Referees 10 
Quality Assurance 10 
WH&S 10 

 
Tenders were evaluated strictly in accordance with the Tender Evaluation Plan, and in compliance 
with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005.  
 
Evaluation Findings  
All tenderers were assessed and scored against the evaluation criteria listed in the tender 
document and weightings in the Evaluation Plan to determine the Total Weighted Score. The 
scores are listed below.  
 
Tenderer Total Weighted Score 
Above & Beyond Concepts 65.77 
Australian Construction Products Pty Ltd 89.70 
Ingal Civil Products 93.47 

 
It is recommended that all tenderers be accepted onto a panel of suppliers for the supply of road 
safety barrier products. 

Financial implications 

The price comparison in attachment 2 is based on the purchase of a single item. Historically bulk 
purchase orders attract a price discount similar to the tendered price. Consequently we do not 
expect significant cost savings from this tender outcome. However as the estimated contract spend 
on this category of products will likely exceed the tender threshold of $150,000 as set out in the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 , it is necessary for Council to have undertaken the 
tender process. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Council’s Procurement Policy applies. 
 
 
NEIL BUNGATE 
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT 

CLARE PHELAN 
GROUP MANAGER FINANCE & 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
25th May 2012 
 
Attachments:  1. Regional Procurement Evaluation Report (included in the confidential 

 section of this business paper) 
  2. Schedule of Tenderers Rates – Supply Only (included in the confidential 

 section of this business paper) 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 



198 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 

6.2.20 Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation – Tender recommendation for 
Putta Bucca Pump Station contract  

REPORT BY BUSINESS MANAGER SERVICES TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Tender Recommendation - Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation - Putta Bucca Pump Station contract 
A0100055, F0740001 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Business Manager Services on the Mudgee Sewerage 

Augmentation  Tender recommendation for Upgrading of Putta Bucca Pumping 
Station Contract be received; 

 
2. Subject to satisfactory financial assessment and concurrence of the NSW Office 

of Water, Council accepts the tender of Poonindie P/L for the Putta Bucca 
Pumping Station and Associated Works for the sum of $2,680,381.00 (including 
GST); 

 
3. The General Manager is authorised to approve variations of up to 2% of the 

contract price ($53,607.62 including GST). 
 

Executive summary 

A Request for Tenders for the Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation – Upgrading of Putta Bucca 
Pumping Station was advertised in the Sydney Morning Herald and Mudgee Guardian (Community 
News) and on the NSW Department of Services, Technology and Administration (eTendering) and 
Council’s websites during December 2011 and January 2012. Tenders closed on 2 February 2012 
and six submissions were received. Following a detailed review of submissions it is recommended 
that, subject to satisfactory financial assessment and concurrence of the NSW Office of Water, 
Council accepts the tender of Poonindie P/L (trading as Ted Wilson and Sons) for the lump sum 
price of $2,680,381.00 including GST (i.e. $2,436,710.00 plus GST). It is further recommended that 
Council authorises the General Manager to approve variations of up to 2% (i.e. $48,734.20 plus 
GST) of the contract sum. 

Detailed report 

The Putta Bucca Sewage Pumping Station needs to be upgraded to accommodate the changed 
discharge requirements associated with pumping untreated sewage to the new Mudgee Sewage 
Treatment Plant location. 
 
Council engaged NSW Water Solutions to modify the design of the Putta Bucca Sewage Pump 
Station to realise construction cost savings. Cost savings for construction of the alternate design 
offered by Tenderers for the Mudgee Sewage Treatment Plant and Putta Bucca Pumping Station 
Contract were considered too low. Subsequently, the upgrading of Putta Bucca Pumping Station 
was removed from the Sewage Treatment Plant Contract in June 2011. 
 
The current pre-tender estimate for this work is $2,600,000 including GST. 
 
The NSW Department of Public Works was engaged to alter contract documents and undertake 
tender assessment of the Upgrading of Putta Bucca Pumping Station works. Assessment was in 
accordance with the agreed Tender Evaluation Plan. 
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Tender submissions were received from the following: 
 
1. Due Easy P/L trading as Hardrock Excavations 
2. Gongues Constructions P/L 
3. Kerroc Constructions P/L 
4. Ledonne Constructions P/L 
5. Poonindie P/L trading as Ted Wilson and Sons 
6. Precision Civil Infrastructure P/L 
 
All tenders met the requirements of the Request For Tender documents with the exception of 
qualifications and departures included in tenders submitted by Poonindie P/L and Kerroc 
Constructions P/L. In order to identify the most advantageous tender for the specified works, 
values of qualifications and departures were assessed and added to original Tender Amounts 
 
Poonindie P/L had the lowest Assessed Tender Amount and is considered capable of completing 
the works satisfactorily. Poonindie P/L was asked to withdraw unacceptable qualifications and 
departures which they offered to do with an adjustment to the original Tender Amount. The Tender 
Amount from Poonindie P/L is 3.09% above the pre-tender estimate. 
 

It is recommended, subject to satisfactory financial assessment, that Council accepts the adjusted 
tender of Poonindie P/L for a lump sum of $2,680,381.00 including GST. 
 

As the project will receive financial assistance from the NSW Government, concurrence of the 
NSW Office of Water is required prior to issuing a letter of acceptance. 

Financial implications 

Council has received confirmation that the Mudgee Sewerage Augmentation project is eligible for 
financial assistance of 26.3% for this work. Concurrence of the NSW Office of Water is required 
prior to issuing a letter of acceptance. 
 

Council will recall at the last meeting we approved the power supply contract for the Putta Bucca 
pumping station. This is contract is for the physical construction. The approved contract for the 
power supply was some $101,000 under the pre tender estimate. This contract is some $80,000 
over the pre tender estimate. When balance together the overall prices are below the estimates. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Council approved award of contract for construction of the new Mudgee Sewage Treatment Plant 
in June 2011 subject to concurrence of the NSW Office of Water. Concurrence was received on 10 
August 2010 and construction of the new Mudgee Sewage Treatment Plant has commenced. 
Upgrade of the Putta Bucca Pumping Station is required to enable raw sewage to be pumped to 
the new Sewage Treatment Plant. 
 

 
CLAIRE CAM 
BUSINESS MANAGER SERVICES 

BRAD CAM 
GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 

 
25 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. NSW Department of Public Works Tender Recommendation Report (included 

in the Confidential section of the Business Paper)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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6.2.21 Monthly Budget Review – April 2012  

REPORT BY MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
April Monthly Review 
A0100055, A0149935 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by Management Accountant on the April 2012 Monthly Budget Review 

be received; 
 
2. the 2011/12 Management Plan be amended in accordance with the variations as 

listed on pages 4 to 6 of the April 2012 Monthly Budget Review and reproduced 
in the report below;  

 
3. the 2011/12 Management Plan be amended in accordance with the variations as 

listed on page 4 of the April Monthly Review and reproduced in the report below; 
and 

 
4. the opinion by the Responsible Accounting Officer regarding the satisfactory 

financial position of Council, based upon the revised estimates of income and 
expenditure, be noted. 

 

Executive summary 

This report presents to Council the April Monthly Budget Review of the 2011/12 Management Plan.  

Detailed report 

Section 407(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that the General Manager report to 
Council within two months after the end of each quarter as to the extent to which the performance 
targets set by Council’s current Management Plan have been achieved during the quarter. 
 
Further, Clause 203 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that the 
Responsible Accounting Officer of a council prepare and submit to Council within two months after 
the end of each quarter, a budget review statement. The budget review statement must show, by 
reference to the estimate of income and expenditure set out in the management plan adopted by 
Council, a revised estimate of the income and expenditure for the year. The budget review 
statement must also be accompanied by a report as to whether or not the Responsible Accounting 
Officer believes that the financial position of the council is satisfactory, having regard to the original 
estimates of income and expenditure. 
 
The Quarterly Review reporting package includes: 
 

 An Executive Summary; 
 A financial commentary, including updates on Cash, Reserves, Developer Contributions 

and Employee Costs; 
 Consolidated financial statements including an Income Statement and Balance Sheet; 
 Financial information and commentary on the progress of Capital Works including a 

summary of capital funding; 
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 A review of contracts, and legal and consultative expenditure; 
 A schedule of key statistical information; 
 An investment portfolio review;  
 A monthly review of the Development Application process; 
 Councillor Fees and Expenses. 

 
The April Monthly Report recommends the following 2011/12 Management Plan variations to 
Council: 
 

 

April Proposed Variations

Management Plan Activity Variation  Amount 

GENERAL FUND

Contra Variations

Roads & Bridges Capital Defer to 2012/13 rehabilitation works in Mayne St due to warmer weather required to lay seal 28,500 C

Roads & Bridges Capital Transfer to Capital Program Reserves - Mayne St Rehabilitation, Gulgong (28,500) C

Roads & Bridges Capital Savings on Urban Roads - Denison St, Mudgee 8,500 C

Roads & Bridges Capital Savings on Urban Roads - Court St, Mudgee 5,200 C

Roads & Bridges Capital Install traffic calming devices on Inglis St, Mudgee (13,700) C

Administration & 

Management Services Improved plant hire income 150,000 C

Administration & 

Management Services Increase transfer to Plant Fund Reserves (150,000) C

Administration & 

Management Services Improved prices for major plant sales 90,000 C

Administration & 

Management Services Reduce transfer from Plant Fund Reserves (90,000) C

Carparking, Cycleways & 

Streetscaping Capital Defer to 2012/13 pedestrian path Kandos to Clandulla due to delays with rail authority 40,000 C

Carparking, Cycleways & 

Streetscaping Capital Transfer from Capital Program Reserves - Kandos to Clandulla pedestrian pathway (40,000) C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Deferral to 2012/13 of chemical storage unit delivery for stores OH/S upgrades 12,500 C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Transfer to Capital Program Reserves - chemical storage units (12,500) C

Regulatory Control Reduced State Weed Management expenditure 33,000 C

Regulatory Control

Reduced State Weed Management grant funding - amount approved by State Government 

lower than previous years (33,000) C

Parks & Reserves Capital Defer works on third netball court, Kandos Simpkins Park 24,500 C

Parks & Reserves Capital Transfer from Capital Program Reserves - Kandos Netball Courts (24,500) C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Grant funding to be received - Rural Fire Services capital building works 1,000 C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Rural Fire Services capital building works - Windeyer Fire Station - grant funded (1,000) C

Economic Development 

Capital Transfer from Land Development Reserves - Saleyards site development 20,000 C

Economic Development 

Capital Consultant costs for Old Saleyards site development (20,000) C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Corporate Buildings Upgrade Budget Only - allocate budget to Mudgee Admin Centre 3,630 C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Gulgong Administration Centre - savings on capital works 2,000 C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Mudgee Administration Centre - savings on old police station building works investigations 15,000 C

Administration & 

Management Services Capital Mudgee Administration Centre - office modification & furniture (20,630) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 0
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In addition to the April Monthly Budget Review variations, the January Monthly Budget Review 
variations have been included in this report in order to obtain a resolution from Council to amend 
the 2011/12 Management Plan. Although this report was provided to Council on the 7th March 2012 
with the impact of these budget variations included in full, the Council Report and Minute failed to 
capture the resolution of Council required to amend the Management Plan as the report had only 
been noted by Council. The variations have been listed below for Council to review before 
approving the recommendation point 3 above. 
 
 

 

WATER FUND

Contra Variations

Water Supply Capital Defer Clearwater Pump Station refurbishment until further investigations are complete 10,000 C

Water Supply Capital Transfer from Reserves - Water Reserve (10,000) C

Water Supply Capital Defer Burrundulla Pump Station works until further investigations are complete 8,000 C

Water Supply Capital Transfer from Reserves - Water Reserve (8,000) C

Water Supply Capital

partial deferral of budget to 2012/13 - Rylstone/Kanods water augmentation. Major works over 

multiple years. 70,000 C

Water Supply Capital Transfer from Reserves - Water Reserve (70,000) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL WATER FUND 0

SEWER FUND

Contra Variations

Sewer Capital Allocate budget from Sewer Pump Station Budget Only 20,000 C

Sewer Capital Industrial Sewer Pump Station works increased due to power supply costs (20,000) C

Sewer Capital Sewer Mains Burrundulla Rd - defer works to 2012/13 until completion of pump station 23,000 C

Sewer Capital Transfer from Reserves - Sewer Reserve (23,000) C

Sewer Capital Mudgee Sewer Augmentation - partial deferral of contractor works to 2012/13 1,390,000 C

Sewer Capital Transfer from Reserves - Sewer Reserve (1,390,000) C

Sewer Capital Insurance claim for lightning damage at Gulgong Sewer Treatment Plant 120,165 C

Sewer Capital

Repair works to telemetry and control systems at Gulgong Sewer Treatment Plant - Insurance 

funded (120,165) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL SEWER FUND 0

Code

F - Favourable

U - Unfavourable

C - Contra

January Monthly Report

Management Plan Activity Variation  Amount 

GENERAL FUND

Contra Variations

Regulatory Control Capital Grant received from Weeds of National Significance Incentive funding 15,000 C

Regulatory Control Capital Construction of shed for weeds education - Mudgee Showground - grant funded (15,000) C

Regulatory Control Grant received for Weeds Management Aerial Inspections 7,000 C

Regulatory Control Contract Aerial Inspections of Serrated Tussock (7,000) C

Regional Roads Reduce regional road administration expenditure - contributions to regional bodies 8,296 C

Regional Roads Adjust final Block funding amount receivable for 2011/12 (8,296) C

Development & Environment Control Increase Other DA fees received 5,000 C

Development & Environment Control Cost of license for AutoCAD Software - mapping (5,000) C

State Roads Allocate budgets from Shoulder & Drainage Works 452,437 C

State Roads

Approved RTA Work Orders - Heavy Patching, Accidents, Lambing Yard Ck Shoulder works, 

Sofala Bends (452,437) C

State Roads Transfer from Reserves - State Road Warranty Works 96,000 C

State Roads Reseal State Road Warranty Works - Castlereagh Hwy (96,000) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 0
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Financial implications 

Some of the proposed April variations will also affect the 2012/13 Delivery Program. For example, 
projects that will carry over into the new financial year such as the Mudgee Sewer Augmentation, 
need to be built into the Delivery Program/Operational Plan, and the Long Term Financial Plan. 
These impacts can be reviewed in the 2013 Budget Submissions report provided to Council. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Not applicable. 
 

 

 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT 

CLARE PHELAN 
GROUP MANAGER FINANCE & 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
25 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. April Monthly Budget Review – 2011/12 Management Plan (included at the end 

of the Business Paper) 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
  

WATER FUND

Contra Variations

Water Supply Capital Reallocate Water Telemetry - Budget Only 20,000 C

Water Supply Capital Water Telemetry - Rylstone (20,000) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL WATER FUND 0

WASTE FUND

Contra Variations

Solid Waste Management Capital Reduce Kandos landfill closure 6,000 C

Solid Waste Management Capital Contribution to Mobile Glass Crusher program (6,000) C

Total Contra Variations 0

TOTAL WASTE FUND 0

Code

F - Favourable

U - Unfavourable

C - Contra
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6.2.22 Operational and Delivery Plan, and Budget 2012/13  

REPORT BY GENERAL MANAGER TO 6 JUNE 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
Budget 2012 - wb 
A0100055, A0149936  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
 
1. the report by General Manager on the Operational and Delivery Plan, and Budget 

2012 be received; 
 
2. Council makes the following amendments to the 2012/13 Operational Plan and 

Budget 
 

 Council allocate a grant of $5,000 to the Cudgegong Valley Antique 
Machinery Club for the National Historic Machinery Association National 
Rally to be funded from the Large Grants Program 

 Council fund the right hand turn bay into Cox’s Creek Road, Rylstone at a 
cost of $12,500 to be funded from the Regional Roads Maintenance budget 

 Council fund the Directional Signage to Natural Assets to the value of 
$6,000 from the Regional Tourism Signage budget 

 Council reduce the income to the Mudgee Showground’s by $15,000 as 
casual camping is no longer permitted at this venue 

 Council fund $20,000 for an extension to the Taxi Way at Mudgee Airport, 
to be funded from the Land Development Reserve Fund 

 Council increase the income for strategic planning by $20,000 
 Council increase funding for Regional Pound facility by $48,000 

 
3. Council commences a public consultation process for the opening up of the Cox 

Street rail crossing and then include in future budget quarterly reviews or 
inclusions in future operational plan and budgets the funding of this work if 
Council resolves to proceed after the public consultation process. 

 
4. Council endorses the response to the submission made by Mr Bob Lamond and 

makes the following changes to the Delivery/Operational Plan resulting from that 
submission: 

 
 A consolidated income statement be included at the end of the 

Delivery/Operational Plan. 
 A glossary table be inserted into the Delivery/Operational Plan explaining 

terms used throughout the document. 
 

5. Council remove the following projects from the 2012/13 Operational Plan as they 
are now included in the 2011/12 Management Plan 

 
 Part of the Healthy Communities Initiative grant income & matching 

expenditure $4,108 
 Recreation Strategy $20,000 

6. Council include the following projects with the funding in the 2012/13 operational 
plan and budget as they have been deferred from the March and April 2012 
quarterly reviews        

 
 Mudgee Library and Town Hall $2,411,000 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 205 
 

 Wilpinjong Ulan Rd VPA contribution $600,000 
 Ulan Wollar Rd Widening & Sealing $600,000  
 Moolarben Stage 2 VPA contribution $1,365,000 
 Catchment A stormwater drainage works $348,000 
 Purchase of Bulldozer $875,000  
 Regional Pound Facilities $137,000 
 Roadside Vegetation grant funded works $31,968 
 Rylstone/Kandos Flood Study $15,000 
 Swimming Pool Renewal $1,100,000 
 Glen Willow Natural Disaster works & grant funding $240,108  
 Road Land Matters $12,834  
 Rural Road Erosion Control works $25,200 
 Bellevue Cycleway works $40,000 
 Pedestrian path Kandos to Clandulla $40,000  
 Rehabilitation Mayne St, Gulgong $28,500  
 Chemical storage unit purchase, Stores $12,500  
 Kandos Netball Courts, third court works $24,500 

7. Council amend the fees and charges schedule to allow for the following changes 
for the Mudgee Showgrounds Operation: 

 
 Line 456 & 457 – Old Main Pavilion: delete  
 Line 458, 459 & 460 – New Main Pavilion: remove word “New” as this 

causes confusion. 
 Line 460 - Main pavilion plus bar & kitchen: insert “Cleaning fee will be 

deducted from Bond if premises are not cleaned within 24 hours”. 
 Line 461 & 462 - Luncheon Pavilion: delete. 
 Under line 467 - Bar Hire: insert “Bond of $50”. 
 Line 474 & 475 -  Aquila (Woodworkers) and Wool Pavilions: split into 

multiple lines. “Aquila pavilion hire: $90, bond $100.” And “Wool Pavilion 
hire $90, bond $100). 

 Line 476 & 477 – Enclosed Catering Shed: delete. 
 Line 478 & 479 – Open Catering Area: delete. 
 Line 482 & 484: New Sheep Shed: remove word “New. 
 Under line 485 – insert “Weeds Shed hire $90” and “Bond of $100”. 
 Under line 485 – insert “Canteen - Chooks hire $80” and “Bond of $50”. 
 Line 491 - New Stables and day yard: delete word “day”. 

 
8. Council make a provision in the Water Fund account for $13,300 for a licence fee  

from NSW Office of Water for the hydrometric site upstream of the Rylstone Dam 
installed in 2009 

 
9. Council include the following projects with funding in the 2012/13 Operational 

Plan for the Water Fund as they have been deferred from the March and April 
2012 reviews: 

 
 Water Chlorine Dosing Plant works $11,560 
 Water Augmentation Rylstone/Kandos $70,000 
 Gulgong Raw Water Scheme grant funding $160,000  
 Gulgong Raw Water Scheme works $320,000 
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10. Council include the following projects within the funding in the 2012/13 

operational plan and budget for the Sewer Fund as they have been deferred from 
the March and April 2012 reviews: 

 
 CCTV sewer pipe works to Sewer relining works $35,000  
 Smoke testing sewer pipe works to Sewer relining works $10,000  
 Mudgee Sewer Augmentation works $3,521,378 
 Burrundulla Rd Sewer Mains $23,000  

 
11. Council remove the following projects from the 2012/13 Operational Plan for the 

Sewer Fund as they are now included in the 2011/12 Management Plan: 
 

 Mudgee Sewer Augmentation grant funding $2,002,000 
 
12. Council allocate $5,000 for the purchase of waste bins to be stored at the Waste 

Depot and also to have a corresponding income stream for sales of those waste 
bins. 

 

Detailed report 

At its meeting of April 18 Council approved the Operational and Delivery Plan for the 2012/13 year 
and next three years. This of course includes the budget for that same period. Those Plans and 
budgets have now been out for public exhibition and the submissions closed on Monday 21 May. 
This report is to summarise those submissions received and give Council a recommendation on 
the issues raised in the submissions. There are also comments from staff that relate to changes 
since the Operational and Delivery Plan was endorsed by Council as a draft.  The purpose of this 
report is for Council to consider the submissions for Council to make a determination on, so that 
amendments can be made to the Operational and Delivery Plan and included in the Business 
Paper for 20 June Council meeting for endorsement. 
 
Attached to this report is a spreadsheet of the Budget initiatives.  Two thirds of the way down the 
page is the first heading that indicates what has been approved in the Draft Operational and 
Delivery Plan.  All of the additional lines are additions to that plan. 
 
Also included in this report are some additional issues either raised within subsequent Council 
meetings or by staff. The public submissions are as follows: 
 
PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 
 
1 NSW Farmers – Mitchell Clapham – please find attached letter from the Mudgee District 

Council of the NSW Farmers Association requesting Council to reassess the allocation of 
rates to the various categories. 

 
2 Mudgee Branch of the NSW Farmers Association – Joyce Purtle – correspondence 

attached in regard to their concerns of the inequity of farmland rates compared with the 
NSW state average and neighbouring Councils. Staff will not make a recommendation in 
regard to this matter. 

  
3  Petitions – Attached are three petitions from NSW farmers Association – Mudgee, Rylstone 

and Gulgong branch’s seeking that Council reduce the farmland rates. 
 

For items 1, 2 and 3 above the staff have made no recommendation. The Council is fully aware of 
the issues and the final determination needs to be a directive from Council. 
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4 Cudgegong Valley Antique Machinery Club – Council will recall at a recent Open Day a 

request was made by the Cudgegong Valley Antique Machinery Club for Council to grant a 
$20,000 contribution towards the National Historic Machinery Association National Rally to 
be held at the AREC site in April 2013.  Staff have met with this organisation and planning 
is well advanced. They are expecting 10,000 to 15,000 of the public to attend and they also 
expect about 1000 exhibitors. Indications have been to Council staff that gate sales should 
cover the majority of costs. The recommendation to Council is that we grant them $5,000 
plus assist them with marketing and promotion using current Council resources. 

 
5 Lifeline Central West - a request for Council to fund Lifeline – Central West. Staff is unsure 

the impact that Lifeline has in this region as it focuses mainly in the larger centres. 
Therefore staff has not made a recommendation to fund this Organisation. However we will 
write to Lifeline to establish if they have any statistics on the numbers of calls from this 
region and report back to Council in due course. 

 
8 Bob Lamond – this submission has raised a number of issues. We have included for 

Councils information a response to Mr Lamond and included in the recommendations 
above are some amendments resulting from his submission as well as an endorsement of a 
response. 

 
COUNCIL AND STAFF SUBMISSIONS 
 
The following issues have been raised either in Council meetings or by staff since the Operational 
and Delivery Plans were endorsed. 
 
1 Right hand turn bay – Bylong Valley Way 
 Council has requested that consideration be given to the development of a right hand turn 

bay on Bylong Valley Way into Cox’s Creek Road now that the development at the 
Rylstone Aerodrome has been approved. The cost of that work is estimated at $12,500. 
This report recommends that that work be funded from the regional roads maintenance 
budget. 

 
2 Cox Street Rail Crossing 
 As Councillors are now aware approval has now been received to open the Cox Street rail 

crossing to allow another access point from the Bellevue estate into Mudgee township. The 
cost of this project is estimated at $210,000. It is recommended that Council undertake a 
full public consultation process of affected residents before funding this project. Once the 
consultation process is complete then Council after consideration of the submissions, then 
determine if the project should continue and be funded. 

 
3 Regional Tourism Signage 
 Council has recently considered the erection of regional tourism signage to promote this 

region but placed outside of the region. The cost of each sign is $6,500 per annum per 
sign. The request was for signs to be placed in at least three locations namely the Blue 
Mountains, Hunter Valley and one sign further out west. Staff reported on this matter some 
time ago directly to Council and recommended that these signs not be approved and 
developed outside of the region as Council’s own policy is that tourism signage for other 
regions is not allowed in this region. Council staff still remains of that opinion as we see it 
as double standards. Therefore there is no recommended that Council proceed with this 
project. 

 
4 Directional Signage to Natural Assets 
 At the May 16 meeting of Council a report was considered to install further directional 

signage to natural assets within the region. In that report additional signage was 
recommended for Putta Bucca Wetlands, Ferntree Gully Munghorn Gap Goulburn and 
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Wollomi National Parks. The cost of the signage is $6,000 and this report as per the one in 
May recommends that it be funded from the Regional Tourism Signage budget which 
currently has an allocation of $120,000. 

 
5 Camping at Showgrounds 
 There has been some community concerns about Council allowing for camping at the 

Mudgee Showground. The Mudgee Showground is not an approved camping ground and 
therefore in accordance with the feedback from the community and councillors we need to 
cease the current practice of camping at the showgrounds until the correct procedures have 
been followed. The staying at the site for events held at the showgrounds will continue as 
those campers have their animals to attend to. This will have an effect on Council’s budget 
of $15,000.  

 
6 Senior Planner 

Currently both the Health and Building Section and Planning Sections are under 
considerable strain to cope with the additional level of enquiry, building activity and 
strategic planning projects.  We have been attempting to recruit a Health and Building 
Surveyor over the past 6 months with little success.  In the past week, we have been able 
to recruit a local builder who we will support through the accreditation process.  In addition, 
we have reorganised resources to move one of the planning trainees into Health and 
Building to undertake the training to become fully qualified in this area. 
 
This will remove a planner from the duty roster placing additional duty days on the existing 
planners.  It is considered that the recruitment of the Health and Building Surveyor and 
filling of the trainee positions will go partially towards relieving the stress within the Health 
and Building Section. 
  
In strategic planning we are currently formulating the new comprehensive DCP, and 
undertaking the Recreational Strategy.  In addition, the review of the Section 94 Plan needs 
to be commenced.  As a result of the growth and the new LEP we are currently dealing with 
6 planning proposals, two of which will require a site specific DCP and result in the release 
of considerable residential land.   
 
In the Draft Delivery Plan Council has recognised the need for an additional planning 
resource.  The additional demand on both Health and Building and Planning is recognised 
and it is expected that this demand will continue as the growth of the area increases to 
match demand.  At this stage, it is proposed to seek a planner for a 12 month period to 
assist in both development control and strategic planning.  At the end of the period it is 
proposed to review the need for resources to assess where the additional resource is best 
placed.   

 
7 Additional Strategic Planning Income 
 Rezoning application fees that have been received in recent months due to increased 

development in the region is expected to continue so it is recommended an amount of 
$20,000 be included in the operational plan.  

 
8. Airport Taxiway 
 As Council is aware we are negotiating the sale of land at the airport to a fire fighting 

aircraft company (Justin Mace). Part of the agreement is that Council develops and extends 
the taxiway to the property boundary. That is a distance of 40 meters at a cost of $20,000.  

 
9 Kandos Museum 

A request via Councillor Martens for funding of $10,000 for the construction of a storage 
shed at the Kandos Museum. Staff have indicated that the $10,000 would be better spent 
rationalising the stock that would in turn eliminate the need for storage facility. The difficulty 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 209 
 

with the rationalisation is obtaining agreement on what should be disposed of. In terms of 
effective storage facilities very little could be achieved under $30,000. This report does not 
make any recommendation until a firm proposal is put before Council on actual need. 

10. Pound facilities 

 We have recommended below that Council carry forward from the 2011/12 financial year 
some $137,000 for the construction of the Regional Pound.  To complete this project an 
additional $48,000 is being requested, taking the total cost of the project to $185,000.  The 
reason for the additional cost is because we are locating the new facility at the Waste 
Depot site and additional earthworks, retaining walls and foundation work will be required. 

11. Capital Works brought forward into the 2011/12 (March QBR and April Monthly Review) 

 Healthy Communities Initiative grant income & matching expenditure $4,108 
(Brought forward from 2013 to 2012) 

 Recreation Strategy $20,000 (Brought forward from 2013 to 2012) 

12. Capital Works deferred from the 2011/12 (March QBR and April Monthly Review) 

 Mudgee Library and Town Hall $2,411,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Wilpinjong Ulan Rd VPA contribution $600,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Ulan Wollar Rd Widening & Sealing $600,000  (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Moolarben Stage 2 VPA contribution $1,365,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Catchment A stormwater drainage works $348,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Purchase of Bulldozer $875,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Regional Pound Facilities $137,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Roadside Vegetation grant funded works $31,968 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Rylstone/Kandos Flood Study $15,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Swimming Pool Renewal $1,100,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Glen Willow Natural Disaster works & grant funding $240,108 (Deferred from 2012 

to 2013) 
 Road Land Matters $12,834 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Rural Road Erosion Control works $25,200 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Bellevue Cycleway works $40,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Pedestrian path Kandos to Clandulla $40,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Rehabilitation Mayne St, Gulgong $28,500 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Chemical storage unit purchase, Stores $12,500 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Kandos Netball Courts, third court works $24,500 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 

13 Fees and Charges – Mudgee Showgrounds 

It is recommended that Showground fees be modified to take into account the changing 
building construction/demolitions to ensure fees are clear and inclusive in the Fees and 
Charges. The following changes are recommended: 

 Line 456 & 457 – Old Main Pavilion: delete as this building was demolished 
 Line 458, 459 & 460 – New Main Pavilion: remove word “New” as this causes 

confusion. This is the only Main Pavilion at the showground. 
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 Line 460 - Main pavilion plus bar & kitchen: insert “Cleaning fee will be deducted 

from Bond if premises are not cleaned within 24 hours”. This addition is due to 
vermin being attracted to the used premises if left uncleaned. 

 Line 461 & 462 - Luncheon Pavilion: delete. Duplicate of line 468 & 469. 
 Under line 467 - Bar Hire: insert “Bond of $50”. 
 Line 474 & 475 -  Aquila (Woodworkers) and Wool Pavilions: split into multiple lines 

as these are two buildings and should not be rented as one unit. “Aquila pavilion 
hire: $90, bond $100.” And “Wool Pavilion hire $90, bond $100). 

 Line 476 & 477 – Enclosed Catering Shed: delete, building does not exist. 
 Line 478 & 479 – Open Catering Area: delete, does not exist. 
 Line 482 & 484: New Sheep Shed: remove word “New” as this causes confusion. 

This is the only Sheep Shed at the showground. 
 Under line 485 – insert “Weeds Shed hire $90” and “Bond of $100”. Building 

recently constructed. 
 Under line 485 – insert “Canteen - Chooks hire $80” and “Bond of $50”. Building 

recently constructed. 
 Line 491 - New Stables and day yard: delete word “day” as these are separate 

yards included at line 487. 

In summary, all of the above are the changes and amendments required in the General Fund.  The 
overall improvement since Council adopted the Draft Operational Delivery Plan is $5,000. 

 
WATER FUND 
 
Council needs to allocate $13,300 from the Water Fund for additional licence fees from NSW 
Office of Water for the hydrometric site upstream of the Rylstone Dam installed in 2009. 
 
The following additions are being sought for the Water Funds as these projects have been deferred 
from the March Quarterly Budget Reviews and April monthly reports. 
 

 Water Chlorine Dosing Plant works $11,560 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Water Augmentation Rylstone/Kandos $70,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Gulgong Raw Water Scheme grant funding $160,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Gulgong Raw Water Scheme works $320,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 

 
In summary, all of the above are the changes and amendments required in the Water Fund.  The 
overall deterioration since Council adopted the Draft Operational Delivery Plan is $13,300. 

SEWER FUND 
 
The following additions are being sought for the Sewer Funds as these projects have been 
deferred from the March Quarterly Budget Reviews and April monthly reports. 
 

 CCTV sewer pipe works to Sewer relining works $35,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Smoke testing sewer pipe works to Sewer relining works $10,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 

2013) 
 Mudgee Sewer Augmentation works, partial $3,521,378 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 
 Burrundulla Rd Sewer Mains $23,000 (Deferred from 2012 to 2013) 

 
The following project which is the Grant funding has been brought forward from the original 
2012/13 budget and included in the current financial year – 2011/12 
 

 Mudgee Sewer Augmentation grant funding $2,002,000 (Brought forward from 2013 to 
2012) 
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In summary, all of the above are the changes and amendments required in the Sewer Fund.  The 
overall deterioration since Council endorsed the Draft Operational Delivery Plan is $45,000. 
 
WASTE FUND 
 
We have had requests from the community that Council hold at the Waste Depot a certain number 
of surplus bins that can be distributed at cost to new residents in the region.  This requires a 
$5,000 cost with associated income of the same amount. 

Financial implications 

Financial implications are all acknowledged above. 

Strategic or policy implications 

Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 

 
23 May 2012 
 
Attachments: 1. Submissions received 
 2. Fees and Charges excerpt – Mudgee Showground 
 3. Spreadsheet highlighting all budget initiatives (included at the end of the 

Business Paper) 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 
 
  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 213 
 

 

 



214 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
 

 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 215 
 
 
 

 



216 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 

 
  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 217 
 

 
  



218 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
 

 



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 219 
 
 

 



220 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 221 
 

 

  



222 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 223 
 

 

  



224 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 225 
 

 

 



226 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 227 
 

 
 

  



228 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 229 
 
 

 

  



230 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 

 
 

 

  



Mid-Western Regional Council 
ORDINARY MEETING - 6 JUNE 2012 231 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cp:A0149936/A0420212 
 21 May 2012 
 
 
Mr Bob Lamond 
267 Upper Piambong Road 
MUDGEE  NSW  2850 
 
 
Dear Mr Lamond 
 
 
SUBMISSION TO DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2012/13 TO 2015/16 & DRAFT 
OPERATIONAL PLAN 2012/13  
Thank you for your submission to Council’s draft Delivery and Operational Plans for 2012/13 to 
2015/16 and 2012/13 respectively. Comments in relation to each of the matters raised in your 
submission are set out below. 

1.    There are no comparative figures - 2011/12 Budget and 2011/12 Forward Estimate. 
Without these it is impossible for Councillors and the Community to identify changes from the 
current 2011/12 Budget/Forward Revenue and Expenditure. 

 
Council is not required to include prior year or current year budget information in the Operational 
Plan or Delivery Program. These documents are by nature forward planning documents, and are 
focussed on objectives, activities and resources required for future year, rather than comparison to 
prior or current year Management Plans.  
 

2.    Lack of Compliance with the NSW Local Government Objectives as detailed in the 
Planning and Reporting Manual (PRM): 
a.             The PRM requires for the Delivery Program that the responsibility for projects and 
activities to be allocated to individuals at least at Director level but preferably to further levels 
below – for the Operational Plan at least to middle management The PRM states that one of 
the GM’s key responsibilities is to ensure staff understand the bigger picture, including how 
their particular duties are helping to achieve strategic objectives and better outcomes for the 
community. One way is to link the DDP & DOP to the staff performance system. This 
requires the responsibility for projects and activities to be allocated to individuals.This has 
not been done. 

 
Council believes it has satisfied the requirements of the Integrated Planning & Reporting 
Framework. The Delivery Program/Operating Plan clearly indicates the Council team responsible 
for delivering the identified project or service in the far right hand column labelled ‘Responsibility’. 
Council’s staff performance appraisal system ensures that staff are held accountable for the 
performing the responsibilities of their role. 
 

b.    The PRM requires Council develop a Resource Strategy for communities to consider in 
conjunction with the 28 day exposure of the Draft Delivery Program 12/16 and Operational 
Plan 12/13. No Resource Strategy has been issued to the Community. Without these 
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critical documents it is not possible for the community to review and provide 
feedback on the DDP & DOP. 

 
Part 2 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 does require public exhibition of the Community 
Plan, Delivery Program and Operational Plan. It does not require, and nor does the DLGs 
Integrated Planning & Reporting Manual require, public exhibition of the Resourcing Strategy 
(being the Long Term Financial Plan, Workforce Plan and Asset Management Plan).  
 

c.             The PRM requires Council to prepare an Asset Management Strategy and Plan 
to support the CSP and the Delivery Program. No Asset Management Strategy and Plan 
has been issued to the Community. Without these critical documents it is not 
possible for the community to review and provide feedback on the DDP & DOP. This 
is particularly relevant to the Community’s No.1 issue of our roads. 

 
The Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework does require Council to prepare an Asset 
Management Plan as part of the Resourcing Strategy. This Plan is in its final stages of preparation 
to be presented to Council in June. It is not required to go on public exhibition. 
 

d.             The PRM requires that the DOP include a detailed budget for the activities to be 
undertaken in 2012/13. This has not been done. Instead Council has presented 
combined budgets for each of the five themes. Accordingly it is impossible for the 
Community to consider/comment on the cost/resources of each Project/Service. 

 
Council has included in the Delivery Program/Operational Plan a detailed budget 
(income/expenditure type, funding source, and net cost to the community) for resourcing the 
objectives of each of the themes set out in the Plan. In addition to this, on page 48 of the Plan, a 
budget has been allocated to each capital works project for 2012/13. 
 

e.             The PRM envisages that each Project/Service requires a basis for measurement 
that can be monitored – be it cost, volumes, time etc. In general this has not be done – 
time frames are often year ends - the RAMP review which is 2 years in arrears is 
planned for completion 30/06/13 ! – Specific monthly goals – there are many 
measurements such as “Increase in library visitation” gives no current number or 
goal number – see examples page 104 PRM 

 
Council believes it has assigned clear and reportable measures to each project or service as far as 
possible. As the Operational Plan is a twelve month plan, it is reasonable to expect that 
projects/services are completed by the end of that twelve months, ie 30 June 2013. 

ROADS. 

Council states that Roads are the Overwhelming No.1 Priority identified by our Community 
and that accordingly you propose to add $370,000 to the budget “to meet the community 
expectations of us” & “GOAL 4.1 High quality road network that is safe and efficient” 

Firstly the community cannot verify this amount in the budget on page 40, there are 
no 1911/12 budget/estimates shown to provide comparison and there is no indication 
of where this additional funds will be spent – there is a material lack of information 
on road spending when the DDP & DOP is compared with the information on pages 
14, 16-18 of the 2012-2016 DMP. 

The 2010 RAMP stated, “at present there is a backlog of works estimated to be $21 
m". It also revealed material detrimental changes to the frequency of Grading when 
compared with historical time scales. It mentions that the Seal Extension and 
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Shoulder sealing programmes were suspended. There is no reference to these 
important programmes in the DDP & DOP other than $200,000 for a seal extension of 
Wollar Road – was the projected $1.4 m spent in 2011/12 ? 

There is no mention of the Gap Analysis in the DDP & DOP – which in 2010 showed a 
$3 million annual shortfall between current spending and that required to maintain 
the network at minimum standards. 

In my opinion all of the above highlights the fact that $370,000 is a pittance and in 
NO way meets Council’s desires “to meet the community expectations of us” OR “GOAL 
4.1 High quality road network that is safe and efficient” 

I ask that the DDP & DOP be amended to firstly show all of the information relevant 
to today’s position of our roads – by the categories shown on page 14 of the 2011/12 
DMP and 2010 RAMP page 3 AND the Councils Plans short and long term to address 
the backlog and annual shortfalls. It is way past time for our Council to properly 
focus on our Community’s Overwhelming No. 1 Priority  

This situation is the same in every region of NSW - it is up to every Council to fully inform 
their community and jointly present a consolidated picture to the NSW Government. 
NSW roads are a disgrace and we must stop accepting this situation and our MWRC 
should be a leader in fighting (not seeking) for major funding from State and Federal 
Governments. 

 
Council is not required to include prior year or current year budget information in the Operational 
Plan or Delivery Program. These documents are by nature forward planning documents, and are 
focussed on objectives, activities and resources required for future year, rather than comparison to 
prior or current year Management Plans.  
 
Council has focussed its resources in the current year and future years on resheeting as opposed 
to grading. 
 
We acknowledge that an additional $370,000 will not achieve goal 4.1 being a high quality road 
network that is safe and efficient, but each dollar helps move the community closer to that goal. As 
a result of community engagement, roads emerged as the number one priority, however in that 
same engagement process, the majority of the community did not support an increase in rates to 
fund additional works and services. Therefore, Council is limited by external pressures such as 
grant fund availability, rate pegging, or savings achieved in other activities of Council. 

I suggest that Council honors its commitment to the Community to respond to our 
priorities reflected in the Community consultation and also by the Youth Council’s 
and purchases The Regent Theatre for the Community. Over time with Community 
members volunteering time and material support and Grants from State and Federal 
Bodies, the Regent could be developed, as has been the case with many other 
country theatres, into a multi purpose Entertainment Centre that can operate on a 
break-even basis.  

 
Your request for Council to purchase the Regent Theatre will be presented to Council for 
consideration at the meeting of Wednesday 6 June 2012. 
 

1.      Land and buildings purchased from Stocklands- There is no mention of Council’s 
plans for this major Community asset yet it appears that Council is proceeding with 
major capital expenditure on buildings and land consolidation having had no 
community engagement as is recommended in the PRM. 
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The work being carried out at the Mortimer Street Precinct being carpark construction and a major 
refurbishment of the former Furniture One building relates to the 2011/12 financial year, and was 
publicly exhibited as part of the 2011/12 Management Plan. As such it does not relate to the 
Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework, which applies to Council from 1 July 2012. Currently, 
there are no further works proposed at the Mortimer Street Precinct during the term of the draft 
Delivery Program and Operating Plan. 
 

2.      New parkland ex TAFE - There is no mention of Council’s plans for this major 
Community asset yet it appears that Council is proceeding, hopefully to a plan, again 
having had no community engagement as is recommended in the PRM. Is there to be 
an open-air music bowl as approved in the abortive 5 year Cudgegong Southbank 
Plan ?  

 
The work being carried out at the Lawson Park West area (former TAFE site) being creation of new 
parklands, relates to the 2011/12 financial year, and was publicly exhibited as part of the 2011/12 
Management Plan. As such it does not relate to the Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework, 
which applies to Council from 1 July 2012. Continued work in this area is proposed in future years, 
being the continuation of the Cudgegong River Pedestrian Walkway, which is highlighted on page 
38 of the Plan. 
 

3.      RATES – I suggest that this information is of major interest to our Community and 
the inclusion of two simple displays firstly the rates from each category of the region (see 
page 54) with 2011/12 comparatives and secondly how a rate payers $1 is spread over the 
Activities – tabular – percentages – pie charts with 2011/12 comparative figures. PS the 
charts color on page 3 of financials is useless as is the information which is one year out of 
date. 

 
Council has presented the estimated yield from each rating category for 2012/13 on page 54. 
There is no requirement to present 2011/12 comparative figures, however these are available in 
the 2012 Management Plan. The purpose of the charts on page 3 of the Long Term Financial Plan 
is to give readers of the document some context as to the financial background and current 
position of Council. 
 

4.      I suggest a simple consolidated schedule of the five themes totaling to the Income 
Statement on Page F 10 would present a complete global view of the DDP & DOP 

 
Your comment is noted, and we will recommend a change to the Draft Delivery 
Program/Operational Plan document that sees a consolidated income statement included at the 
end. 
 

5.       I suggest that in order to facilitate Council’s obligation under the PRM to provide 
information in the DDP & DOP, which the Community can understand, review and provide 
feedback, there is a major need for schedules explaining the basis of allocation of Grants 
and Contributions - Operating and Capital, Internal Charges and Transfers to and from 
Reserves to the five themes. These have a major impact on the Net Result 

 
Your comment is noted, and we will recommend a change to the Draft Delivery 
Program/Operational Plan document that sees a glossary table inserted explaining what each of 
the items in the Theme financials refers to. 
 

6.      GOAL 5.2  GOOD COMMUNICATIONS AND ENGAGEMENT – The PRM refers to 
the need for a greater engagement of Council’s with the Community – moving from the old 
informing and consulting towards Involve-Collaborate-Empower – suggesting at least 
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reaching the Involvement level. In my opinion the two actions in 5.2 fail to achieve the 
Involvement level and remain at the old Informing level. Councillors are well aware 
that there is little interest in attending Council Meetings probably due to many 
different perceptions – the lack of debate on issues by Councillors due to prior 
private briefing sessions – the focus on the mass of detail in the papers - which are 
overwhelming – and the failure to focus and discuss/debate key issues.  So called 
OPEN DAYS fail to provide real engagement as recommended in the PRM as 
Councillors are not required to respond/justify their approach to the issues raised by 
the Community. I recommend that Council hold each quarter a “village/town” 
meeting for the Mudgee community focussing on issues such as the DDP & DOP, 
the Annual Report, the Council’s half yearly review etc. to provide real engagement 
with the Community. 

 
Council undertook an extensive community engagement process as part of the development of the 
Community Plan Towards 2030, with over 3,000 people participating. In accordance with our 
Community Engagement Strategy, a variety of engagement tools were used throughout the region 
including Community News, interactive street stalls, displays at MWRC Administration Centres, a 
telephone survey, the Council website, Youth Forums, targeted surveys, and Postcards from the 
Future. We will undertake similar engagement strategies each time the Community Plan is due for 
review. 
 

7.     COMMUNITY CONSULTATION – page 60 I suggest that all community members, 
having spent considerable time preparing their feedback, are given an opportunity to 
engage with relevant Councillors and Staff and following that a documented 
response to the issues they raised justifying/explaining Councils decisions-prior to 
the Council meeting to approve the DDP & DOP 

 
All members of the public have the opportunity to make a written submission to Council and verbal 
representations to Councillors in relation to the draft Delivery Program and Draft Operational Plan. 
All submissions will be presented to Council for consideration at the meeting of Wednesday 6 June 
2012, with the final Delivery Program and Operational Plan to be adopted at the meeting of 
Wednesday 20 June 2012. All decisions in relation to the Delivery Program and Operational Plan 
will be made in open Council. That is the end of the process. 

8.     ANNUAL REPORTS The NSW Local Government PRN requires this be presented to 
the Community within 5 months of the 30 June. I suggest that, with today’s technology 
and experience, this is too long for the Community to wait to review Council’s 
performance. In a normal year the draft should be ready for Council approval by 31 
August. 

 
Council will continue to ensure that that it meets the statutory deadlines for the completion of the 
Annual Report. Whilst every effort is made to have the Council’s financial reports completed and 
audited, and the annual report prepared for Council consideration as quickly as possible following 
30 June, we cannot commit to a 31 August deadline.  
 
Should you have any queries in relation to this matter please contact Clare Phelan (Group 
Manager Finance & Administration) on (02) 6378 2850. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
WARWICK L BENNETT 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 

19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 
  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 

Item 7: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 

 

  


	1: 
	2: 


