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8.2 Events Assistance Applications  
REPORT BY THE EVENTS OFFICER  
TO 20 MARCH 2019 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400067, ECO800009; FIN300052 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Events Officer on the Events Assistance Applications 

outside the application period; 

2. provide Events Assistance to the below applicants (includes cash and in-kind 
amounts); and 

Western Area CHS Boys Football Trials $321 
Australian Hot Air Ballooning Championships $2,500 
Primary Schools Boys Softball $163 
Primary Schools Girls Softball $163 

 
3. decline Events Assistance to the below applicants 

Mudgee Pro Am $11,000 
  

 

 

Executive summary 
This report considers applications for Events Assistance under Council’s Events Assistance Policy. 
It relates to events to be held between 1 January and 30 June 2019, which have been received 
outside the application period. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
Council’s Events Assistance Program is designed to assist local community events that benefit the 
local economy and attract visitors to the Region. A maximum of $2,500 per event per year is 
recommended. Under this program, the highest priority should be for events which:  
 

• Attract the largest number of visitors to the Region; and  
• Extend the duration of visitation to the Region (i.e. occur over a number of days).  

 
A summary of requests and recommendation can be found in Attachment 1. Full applications for 
each event can be found in Attachment 2. 
 
Western Area CHS Boys Football Trials April 1 
The proposed event is to host the Western Area Combined High Schools Football Trials at Glen 
Willow Sports Fields. The event has an expected attendance of 130 people. If Council wishes to 
support the event in 2019, the recommended amount based on the scoring scale is $0. However, 
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given the request is for in-kind support, it is recommended that the request for $321 to cover the 
cost of ground hire be supported. 
 
Mudgee Pro Am 
The proposed Mudgee Pro Am event is to be held in November 2019 as a fundraiser for the 
development of a new Pro Shop and facilities at Mudgee Golf Club.  $11,000 is requested as prize 
money for the event. It is estimated to attract 150 visitors. Based on the Events Assistance scoring 
scale, this event would not be supported through Events Assistance. If Council did wish to make a 
donation to this fundraiser it could consider doing so through community Grants.   
 
The Australian Hot Air Ballooning Championships May 26 - 31 
The proposed event is to host the Australian Hot Air Ballooning Championships in Mudgee. The 
event has an expected visitor attendance of 1,750 people. If Council wishes to support the event in 
2019, the recommended amount based on the scoring scale is $2,500.  
 
Primary Schools Boys Softball March 26 
The proposed event is to host the Western Area Primary School Boys Softball competition at 
Westend Sports Fields on 26 March including 13 schools. If Council wishes to support the event in 
2019, the recommended amount based on the scoring scale is $0. However, given the request is 
for in-kind support, it is recommended that the request for $163 to cover the cost of ground hire be 
supported. 
 
Primary Schools Girls Softball April 2 
The proposed event is to host the Western Area Primary School Girls Softball competition at 
Westend Sports Fields on 2 April including 13 schools. If Council wishes to support the event in 
2019, the recommended amount based on the scoring scale is $0. However, given the request is 
for in-kind support, it is recommended that the request for $163 to cover the cost of ground hire be 
supported. 
 
 
The Events Assistance scoring system below was used to score applications against set criteria. 

 
 
Attachment 1 outlines the requests and recommendations for funding.  
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal An attractive business and economic environment 
Strategy Promote the Region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Applications for events assistance are required to have clear linkages to the Community Plan 
Towards 2030 outcomes. This includes promoting the region as a great place to live, work, invest 
and visit. By supporting events that provide opportunities for local and visitor attendance, this 
increases visitation to the region and provides social and economic benefits to the region. 
 
Council Policies 
Events Assistance Policy – applicants are required to meet the eligibility criteria of the policy 
including attracting visitors the region. 
 
Legislation 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 356, states: (1) A council may, in accordance with a 
resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for 
the purpose of exercising its functions.   
 
Financial implications 
Funding of $60,000 is provided in the 2018/19 Operational Plan for Events Assistance. The current 
balance is $22,659. Based on the scoring system above, the recommendation of staff is to provide 
$3,147 in Events Assistance. This leaves a balance of $19,512. 
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not support these events, there is a risk that they may not go ahead in the future or 
that they are held at another location and therefore, there is the potential of lost economic benefits 
to the Mid-Western Region.  
 
There is also a risk that an applicant provides false or fraudulent information in order to benefit 
from the program. This risk is minimised by the clear and transparent policy, process for approval, 
and feedback requirements of the program. 
 
 
 
 

JOANNA LINDSAY 
EVENTS OFFICER 
 

JULIE ROBERTSON 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

5 March 2019 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Events Assistance Applications Summary.   

2. Events Assistance Detailed Applications.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
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BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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