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PO BOX 156 

MUDGEE  NSW  2850 
 

86 Market Street MUDGEE 
109 Herbert Street GULGONG 

77 Louee Street RYLSTONE 
 

Ph:  1300 765 002 or (02) 6378 2850 
Fax:  (02) 6378 2815 

Email:  council@midwestern.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
22 August 2019 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Extraordinary Meeting 
29 AUGUST 2019 

Public Forum at 12:00PM 
Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Public Forum 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 
business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 
 
Members of the public may speak at the Public Forum, which is held at 12:00PM immediately 
preceding the Council Meeting.  Speakers are given five minutes to address items that are 
included in the agenda.   
 
If you wish to register to speak at the Public Forum please contact the Acting General Manager’s 
Office on 1300 765 002 or 02 6378 2850 by 4.00 pm on the day before the meeting for approval. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

  
 
SIMON JONES 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 21 August 2019 

Council Decision: 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 21 August 2019 be taken as read and confirmed. 
 
 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting are separately attached.   
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Item 4: Notices of Motion or Rescission 
 
 

4.1 Council’s representative on the Crudine Ridge Wind Farm 
Community Consultative Committee 

NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR ALEX KARAVAS  
TO 29 AUGUST 2019 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400067, A0420255 

    
 

MOTION 
 
That Council: 
 

1. accept Councillor Karavas’ resignation as Mid-Western Regional Council’s 
representative of the Crudine Ridge Wind Farm community consultative committee; 
and 

2. appoint Councillor _________________ as Mid-Western Regional Council’s 
representative to the Crudine Ridge Wind Farm community consultative committee 

  until the end of the current Council term. 
 
 
 

Background 
Due to employment commitments, I can no longer make the time to attend the Crudine Ridge Wind 
Farm community consultative committee meetings. 
 
I was appointed as Council’s representative on 28 September 2016 and would like to thank the 
Council for the opportunity to have been a part of the committee. 
 
Officer’s comments 
Having a representative on external committees has current relevance and is effective for the 
region. It is recommended that the Councillor representative on this external committee be 
appointed for the rest of this term of Council, which is until the end of August 2020. There is 
currently one Councillor position on this committee and there is no elected alternate delegate. 
 
The attendance by a Councillor at an external committee may incur a travel cost to Council, 
provision for which is included in the budget and is subject to the relevant policy. 
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Item 5: Finance 
 
 

5.1 Draft Financial Statements 2018/19 
REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 29 AUGUST 2019 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400066, FIN300135 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Draft Financial 

Statements 2018/19; 

2. resolves that in its opinion the General Purpose Financial Statements and 
Special Purpose Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2019: 

2.1 have been drawn up in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993, the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Australian Accounting Standards, and the Local Government Code of 
Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting; 

2.2 present fairly the Council’s financial position and operating result for the 
year; 

2.3 accord with the Council’s accounting and other records; and 

2.4 do not contain any known matter that would make the financial statements 
false or misleading in any way 

3. authorise the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, General Manager and Responsible 
Accounting Officer to sign the Statement by Councillors and Management on its 
opinion of the General Purpose Financial Report 2018/19 and Special Purpose 
Financial Report 2018/19; 

4. authorise the General Manager to issue the 2018/19 Financial Reports 
immediately upon receipt of the Auditors Report, subject to there being no 
material audit adjustments or audit issues; and 

5. authorise the General Manager to finalise the date at which the Auditors Report 
and Financial Statements for 2018/19 are to be presented to the public. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Council is required to prepare financial reports for each year and refer them to audit as soon as 
practicable. The preparation and audit of financial reports must be completed within four months 
after the end of the financial year. 
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Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The attached draft financial reports have been prepared in accordance with the legislated 
requirements included in this report. 
 
The attached draft financial statements are not available to the public until after Council’s auditor 
has provided an independent audit report. It is recommended that Council authorise the General 
Manager to issue the financial reports immediately upon receipt of the auditors’ report, subject to 
there being no material audit changes or audit issues. 
 
It is recommended that Council authorise the General Manager to finalise the date at which the 
auditors’ report and financial statements are to be presented to the public. It is anticipated that this 
presentation will occur at the Council meeting of 20 November 2019. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable. 
 
Council Policies 
Not applicable.  
 
Legislation 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that: 
 
1. A council must prepare financial reports for each year, and must refer them for audit as soon as 
practicable (having regard to the requirements of section 416 (1)) after the end of that year. 
2. Council’s financial reports must include the following: 

a) a general purpose financial report, and 
b) any other matters prescribed by the regulations, and  
c) a statement in the approved form by the council as to its opinion on the general purpose 

financial report. 
3. The general purpose financial report must be prepared in accordance with this Act and the 
regulations and the requirements of: 
a) the publications issued by the Australian Accounting Standards Board, as in force for the time 
being, subject to the regulations, and 
b) such other standards as may be prescribed by the regulations 
 
Section 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that: 
1.  A council's financial reports for a year must be prepared and audited within the period of 4 
months after the end of that year. 
 
Council’s financial reports must be prepared in accordance with the requirements of: 
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a) the Australian Accounting Standards and professional pronouncements; and  
b) the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting; and  
c) the Local Government Act 1993 and the Regulations. 

 
Section 215(1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that the statement by 
Council as to its opinion on the financial reports must be made by resolution of the Council and be 
signed by the Mayor, at least one other member of Council, the General Manager and the 
Responsible Accounting Officer. The statement must indicate: 
 

a) whether or not Council’s annual financial reports have been drawn up in accordance with 
the required Standards and Regulations;  

b) whether or not those reports present fairly Council’s financial position and operating result 
for the year;  

c) whether or not those reports accord with the Council’s accounting and other records;  
d) whether or not the signatories know of anything that would make those reports false or 

misleading in any way; and  
e) include such information and explanations as will prevent those reports from being 

misleading because of any qualification that is included in the statement. 
 
Financial implications 
The cost of auditing the Financial Statements is already included in the Operational Plan; no 
budgetary changes are anticipated at this stage. 
 
Associated Risks 
There is a risk of material misstatement in the Financial Reports, which is mitigated by the 
following:  

• Completion by qualified professionals; 
• Fraud controls; 
• Financial compliance procedures; and 
• External audit. 

 
Should a material change be required before the audit report is issued, the Financial Statements 
will be required to come back to Council for confirmation.  
 
 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

 

  

26 June 2019 
 
 
Attachments: 1. General Purpose Financial Statements - 2019 - Draft.   

2. Special Purpose Financial Statements - 2019 - Draft.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
SIMON JONES 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER 
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5.2 Quarterly Budget Review June 2019 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING  
TO 29 AUGUST 2019 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400066, FIN300117 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Financial Planning on the Quarterly Budget 

Review June 2019; and 

2. note the opinion by the Responsible Accounting Officer regarding the 
satisfactory financial position of Council. 

 
 

Executive summary 
This is the final budget review for the 2018/19 Operational Plan. The attachment to this report 
provides commentary on the unaudited financial position and performance against budget, as at 30 
June 2019. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
Whilst the Local Government Regulation 2005 does not require a budget review statement for the 
June quarter it is managements’ determination that a review of the 2018/19 actual performance to 
approved budget is provided to Council. As the 2018/19 financial statements are currently in draft 
format the review has been performed against the unaudited balances. Some sections of the 
midyear Quarterly Budget Review Statement such as Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Key 
Financial Indicators have been removed as final reporting will be provided in the audited financial 
statements.  
 
Once audited financial statements are presented to Council, the actual variances to the original 
budgets can be found on the Income Statement and the Statement of Cash Flows. The Material 
budget variations note also provides commentary on material variations.  
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable 
Council Policies 
Not applicable 
 
Legislation 
The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 section 203(2) requires a budget review 
statement must include or be accompanied by:  
 (a)  a report as to whether or not the responsible accounting officer believes that the  
  statement  indicates that the financial position of the council is satisfactory, 
having    regards to the original estimate of income and expenditure, and  
 (b)  if that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for remedial action.  
 
Financial implications 
The following statement is made in accordance with Clause 203(2) of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005:  
 
It is my opinion as the Responsible Accounting Officer, that the financial position of Mid-Western 
Regional Council as at 30 June 2019 is satisfactory, having regard to the original estimates of 
income and expenditure, and actuals, for the 2018/19 financial year. 
 
 
Associated Risks 
Not applicable 
 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

20 August 2019 
 
 
Attachments: 1. QBR Attachments June 2019.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
SIMON JONES 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 6: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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