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8.3 LEP Health Check 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING  
TO 11 DECEMBER 2019 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400067, LAN900013 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Strategic Planning on the LEP Health Check; 

and 

2. endorse the LEP Health Check and send to the Department of Planning Industry 
and Environment for consideration. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Council is required to conduct regular and periodic reviews of the Mid-Western Regional Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (LEP) to ensure that the objects of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 are met.  
 
The LEP is informed by a range of strategies, the highest order of those is the Central West and 
Orana Regional Plan 2036 (Regional Plan). The Regional Plan includes, 29 Directions. Many of 
the Directions are broader than provisions able to be included in the LEP, a number relate to other 
strategic or operational activities undertaken by Council.      
 
The purpose of this report is to demonstrate how Council is satisfying the Directions of the 
Regional Plan and to document the LEP Health Check process, which will inform the development 
of Council’s Local Strategic Planning Statement and support future amendments to planning 
controls.   
 
Attachment 1 demonstrates the alignment of Council’s strategic land use program with the 
Regional Plan Directions. It highlights actions already identified in the Community Plan and matters 
that Council may wish to consider in preparation of its Local Strategic Planning Statement next 
year.     
  
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed Report 
Purpose of Review 
 
The purpose of an LEP Review (also known as an “LEP Health Check”) is to identify how closely 
aligned the existing Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012 (LEP) is to the actions 
identified in the Regional Plan. The LEP Health Check is a key initial step in the future preparation 
of Council’s Local Strategic Planning Statement.   
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Planning Policy and Statutory Context 
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the Act) is the principal planning and 
development assessment legislation in NSW.  
 
The Act was amended in March 2018, and these changes formalised for the first time, the role of 
the Regional Plan planning processes in the Act. The increased role of strategic planning in the 
review of the LEP, represents a shift in emphasis from a regulatory focus to one that strengthens 
the role of upfront strategic planning and community participation. 
 
Central West and Orana Regional Plan  
 
The Central West and Orana Regional Plan 2036 (Regional Plan) is a 20-year blueprint for the 
future of the Central West and Orana region. 
  
The vision detailed in the Regional Plan is to create a leading diverse regional economy in NSW, 
with a vibrant network of centres leveraging the opportunities of being at the heart of NSW. The 
Regional Plan details four goals: 
 
• The most diverse regional economy in NSW 
• A stronger, healthier environment and diverse heritage 
• Quality freight, transport and infrastructure networks 
• Dynamic, vibrant and healthy communities 
 
Attachment 1 outlines the alignment between Council’s strategic land use program and the 29 
Directions of the Regional Plan.   
 
Mid-Western Regional Community Plan Towards 2030 
 
The current Mid-Western Region Community Plan Towards 2030 (Community Plan) was first 
adopted in 2013 and is the highest level plan prepared by Council.  Certain strategy items detailed 
under each of the themes of the Community Plan align with the Directions of the Regional Plan. 
Attachment 1 demonstrates this alignment.  
 
The key themes are: 
 
• Looking after Our Community 
• Protecting our Natural Environment 
• Building a Strong Local Economy 
• Connecting Our Region 
• Good Government 
 
Environment Planning Instrument 
 
Council’s principal environmental planning instrument is the LEP 2012. The LEP 2012 is the 
compilation of the Mid-Western Regional Interim Local Environmental Plan 2008, Rylstone Local 
Environmental Plan 1996 and Merriwa Local Environmental Plan 1992.  
 
The LEP 2012 and Community Plan currently provides general alignment with the Directions of the 
Regional Plan. Attachment 1 suggests future strategic land use work that could be undertaken to 
provide a stronger alignment with the Regional Plan. The suggested strategy work could be 
included as Actions within the future Local Strategic Planning Statement.       
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Preparation of a Local Strategic Planning Statement  
 
As part of the 2018 changes to the Act, all councils are required to prepare a Local Strategic 
Planning Statement by 1 July 2020.  Council’s future Local Strategic Planning Statement will shape 
how and when development controls in the LEP 2012 will evolve over time to meet the needs of 
the community.    
 
Conducting an LEP Health Check is a key initial step in the preparation of an LSPS as it 
demonstrates the existing alignment between the Directions of the Regional Plan and Council’s 
strategic land use program.    
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Make available diverse, sustainable, adaptable and affordable housing options 

through effective land use planning 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Mid-Western Region Community Plan Towards 2030 
Mid-Western Regional Comprehensive Land Use Strategy 2010 Parts A, B and C 
 
Council Policies 
Nil. 
 
Legislation 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012   
 
Financial implications 
The LEP Health Check does not result in actions requiring an amendment to the Operation Plan 
2019/20. There are no associated financial costs.   
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not conduct an LEP Health Check it will not be meeting the requirement of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to ensure LEPs are under regular and periodic 
review.  
 
 

SARAH ARMSTRONG 
MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

JULIE ROBERTSON 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

19 September 2019 
 
Attachments: 1. LEP Review.    
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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