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29 January 2020 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Extraordinary Meeting 
31 JANUARY 2020 

Public Forum at 2.00pm 
Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Public Forum 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 
business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 
 
Members of the public may speak at the Public Forum, which is held at 2.00pm immediately 
preceding the Council Meeting.  Speakers are given five minutes to address items that are 
included in the agenda.   
 
If you wish to register to speak at the Public Forum please contact the General Manager’s Office 
on 1300 765 002 or 02 6378 2850 by 4.00 pm on the day before the meeting for approval. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

  
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes - Nil 

  
.   
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Item 4: Community 
 
 

4.1 Information on the Regent Theatre 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 31 JANUARY 2020 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, P0020011 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the report by the Director Community on Information on the 
Regent Theatre. 
 
 

Executive summary 
This report seeks to provide information to Councillors to assist in their discussion regarding the 
Regent Theatre. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Regent Theatre building was placed in the hands of the mortgagee in December 2019 and will 
be going to auction on March 6, 2020.  There have been suggestions by some members of the 
community that Council should consider purchasing it.    
 
An Extraordinary Meeting of Council has been called for the purposes of investigating whether 
Council should purchase the Regent Theatre.       
 
Consideration of the Regent Theatre by Council can be broken into two parts as set out below.   
 
1. Purchase of the Existing Building  

 
This would involve participating in opportunities to purchase the building (either auction or by 
negotiation).  If Council wants to purchase the building the following steps should be 
undertaken:   
 
• Engage an independent valuer to determine a reasonable price point or range within 

which Council may attempt to purchase the building 
• Identify and document the reason for acquiring the building (noting that if it is greater 

than $1m or 10% of ordinary rate income it may require further consideration of Section 
23A of the Local Government Act which includes compliance with Capital Expenditure 
Guidelines)  

 
If Council is of the mind to consider purchasing the Regent Theatre, it may resolve that 
Council: 
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1. Confirms it does want to consider the purchase of the Regent Theatre building for 

community use;  
2. Requests staff to arrange at least one independent valuation of the Regent Theatre 

building and bring back a report to the February 19 Council meeting which includes 
funding options, due diligence requirements and, if required, provides delegations to 
acquire the building within an agreed price range; and 

3. Amends the 2019/20 Operational Plan to provide a budget of $10,000 funded from 
unrestricted cash to obtain a valuation.       

 
If Council is not of the mind to consider purchasing the Regent Theatre, it may resolve that 
Council: 
 
1. Confirms it does not want to consider the purchase of the Regent Theatre building at 

this stage.   
 
2. Consider Future Use and Upgrade of the Building 

 
This would involve engaging with the community to identify a vision for future use and 
providing feasible future use options for the building, including: 
 
• Engage a Heritage Expert to undertake a full heritage audit of the building (this will 

allow Council to discuss ongoing maintenance and any future works with the Heritage 
Council for a building subject to an IHO/State Listing) 

• Undertake a full structural assessment of the building to determine any building 
constraints that may impact the ability to undertake future works and to achieve 
compliance with the requirements of the Building Code of Australia and EP&A Act 

• Undertake community engagement to establish what the community wants to see done 
with the building (this will be essential to comply with Section 23A/Capital Expenditure 
Guideline requirements given the expected value of capital works)  

• Identify options for future use based on community feedback and vision 
• Engage a consultant to undertake a feasibility/business case assessment of the 

alternatives and taking into account full life of project costs and benefits 
• Identify a preferred option and source of funding within Council’s Delivery Program and 

Long Term Financial Plan and any grant funding opportunities 
• Undertake a Capital Expenditure Review in accordance with Section 23A of the Local 

Government Act and submit to the Office of Local Government 
 
If Council does want to consider the future use and upgrade of the building, it is important that 
Council undertakes this step thoroughly and utilising relevant expertise familiar with development 
of state listed properties.     
 
Attachments to this information include proposals by Simone Sheridan on behalf of the Revive the 
Regent community group, Brian Hobson and John Bentley and John Wood as well as some 
information prepared by Council staff on a range of similar regional Theatres and cinemas that 
have been cited by individuals as examples that Council could follow. 
 
Also included in the confidential attachment are information that has been received recently from 
members of the public as part of the Community Plan Proposal process for the 2020/21 
Operational Plan as well as feedback on social media. 
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Land Acquisition and Disposal Policy  
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
The purchase of the Regent Theatre or investment in the Regent Theatre would have significant 
financial implications that would need to be considered by Council. If Council were to determine an  
interest in acquiring the Theatre, a full business case would be expected under the Capital 
Expendutire Guidelines referenced in the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
There may also be the need for budgets for valuations or consultants thnat would need to be 
considered by Council. 
 
Associated Risks 
There would be significant risks in the purchase of the Regent Theatre and a full business casew 
and risk analysis would need to be undertaken prior to any commitment of funds by Council. 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

25 January 2020 
 
Attachments: 1. Land Acquisition and Disposal Policy.   

2. Notice of Heritage Council recommendation to list the Regent Theatre on the 
State Heritage Register.   

3. Revived theatres in NSW - Case studies.   
4. Revive The Regent Theatre Proposal January 2020.   
5. Revised Viable Use for Regent Theatre - Hobson proposal.   
6. Submission - MWRC to purchase Regent Theatre - John Wood and John 

Bentley. (Confidential - separately attached)    
7. Social Media Comments on Regent Theatre. (Confidential - separately 

attached)    
8. Budget submissions and other comments from the public - Regent Theatre. 

(Confidential - separately attached)     
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Roxy Theatre, Leeton 

 

 

The Roxy opened on 7 April 1930. Today, it’s a multi-function centre featuring regular movie 
screenings, live theatre and entertainment, and is a versatile event space. 

The Roxy Redevelopment Project received State Government funding in December 2018 to the value 
of $3,945,000 to increase functional space and improve access and safety for a more fit for purpose 
building.   

Leeton Shire Council, the owner of The Roxy Theatre, currently budgets $610K annually for the 
facility. In 2018/19, it reported income from The Roxy Theatre’s fees and charges of $109,000. 

The cinema runs relatively up-to-date new releases on a weekly basis (one film per week comprising 
2-4 screenings, with increased screenings of children’s films during school holidays). 

The facility is available for private functions through Leeton Shire Council.  The Council also 
advertises for volunteers to assist with the running of the facility. 
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Roxy Theatre, Bingara 

 

Built in 1936, The Roxy Theatre operated as a cinema until 1958.     

In the early 1990’s, a group of community members began to lobby the then Bingara Shire Council to 
purchase and restore the theatre. The Bingara Council purchased the building in 1999 and once it 
had been successful in obtaining both state and federal funding, set about faithfully restoring it to its 
former glory. 

In May 2004, the theatre was restored and re-opened to the public as a cinema, performing 
arts venue and multi-purpose function centre.  It also houses the Bingara Tourist Information 
Centre and is open to the general public for tours.  

In 2009, the Gwydir Shire Council was the recipient of a grant for $750,000 through the Department 
of Heritage, Environment, Water and the Arts under the Australian Government Jobs Fund, primarily 
to restore the Roxy Café. 

The facility features in Gwydir Council’s Social Plan and has a budget of $312,000 largely attributable 
to depreciation of the facility, and income from user charges of $47,000. 

Volunteers undertake tasks relating to the theatre.   

Gwydir Shire Council is currently seeking expressions of interest from interested parties for the 
management of the facility.   

It is apparent from its website that it is not presently showing new release films, however there is a 
film club program released for 2020 that advertises older release films. 
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National Theatre Community Centre, Braidwood 

 
 

The National Theatre started it life as roller skating rink and Electric Picture Palace.  

Now it continues the tradition as the National Theatre and Community Centre (managed by a 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council Section 355 Committee), a venue for annual events such as 
the Braidwood Quilt Event, monthly Film Club screenings (a mixture of old and recent films – one 
film screening once each month) and the Farmers' Market. It is also regularly hired by many 
community organisations such as fetes and book fairs, and commercial enterprises like the annual 
antique and rug shows.  

It is suitable for private hire for which bookings are managed by volunteers, not Council staff.  A 
volunteer confirmed that the facility is utilised most weeks.  It was also used as an evacuation centre 
during the recent bushfire crisis. 

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council completed a major works project in 2018 worth $300,000 to 
improve the visual amenity, usability and functionality, energy efficiency and most importantly the 
thermal comfort of the building.  Council does not, however, contribute to the operations of the 
theatre on an ongoing basis.   
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James Theatre, Dungog 

 

 

Open air films were first shown on the Theatre site in December 1912. In 1918, the original wooden 
building was completed and a further extensive upgrade was undertaken in 1930, adding the foyer, 
with a new projection box above, and Spanish Mission facade to the front of the building.  

The Theatre fell on hard times and into disrepair until it was purchased by the Dungog Shire Council 
in 1979 to provide a large function centre for the community. 

The Friends of James Theatre Inc and  Dungog Council collaborate to ensure that the James Theatre 
remains a viable and functioning part of the Dungog community. 

The cinema appears to show a single screening of two films most weekends.   

The James Theatre is available for hire for film, music or dramatic events or for weddings, parties, 
dances, educational uses or meetings. 

Dungog Council’s Operating Expenditure for James Theatre is currently $2,000 (not including 
depreciation, utility costs, insurance, pest control and other building costs and business unit oncosts 
which are listed as a total with other halls and buildings).  No revenue for the facility is noted in its 
Operational Plan. 
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Athenium Theatre, Junee 

 

The Athenium Theatre in Junee was built in 1929.  In 1977-8, it was purchased by the Junee and 
District Development Association for $20 000, making the Junee and Illabo Councils trustees of the 
property as tenants in common. 

Council was the proponent in a proposal to demolish the old theatre in 2003, in favour of a new 
medical centre. The proposed demolition caused fierce debate within the community, however, and 
ultimately the decision was taken out of Council hands when the NSW Heritage Office listed the 
Athenium Theatre as a building with State Heritage Significance in January 2004.   

The Friends of the Athenium are a community-led group who actively campaigned for the retention 
of the building. They have equal representation on the Council’s Athenium Working Party. The 
working party was formed to oversee the development of a Masterplan for the site and to have that 
option fully costed. It engaged the services of a specialist architectural service in Canberra to 
undertake that function. 

The building was subsequently reopened, refurbished to a modern standard. 

In 2016, the theatre received donations of a new screen and grand piano. In 2017, members of the 
local community renovated the theatre's dress circle, which had been out of bounds for more than 
20 years. In 2018, Council received a Regional Cultural Fund grant for $48,800 to upgrade The 
Athenium (installation of commercial sound and lighting).  

As of 2018, the building is available for hire as a community hall and is available for public bookings 
through Council.  It is currently used approximately 5-6 times per month but with climate control 
works (funded through Stronger Country Communities) about to commence shortly, and the 
upcoming installation of a commercial kitchen (again, grant funded), Council expects that use of the 
facility will increase in the future.  Council reported that Athenium Theatre bookings increased 
substantially from 2017/18 to 2018/19, from a total of 194 to 274 (an increase of 41%). More 
community events are being held at the theatre, including movie screenings (one movie screening 
per month run by volunteers), Rotary markets, and private functions.   

Whilst Council owns the theatre outright, it relies heavily on a strong volunteer base and lots 
philanthropic support from descendants of the original theatre owners.  Council also has a 
maintenance budget for the theatre. 
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Montreal Community Theatre, Tumut 

 
The Montreal Theatre opened in April 1930.  Films screened from 1968 to 1984 after which lessees 
came and went until the theatre closed as a commercial venue in 1992. 

In 1993, the building was put on the market.  Faced with the likely loss of a building that had been an 
integral part of the town for so long, a group of concerned citizens formed a steering committee to 
see what could be done.  A building inspector pronounced the building in ‘good sound serviceable 
condition’ but there was no equipment, sound system or heating.  It was badly in need of repainting, 
replumbing and rewiring. 

With the encouragement of the owners, the Learmont family, and a grant from the locally 
administered Blakeney Millar Trust Foundation, a 2 year feasibility study was undertaken to decide 
whether the Montreal could be run by volunteers as a picture theatre and community venue.  Advice 
was sought; sound systems scrounged and two vintage carbon-arc projectors came from the 
demolished Hay Majestic.  Volunteers worked day and night to repaint and clean the theatre. 

In 1998, with the support of the Blakeney Millar Trust Foundation and monies raised through the 
community, the theatre was able to be purchased on behalf of the community.  Generous 
community donations, large and small, together with a grant from the Ministry for the Arts allowed 
ongoing refurbishment including stage renovations, new curtains and a push-button retractable 
screen, heating and air-conditioning.  

In 2000, The Montreal was listed with the NSW National Trust and, in 2013, it was placed on the 
NSW State Heritage Register. 

In 2013, digital cinema was installed together with an upgraded sound system and new speakers.  
This was made possible by the generosity of the community plus a number of large donations by 
local foundations/companies and many, many hours of volunteer labour. 

The volunteer committee is assisted in rostering ushering, occasional food service and working bees 
by people willing to support the theatre on a regular basis.  Prospective ushers are always welcome 
to contact the Committee as the theatre relies on continuing community involvement. 

The management of the hall is operated by an incorporated association, Montreal Community 
Theatre Inc. 

Council undertook at refurbishment upgrade of the theatre in late 2019 at a cost of $381,000. 

The cinema continues to operate and screens single screenings of two recent release films most 
weekends. 
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Royal Theatre, Quirindi 

 
The Royal Theatre in Quirindi began showing its first films in 1930 and continued intermittently until 
2006. 

More than 50 volunteers also donated their time to clean up and paint the theatre to assist in 
keeping costs within budget. In April 2010, the Royal Theatre, Quirindi officially opened and movies 
resumed that September. 

Movies are now held every fortnight and on other weekends a variety of events are staged from live 
theatre to musical performances, school plays and fund raising activities. 

The theatre is managed by a Council committee and operated by volunteers. 193 events were held 
in the theatre in 2018/19 with 124 screenings of films, as well as 56 performances, workshops and 
arts events and 13 functions.  In 2018/19, the theatre contributed $57,000 to Council’s revenue (an 
increase from $38,000 the previous year). 

The theatre’s webpage acknowledges assisting from Liverpool Plains Shire Council ($152,000), State 
Government ($155,000), Federal Government ($338,000) and BHP Billiton ($115,000). 

  

https://www.quirindiroyaltheatre.com/volunteering/
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Bowraville Theatre, Bowraville 

 
Raymond Cinema was built during the 1940’s and operated until 1965 when the auditorium fell into 
disrepair.  In 2000, the building was purchased by Nambucca Shire Council and Bowraville Arts 
Council was formed to restore the theatre. 

The cinema screens a single semi-recent release film every second weekend.  It is also available for 
live theatre and private bookings. 

Bowraville Arts Council Inc has registered DGR status. 

Nambucca Valley Council budgets $10,000 annually for theatre operational costs.  Council also 
recently secured Round One Cultural Infrastructure Funding ($32,500) for new lighting, sound and 
wiring that will enhance the delivery of all performances held at the facility, in addition to reducing 
electricity and energy usage. 

The facility was recently utilised for a Community Bush Fire Recovery meeting. 
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Southern Cross Cinema, Young 

 
The Southern Cross Hall was built in 1924 by the Catholic Church to accommodate the growing need 
for an entertainment venue in the region. The hall was host to debutante balls, weddings, discos and 
in-door cricket. 

Hilltops Arts Inc. (HARTs, formerly Young District Arts Council) negotiated with Young (now Hilltops) 
Shire Council to bring a cinema to the town of Young. With funding from State Government and YSC, 
HARTs was able to transform the Southern Cross Hall into the Southern Cross Cinema and Arts 
Centre; providing movies, live performance, exhibitions and workshops to Young and surrounding 
districts.  Southern Cross Cinema opened to the public in March 2004 and has remained a volunteer 
driven project.  This facility appears to be very separate from Hilltops Shire Council.   

The cinema looks to screen about three recent release films concurrently (one to two screenings per 
day).  It also screens one arthouse movie per month. 
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Amusu Theatre and Movie Museum, Manildra 

 
The AMUSU Theatre was built in Manildra in 1936 alongside the then owner’s garage. With its 
purpose built building, continuous use and heritage collection, the AMUSU is unique in NSW. It was 
listed on the State Heritage Register in 1996.   

It is a rare purpose built Art Deco theatre that has been continuously operated since it was built in 
1936.  

AMUSU, a family partnership, is operated by a dedicated team of volunteers. The website notes 
corporate contributions from Manildra Flour and Canola Mills. 

Movies are held once a month and the venue is available for private functions and special events.   
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Majestic Cinema, Sawtell 

 
In 1941, Doris and Alan Brissett purchased the Community Hall on Sawtell’s First Avenue, added 
some wooden tiered seating, a projection room and kiosk and the Sawtell Cinema was born. For 
three generations the Sawtell Cinema remained in the Brissett family until it was put up for sale. In 
late 2014 a group of local patrons, who shared a passion for this cinema, formed the Save Sawtell 
Cinema alliance and stepped forward to purchase the building. In March 2015, Council approved 
plans for the renovation of the Cinema, including an upgrade to a digital projection system, division 
of the original cinema into two separate theatres, brand new cinema seats and the addition of a 
café.  

Early on in the redevelopment process, the Save Sawtell Cinema group discovered that running a 
cinema is a specialised skill. They needed professional cinema managers to deliver the experience 
they expected from their renovated building and Majestic Cinemas (a private cinema chain) was 
selected to take on this task. 

The updated cinema complex has two new screens with 140 and 50 seats as well as full disabled 
seating and wheelchair access. In line with community requests, the cinema will show a range of art 
house and foreign films as well as the latest family and mainstream titles when possible. 

The new Sawtell Cinema reopened in December 2015.  It currently screens five screenings of four 
recent release films each day (ie, one film is screened twice). 
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Saraton Theatre, Grafton 

 
The Saraton was built in 1926 by John and Tony Notaras. It is still under the management of the 
Notaras family and is a rare example of an intact two-level cinema. It has survived several fires and 
was refurbished in its present Art Deco style in 1940. Earmarked in 1999 for redevelopment as a car 
park, it was rescued by the combined efforts of members of the Notaras family. 

With a capacity of 950, interested artists, theatre companies, bands and entertainers make use of 
this unique facility.  It features an enlarged stage, the latest Christie digital cinema equipment and 
the advanced Hypercoustic sound system. The Saraton Theatre has wheelchair access, air 
conditioning, abundant parking and a hearing aid loop. 

The Notaras family attempted to sell the theatre to Grafton City Council in 2000 for $1 in the hope 
that Council would renovate it, but the proposal was rejected.  Instead, renovations were 
undertaken privately.  The restoration project has been in keeping with the history of the old 
theatre. The entire theatre has been completely restored to its original design and colour scheme. In 
addition to the main theatre, two new cinemas with stadium seating (150 seats) were built adjacent 
making it a Triple Cinema Complex. All three cinemas feature digital wide screen projection, 
hypercoustic surround sound, wheelchair access for disabled patrons, air conditioning, hearing aid 
loops for those with impaired hearing.  The Notaras family invested a substantial amount of money 
into the project.  

The Saraton Theatre remains a privately operated business. 
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Victoria Theatre, Newcastle 

 
The Victoria Theatre in Newcastle was first built in 1857.  Subsequent builds eventually saw it open 
as a cinema in 1921, and from 1930 to 1960 films dominated the program, although there were 
significant live performances throughout the period.  In 1942, Hoyts took control of the theatre for 
the next 24 years until it closed and later reopened as a retail site.  In 2015, the theatre was put up 
for auction and a local community group, ‘Revive the Vic’ was founded and attracted 1000+ 
members all committed to preserving the theatre.  In 2016, Century Venues purchased The Victoria 
Theatre with the intention to restore it as a live working heritage theatre. 

In 2019, the NSW Labor opposition pledged to contribute $3m to go towards the $9.5 million plan to 
restore The Victoria Theatre.  However, a spokesman for Arts Minister Don Harwin said the 
minister's officer had met with Century Venues over the Victoria Theatre revitalisation.  "Upon 
receiving a proposal for the project in March 2019 it was determined that the project was not 
eligible under existing programs," the spokesman said. 
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REVISED VIABLE USE FOR THE REGENT THEATRE. 

AFTER VISITATION OF THE THEATRE’S INTERIOR. 

BY BRIAN AND MARIE HOBSON  23/01/2020.  6373 3923    0488 725 512    bhobson@bigpond.net.au 

THE OVERALL INITIAL THOUGHTS ARE THE SAME AS PREVIOUSLY ISSUED TO A FEW PEOPLE WHO 
TURNED UP AT THE CANCELLED MEETINGTO WHICH I WAS TO SUBMIT TO THE COMMITTEE . . . . . 
BUT,  AFTER INSPECTION OF THE INTERIOR OF THE THEATRE, SOME CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE. 

WE BELIEVE THAT A SUSTAINABLE USE FOR THE THEATRE CAN BE ACHIEVED . 

1.   RETAIN (RENOVATE WHERE NECESSARY) THE WHOLE OF THE ART DECO FAÇADE. 

2.   RESTORE THE ENTRY FOYER, CANDY BAR, OFFICES, GROUND FLOOR TOILETS, CHANGE ROOMS, 
MEZZANINE FLOOR INCLUDING FURNITURE, MIRRORS, MEZZANINE TOILETS, STAGE, SCREEN, 
BALCONY SEATS, PROJECTION ROOM ETC., ETC., BACK TO IT’S ORIGINAL ART DECO CONDITION. 

3.   RETAIN 4 OR 5 ROWS OF STALLS ON THE GROUND FLOOR (THIS MEANS REPLACING SEATS THAT 
WERE REMOVED).  REMOVE ALL OTHER SEATING FROM THE DOWNSTAIRS (AUDITORIUM) . . . . BY 
RETAINING THE STAGE AND SCREEN, SHOWS, FILMS, PRIVATE FUNCTIONS, MEETINGS, ETC. CAN BE 
USED TO CREATE ADDITIONAL INCOME TO THE INCOME DESCRIBED BELOW . . . .  SHOWING SILENT 
FILMS (CHARLIE CHAPLIN, BUSTER KEATON, ETC.) WITH A 1920’s “PLINKY-PLANKY” PIANO PLAYER 
WOULD BE A BIG ATTRACTION TO VISIRTORS AND LOCALS ALIKE.  

4.   WITH THE MAJORITY OF SEATING REMOVED FROM THE AUDITORIUM, DIVIDE THE FLOOR AREA 
INTO SMALL SPACES.  THESE SPACES ON THE SIDES OF THE RAMPS WOULD BE LEVELLED IN STEPS 
ACCORDING TO THE LAYOUT.   I HAVE ROUGHLY STEPPED OUT THE AUDITORIUM AND THAT THE 
USABLE FLOOR AREA IS ABOUT 20m x 20m. LEAVING THREE RAMPSS, FRONT TO BACK, I ESTIMATE 
WE COULD ACHIEVE  42/ 2.5m x 2.5m RETAIL SPACES.  AT $30 RENT/SPACE, AN INCOME OF 
$1,260/WEEK, PLUS MAYBE A 10% OF ALL SALES TO THE OWNER.  THESE SPACES ARE CHEAP 
ENOUGH FOR EVEN THE SMALLEST VENDOR, WHICH WILL ENCOURAGE A HUGE VARIETY OF 
“SHOPS.”  LARGER BUSINESSES CAN RENT MORE SPACES.  ALL OWNERS WILL WORK AT THE 
COMMON COUNTER, ROSTERED SO THAT AT LEAST TWO VENDORS ARE ON DUTY AT THE COUNTER  
SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.  THIS WOULD BE THAT EACH SPACE (VENDOR)WOULD WORK APP.  1.5 
DAYS/MONTH ON THE COUNTER SELLING THEIR OWN, AND OTHER VENDORS GOODS. 

5.   IN MY OPINION THIS SEVEN  DAY TRADING WOULD NOT AFFECT THE THREE/FOUR MONTHLY 
MARKETS, IN FACT MARKET STALL HOLDERS COULD HAVE AN EXTRA OUTLET FOR THEIR GOODS.  
PERMANENT SHOP OWNERS COULD ALSO HAVE THE PRODPECT OF EXTRA SALES WHEN THEY CLOSE 
THEIR SHOP SATURDAY AFTERNOONS AND SUNDAYS. 

6.   THE NEW OWNER OF THE REGENT THEATRE WOULD THEN BE GUARANTEED A REGULAR INCOME 
FROM LEASING SPACES, POSSIBLY LEASING THE MUDGEE DRAMATIC SOCIETY, SPECIAL EVENTS 
(SCHOOLS, ETC) FROM LOCAL AND VISITING GROUPS, LIVE SHOWS, FILMS, ETC., ETC. 

mailto:bhobson@bigpond.net.au
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7.   NOTE:  EVEN IN THESE HARD TIMES OF RETAILING, CO-OPERATIVES ARE STILL OPERATING AS PER 
MANDURAH STUDIO IN MUDGEE, VICTORY THEATRE IN BLACKHEATH AND MANY OTHERS.      
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Item 5: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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Item 6: Urgent Confidential Business Without Notice 
 
 

Item 7: Open Council 
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