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Ph:  1300 765 002 or (02) 6378 2850 
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14 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Ordinary Meeting 
21 OCTOBER 2020 

Public Forum at 5:30pm 
Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Public Forum 

 

 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 
business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 
 
In order to comply with Government guidelines on social distancing, the meeting will be closed to 
the public.  
 
Speakers who wish to address Council are invited to submit their presentation in writing by post or 
email to the General Manager’s office no later than 4.00pm on the day preceding the Council 
Meeting.  
 
The meeting will be live streamed on Council’s website.  
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

  
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 16 September 2020 

Council Decision: 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16 September 2020 be taken as read and 
confirmed. 
 
 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting are separately attached. 



 

8 
MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Item 4: Matters in Progress 

SUBJECT RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE RESOLUTION ACTION 

Establishment 
of a recycled 
water facility 
and 
management 
system 

Res. 323/19 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
16/10/2019 

That Council: 
2. seek Section 60 approval to use 
recycled effluent and to formulate a 
Recycled Water Management 
System (RWMS) 
7. place the draft Recycled Water 
Management Policy on public 
exhibition for 28 days to receive any 
public submissions; 
8. adopt the Recycled Water  
Management Policy if no 
submissions are received; and 
9. place on public exhibition for 28 
days, the following new Fees and 
Charges. If no submissions are  
received following public exhibition 
Council adopt the Fees and Charges 
below and include them in the Fees 
and Charges Schedule: 6.1 Recycled 
Water Usage Fee - $1.00/KL 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting 

Indoor 
Pool Feasibility 
Study 

Res. 325/19 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
16/10/2019 

That Council: 
4. request that a further report be 
brought back to Council with an 
option to develop an indoor 
swimming facility at a new location in 
Mudgee. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting 

Banner Poles 
Gulgong 

Res. 308/19 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
16/10/2019 

That Council modify the banner poles 
on the outskirts of Gulgong so that 
the banners are more stable and less 
likely to tear. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting 

Cox Street Rail 
crossing 

Res. 64/20 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/03/2020 

Council investigate the re-opening of 
the crossing over the rail line on Cox 
St. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting 

Investigation of 
garbage 
collection 
service at 
Queen’s Pinch 
Waste Transfer 
Station 

Res. 66/20  
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/03/2020 

Staff investigate the feasibility of 
replacing the Waste Transfer Station 
on Queen’s Pinch Rd with a garbage 
collection service. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting 

Clandulla 
Recreation 
Ground toilet 
construction 

Res. 215/20 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
15/07/2020 

That a report be brought back to a 
future meeting of Council concerning 
the cost of the toilet block at the 
Clandulla recreation grounds and 
consideration to using all the funds 
from the sale of the former Clandulla 
Progress Association Building. 
 

RECOMMEND FOR 
COMPLETION 
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Item 5: Mayoral Minute 
 
 
Nil  
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Item 6: Notices of Motion or Rescission 
 
 

6.1 Gulgong MPS 
NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR PERCY THOMPSON  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, A0100035; GOV400022 

    
 

MOTION 
 
That Council send a delegation to meet with Western NSW Health and write to the NSW Health 
Minister and the Federal Minister for Regional Health, to get a doctor at Gulgong that is able to 
attend the Gulgong MPS. 
 
 

Background 
There has not been a doctor at the Gulgong MPS since June 2020. Gulgong needs a permanent 
doctor that has visiting rights at the Gulgong MPS. 
 
Officer’s comments 
The Mayor and the General Manager have been speaking to Western NSW Health on a regular 
basis raising this issue. Western NSW Health have advertised several times and held negotiations 
with the local doctor but have not had success in attracting a doctor to the position. 
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Item 7: Office of the General Manager 
 
 

7.1 General Manager Delegation 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER GOVERNANCE  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, A0230005 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Governance on the General Manager 

Delegation; 

2. amend the Instrument of Delegation of Authority of the General Manager as 
resolved by Council 19th February 2020 motion 12/20 part 10 Bushfire Recovery 
Budgetary Requirements and Financial Relief for Affected Residents and Council 
16th September 2020 motion 272/20 Reporting on Number of DCP Variations; and 

3. adopt the updated Instrument of Delegation of Authority of the General Manager. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Council has made amendments to the General Manager Delegation; those amendments have 
been made in the Instrument of Delegation of Authority. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
Detailed report 
The Instrument of Delegation of Authority of the General Manager has been amended to reflect the 
decisions of Council 19th February 2020 motion 12/20 part 10 Bushfire Recovery Budgetary 
Requirements and Financial Relief for Affected Residents and Council 16th September 2020 
motion 272/20 Reporting on Number of DCP Variations. These changes are identified as tracked 
changes in the attached document. 

 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
The amendments to the Delegations and Authorities Instrument reflecting the Motions of Council 
limits the risk of Legislative Non Compliance in the General Managers performance of statutory 
functions. 
 
 
 

TIM JOHNSTON 
MANAGER GOVERNANCE 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. General Manager Delegation of Authority.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 21 OCTOBER 2020 
report 7.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 13 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020  
REPORT 8.1 

 

15 
 
 
 

 

Item 8: Development 
 
 

8.1 Wollar Solar Farm Voluntary Planning Agreement 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, LAN900086 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Development on the Wollar Solar Farm 

Voluntary Planning Agreement; 

2. place the draft Voluntary Planning Agreement and Explanatory Note on public 
exhibition for 28 days;  

3. if no submissions are received during public exhibition, endorse and authorise 
the Mayor to finalise and execute the Voluntary Planning Agreement; and 

4. if submissions are received during public exhibition, receive a further report 
following the exhibition period. 

 
 

Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide a copy of the draft Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) 
and Explanatory Note for the Wollar Solar Farm which is to be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The Wollar Solar Farm was approved by the NSW Department Planning, Industry and Environment 
in February 2020.   
 
Traffic and transport impacts on the local road network were assessed as part of the planning 
phase, with the proponent required to undertake a number of upgrades, including Barigan Road in 
order to accommodate the vehicle movements associated with construction and operation of the 
project.  These works have already commenced under a separate works agreement.   
 
During consultation, the proponent also agreed to provide a contribution towards road maintenance 
on the local road network during the construction phase of the project.  The voluntary contribution 
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is for the amount of $200,000 (excluding GST) as set out in the draft agreement provided in 
Attachment 1.  The Explanatory Memorandum is provided in Attachment 2.    
 
If Council endorse the draft Voluntary Planning Agreement, it is required to be placed on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979. 
 
If there are no submissions received during the public exhibition period, Council can authorise the 
Mayor to finalise and execute the agreement with Wollar Solar.  If submissions are received during 
the public exhibition period, a further report will be brought back to Council for consideration.      
 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Towards 2030 Mid-Western Region Community Plan   
 
Legislation 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
 
Financial implications 
Council will receive a one-off contribution of $200,000 (excluding GST) towards road maintenance 
for the local road network.    
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2020/21    

Future Years - - - 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil. 
 
 
 

JULIE ROBERTSON 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

  

1 October 2020 
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Attachments: 1. Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement.   
2. Explanatory Memorandum.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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8.2 2020-21 Local Heritage Grant Allocation 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, GRA600042 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Strategic Planning on the 2020-21 Local 

Heritage Grant Allocation; and 

2. provide a Local Heritage Grant to the following projects: 

a) $4000 for re-painting of roof at Henry Lawson Museum 147 Mayne Street, 
Gulgong; 

b) $3,500 for repairs to existing roof at Cottage Museum 28-30 Louee Street, 
Rylstone; 

c) $3,500 for repainting of façade and signage at Opera House 101 Mayne Street, 
Gulgong. 

 

Executive summary 
NSW Councils enter into the Local Heritage Grants program with The Heritage Division of the 
NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet.  This year’s total budget for local heritage grants is 
$11,000. Sixteen applications were received and three are recommended for funding.  
 
Council’s Local Heritage Grants Policy provides criteria and funding priorities for consideration in 
the allocation of the grant funding. 
 
This report details a recommended allocation.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil.  
 
 
Detailed report 
Applications for funding under the Local Heritage Grants Program closed in September 2020.  
Sixteen applications of a high standard all for listed items were received. Three of those 
applications are recommended for funding.  
 
The three recommended for funding are facilities accessible by the public and run by community 
groups. 
 
The applications have been summarised in the table provided as Attachment 1.   
 
Council’s Local Heritage Grants Policy identifies the following funding priorities: 
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• Heritage item(s) in a well maintained heritage streetscape or landscape setting. 
• Heritage item(s) with public access and visibility (note – all projects are visible from the public 
• domain). 
• Urgent maintenance works to avert management risks e.g. severe deterioration, demolition or 

demolition by neglect. 
• Item(s) that are part of a heritage group or precinct (Heritage Conservation Area). 
• Upgrades to fire, service and access to achieve compliance with the Building Code of Australia. 
• Ongoing or adaptive reuse of heritage item(s). 
• Items that have not received Council funding support in the last five years. 
 
The three projects recommended for funding have met the above criteria.   
 
Taking into account the $11,000 budget available, Council’s Local Heritage Grants Policy, and 
project costs, Attachment 1 provides the recommended amount to be allocated to each project. 
 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the 

Region 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Council conducting a Local Heritage Grants program is consistent with Item 5 of the Mid-Western 
Heritage Strategy to Introduce a Local Heritage Incentives fund to provide a small grants program 
to encourage local heritage projects. 
 
Council Policies 
The recommended allocation of funding is consistent with Council’s Local Heritage Grants Policy.  
 
Legislation 
Any building works associated with a local heritage grant will need to consider and satisfy 
permissibility under the Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012 and ensure the 
required approvals are in place. 
 
Financial implications 
The 2020/21 Operational Plan has an approved budget of $11,000 for Local Heritage Grants. If 
Council adopts the recommendations for funding as outlined in this report, the total budget of 
$11,000 for this financial year will be allocated.    
  
Associated Risks 
No known risk. 
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SARAH ARMSTRONG 
MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

JULIE ROBERTSON 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

10 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Heritage Grant Allocation 2020-21 - Attachment 1.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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8.3 Monthly Development Applications Processing and 
Determined  

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, A0420109 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Director Development on the Monthly Development 
Applications Processing and Determined.  

 

Executive summary 
The report presented to Council each month is designed to keep Council informed of the current 
activity in relation to development assessment and determination of applications.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil  
 
Detailed report 
Included in this report is an update for the month of September 2020 Development Applications 
determined and Development Applications processing. The report will detail:  
 

• Total outstanding development applications indicating the proportion currently being 
processed and those waiting for further information  

• Median and average processing times for development applications  
• A list of determined development applications  
• Currently processing development applications and heritage applications.  

 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the 

Region 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable   
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable  
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Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 
 

JULIE ROBERTSON 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

  

1 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Development Applications Processing and Determined - September 

2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 9: Finance 
 
 

9.1 Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300201 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Financial Planning on the Draft Long Term 

Financial Plan 2020-2030; 

2. endorse the draft Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030 to go on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days; 

3. request a report be returned to Council after the period of exhibition, if any 
submissions are received for consideration; and 

4. if no submissions are received adopt the Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Following completion of the draft Delivery Program 2017/21 and the Operational Plan 2020/2021, 
the draft Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030 is presented to Council to be placed on public 
exhibition, to better inform Council and the community. 

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 

Detailed report 
The Long Term Financial Plan is a requirement of the Integrated Planning and Reporting process, 
as a component of the Resourcing Strategy. 
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The Long-Term Financial Plan must project financial forecasts for the council for at least ten years, 
and be updated annually to further inform the Operational Plan. The Long-Term Financial Plan 
must be used by the council to inform its decision-making during the finalisation of the Community 
Strategic Plan and the development of the Delivery Program. 
 
The Long-Term Financial Plan must include: 

• Planning assumptions used to develop the plan 
• Projected income and expenditure, balance sheet and cash flow statement 
• Sensitivity analysis (factors/assumptions most likely to affect the plan) 
• Financial modelling for different scenarios 
• Methods of monitoring financial performance 

 
The Long Term Financial Plan was delayed from being completed earlier in the Operational Plan 
2020/2021 cycle due to conflicting priorities with the impact of bushfires and COVID-19 on 
Councils work flows. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The Long Term Financial Plan makes up a part of Councils Resourcing Strategy, and links to the 
Asset Management Plans and Delivery Program. 
 
Council Policies 
Not applicable. 
 
Legislation 
 
Local Government Act 1993 Section 430 Resourcing Strategy  
 

(1) A council must have a long-term strategy (called its "resourcing strategy”) for the 
provision of the resources required to implement the strategies established by the 
community strategic plan that the council is responsible for 

(2) The resourcing strategy is to include long-term financial planning, workforce 
management planning and asset management planning. 

Financial implications 
The Operational Plan 2020/21 sets out Council’s planned activities, major projects and strategic 
direction for the financial year ended 30 June 2021. The Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030 
identifies Council’s planned financial path for the next ten years. 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

22 June 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Long Term Financial Plan 2020-2030 (DRAFT). (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.2 Monthly Statement of Investments and Bank Balances as at 
30 September 2020 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300053 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Financial Planning on the Monthly Statement 

of Investments and Bank Balances as at 30 September 2020; and 

2. note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer. 

 
 

Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to certify that Council’s investments have been made in accordance 
with legal and policy requirements, provide information on the detail of investments and raise other 
matters relevant to Council’s investment portfolio as required. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The attachment to this report provides information on the performance of the portfolio and provides 
a register of all investments held as at 30 September 2020. 
 
Breech of policy limits 
 
Ratings agency Standard and Poor’s on 7 September issued a ratings downgrade to the long term 
rating of AMP Bank Ltd from BBB+ to BBB.  
 
The downgrade has resulted in the institution limit set for AMP reduced from 10% to 5%. This 
places AMP investment over the Investments Policy limit. AMP at the end of this month makes up 
6% of the portfolio, with a limit of 5%.  
 
In accordance with the policy an immediate freeze will be imposed on the acquisition of new 
investment with this institution until the portfolio can be effectively managed back to the 
requirements of the Investments Policy. The next opportunity to do this will be in December 2020. 
 
On 30 September 2020 a $1,500,000 term deposit was placed with Bank of Queensland (BOQ) for 
a term of 3 years. With the rating of BOQ being BBB+ there is a policy limit which restricts the term 
of investment to 2 years. The deposit was amended on 6 October 2020 to a term of less than 2 
years bringing it back within policy limits.  
 
 



 

56 MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020 
REPORT 9.2 

 
 
 

 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Council’s Investments Policy requires a written report each month setting out the entire investment 
portfolio. 
 
Legislation 
As per Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 the Responsible 
Accounting Officer certifies that;  
a) this report sets out details of all money that the Council has invested under Section 625 of the 
Act, and  
b) all investments have been made in accordance with the Act and the regulations, and 
c) breeches of Councils Investments Policy are noted in the detailed report above. 
 
Financial implications 
Not applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not applicable 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

24 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Investment Report 30 September 2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.3 Monthly Budget Review - September 2020 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300240 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Financial Planning on the Monthly Budget 

Review - September 2020; and 

2. amend the 2020/21 budget in accordance with the variations as listed in the 
Monthly Budget Review attachment to this report. 

 
 

Executive summary 
This report provides Council with information on the progress of the 2020/21 capital works program 
at 30 September 2020. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
Over the period of the financial year, Council has an opportunity to review and approve variances 
to the Budget. The attachment to this report provides the detailed information of recommended 
variations. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable. 
 
 
Council Policies 
Not applicable. 
 
 
Legislation 
Clause 202 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, states that the responsible 
accounting officer of a Council must: 
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a) establish and maintain a system of budgetary control that will enable the council’s actual income 
and expenditure to be monitored each month and to be compared with the estimate of Council’s 
income and expenditure, and  
b) if any instance arises where the actual income or expenditure of the council is materially 
different from its estimated income or expenditure, report the instance to the next meeting of 
Council. 
 
 
Financial implications 
The budget variations proposed will not impact the below financial ratios.  
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2020/21 - - - 

Future Years - - - 
 
Associated Risks 
Not applicable. 
 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

8 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Budget Review Attachment - September 2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.4 Community Grants Program - October 2020 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300159 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Financial Planning on the Community Grants 

Program - October 2020; 

2. provide financial assistance to the following applications in accordance with the 
criteria and guidelines of the Community Grants Policy; 

 

 

 

3. decline to provide financial assistance to the following applications in 
accordance with the criteria and guidelines of the Community Grants Policy; 

 Mudgee & District Motorcycle Club 

 

Kandos Rylstone Men's Shed  1,112  

Rotary District 9670  1,000  

 

Executive summary 
This report considers requests for financial assistance under Council’s Community Grants Program 
Policy.  
 
Provision is made in Council’s Community Grants Program Policy to provide financial assistance to 
not-for-profit community-based organisations, groups and individuals that offer a significant 
contribution to community outcomes and goals as provided in the Towards 2030 Community Plan.  
 
All applications were first reviewed for eligibility and then assessed by a panel of three staff against 
the following criteria relative to the amount of funding requested:  
 

• Degree of benefit to the community aligned with the community plan  
• Level of consultation and collaboration with other local groups 
• Organisational capacity to deliver the program or project  

 
Even though an application meets the criteria it may be judged that there is not a significant 
enough benefit to the community in order to fund or fully fund the request. 
A summary of each application is shown below, together with panel recommendations. 
 
Applicant Project/Activity Funding 

Request 
$ 

Total 
Score 
out of 
9 

Recommended 
Amount $ 
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Applicant Project/Activity Funding 
Request 
$ 

Total 
Score 
out of 
9 

Recommended 
Amount $ 

Kandos Rylstone 
Men's Shed 

Council Rate relief  1,112   6   1,112  

Mudgee & District 
Motorcycle Club 

Reimbursement of Council DA 
Fees 

 730   -     -    

Rotary District 9670 Rotary District 9670 - 2021 
Revised Conference 

 10,000   5   1,000  

Total     2,112  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The information provided below gives more detail on each application and the scoring against the 
policy criteria. Copies of all applications are provided as attachments to the report. 
 
Kandos Rylstone Men's Shed 
Kandos Rylstone Men's Shed requests $1,112 for Council Rate relief. The Shed has a 
membership of 25 Men. It provides a place for the wider community and organisations to seek 
assistance with projects, small jobs and repairs they may need assistance with. 

Link to Community Plan: 

1.1.1 Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the needs of our 
community 

1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of community groups 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,112 

Mudgee & District Motorcycle Club 
Mudgee & District Motorcycle Club requests $730 for the reimbursement of Council DA Fees paid 
for racing at AREC. The Club have 6 race meets a year at AREC, with competition days bringing in 
more than 100 riders plus spectators who shop and stay locally when here. 

Link to Community Plan: 

RECOMMENDATION:       The panel assessed that the only benefit stated is bringing visitors to the 
region which would therefore require the application to be assessed in the events assistance 
program. The recommendation is to decline to provide a community grant.                                                                                            

$     0 
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Rotary District 9670 
Rotary District 9670 requests $10,000 for Rotary District 9670 - 2021 Revised Conference. An 
annual district conference was scheduled to be held in Mudgee in March 2021.  Unfortunately, 
COVID-19 has affected planning for this conference and the conference will now be run as a virtual 
conference over two weekends in May 2021.  Revised planning has commenced and the 
conference team will come to Mudgee in late October to finalise planning. Up to 1000 attendees 
could view the virtual conference and promotion of Mudgee and the region in the months between 
November 2020 and June 2021. It is expected that asking local businesses to participate by filming 
snapshots will ensure regional business are included and extend the promotion of the Mudgee 
region. 

Link to Community Plan:  

3.1.1 Support the attraction and retention of a diverse range of businesses and industries 

3.2.1 Promote the Region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 

RECOMMENDATION:       Due to the benefits linking to the Building a Strong Economy area of the 
community plan the grant is categorised into Other Grants. The recommendation is to provide a 
grant of $1,000. The cap in this category is $2,000. 

It is important to note that in February 2020 Council approved a grant of $10,000 to assist the event 
that was to take place in Mudgee. Due to moving to a virtual conference the application outcomes 
have significantly changed and therefore Council should require a refund of $10,000 from the 
applicant (net impact of $9,000 refunded).  

 

 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable. 
 
Council Policies 
Recommendations are made under the Community Grants Program Policy.  
 
Legislation 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 Section 356 granting of financial assistance 
must be approved by a Council resolution. 
 
Financial implications 
Funding of $105,000 is provided in the Operational Plan for financial assistance. $52,574 has 
already been allocated, leaving a balance of $52,426. Based on the scoring system above, the 
recommendation of staff is to provide $2,112 in financial assistance and require a refund of 
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$10,000 from the applicant due to the alternation of the event. Should Council approve the 
recommendations in the report, a balance of $ $60,314 will remain. 
 
Associated Risks 
Not applicable 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCIAL PLANNING 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

8 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Community Grant Applications.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.5 Review of Debt Management and Recovery Procedures 
REPORT BY THE REVENUE AND PROPERTY MANAGER  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, A0340005 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Revenue and Property Manager on the Review of Debt 

Management and Recovery Procedures;  

2. note the variation to the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 to 
extend the period during which the special COVID-19 pandemic provisions 
apply to s747AB of the Local Government Act 1993 to end on 25 March 2021;  

3. determine to approve, as an addition to the current provisions of the Debt 
Management and Recovery Policy, the issue of a new notification outlining 
the provisions of the extended s747AB considerations to ratepayers where 
debts remain outstanding after the due date/s for payment; and 

4. note a review of the effectiveness of the new notification will be conducted in 
February 2021 and the results will be reported to the General Manager for 
consideration as to formalising this extra step in the Debt Management and 
Recovery Policy. 

 

 

Executive summary 
A recent variation to the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulation) 
extends the period during which the special COVID-19 pandemic provisions apply to s747AB 
of the Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) to end on 25 March 2021.   
 
As an addition to the current provisions of the Debt Management and Recovery Policy (the 
Policy), Council’s approval is sought to issue a new notification to ratepayers where debts 
remain outstanding after the due date outlining the provisions of the extended s747AB 
considerations. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and following the subsequent amendments to the LGA 
(s747AB) and Council’s initiatives, it was necessary to cease debt management and recovery 
action during the initial prescribed period up until 26/9/2020.   
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Ratepayers’ inability to pay as a result of the Covid situation, drought and bushfires, combined 
with the Government’s and Council’s moratoriums on debt management and collection, has 
resulted in an outstanding debt ratio increase from 3.76% for 2018/19 to 4.37% for 2019/20. 
 
At the Council Meeting of 12 August 2020, Council supported the reintroduction of the debt 
management and recovery provisions as stipulated by the Policy from 1 October 2020. 
 
Since this time, the Government has made a variation to the Regulation to extend the period 
during which the special COVID-19 pandemic provisions apply to s747AB to end on 25 March 
2021.  
 
s747AB provisions are –  
 
During the prescribed period, legal proceedings for the recovery of a rate or charge may not be 
commenced against a person by or on behalf of a council under section 712 unless the council has 
considered each of the following— 
 
 (a) whether the payment of the rate or charge could be made in instalments or by way of 
some other financial arrangement,  
 
(b) whether the person should be referred to a financial counsellor,  
 
(c) whether mediation or alternative dispute resolution should be attempted first, 
  
(d) whether interest on the unpaid amount should be deferred or waived. 
 
Council cannot undertake legal action, where necessary, to recover outstanding debts until 
individual assessments of the matters set out under the LGA have been completed and Council 
has considered each matter. 
 
This provision applies to all existing pre-legal debts that Council was in the process of seeking 
arrangements for payment prior to the Covid outbreak as well as any new ones accrued during this 
time. 
 
The provisions do not require Council to cease existing legal action recovery actions i.e. legal 
action commenced prior to the Covid outbreak, provided the new considerations have been taken 
into account before further recovery action is taken. 
 
The Covid 19 Legislative Amendment Guideline, which gives a full explanation of the provisions 
and scope of s747AB considerations under which Council must comply, is appended as 
attachment 1 to this report.   
 
Whilst Council already has policies in place that seek to recover outstanding payments using a fair 
and effective process, it is considered that an additional notification issued at the commencement 
of the current debt management process outlining the s747AB considerations, would help to 
immediately remove any unnecessary stress and costs to ratepayers who may already be facing 
financial difficulties and would also fulfil Council’s obligations under the LGA.   
 
It is proposed that this notification would be issued prior to 7 December 2020 by Council’s debt 
management agent.  Thereafter, the normal stipulated reminder notifications, processes and 
actions as provided for in the Policy would commence in January 2021.  If applicable, the actions 
would involve new legal actions for the recovery of outstanding debts as discussed above.  
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As the notification is in addition to the notices currently contracted on behalf of Council, an 
additional fee per letter will be paid to the debt management agent.  The total cost is estimated to 
be $9,000. The fee will be funded from the current budget. 
 
A review of the effectiveness of the additional notification will be conducted in February 2021 and 
the results will be reported to the General Manager for consideration as to formalising this extra 
step in the Policy regardless of any prevailing legislative requirements.   
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Debt Management and Recovery Policy 
Hardship Provision – Rates and Charges Policy 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 NSW  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 NSW  
 
Financial implications 
The total cost for issue of the additional notification (which includes negotiating subsequent 
payment arrangements on Council’s behalf) is estimated to be $9,000 and will be funded from 
the current approved allocated budget. 
 
Associated Risks 
By addressing the considerations of s747AB in the additional notification, any risk of non-
compliance with this legislation is mitigated.  
 
 
 

DIANE SAWYERS 
REVENUE AND PROPERTY MANAGER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

2 October 2020 
 
Attachments: 1. Covid 19 Legislative Amendment Guideline to Debt Recovery.   

2. OLG advice Circular 20-37.   
3. Debt Management and Recovery Policy.    

 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.6 Re-naming of a new road in a subdivision off Adams Lead 
Road Gulgong. 

REPORT BY THE PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER AND REVENUE OFFICER  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, R0790041 P25207 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Support Officer and Revenue Officer on the re-

naming of a new road in a subdivision off Adams Lead Road Gulgong; and 

2. name this road Peru Road. 

 
 

Executive summary 
A subdivision off Adams Lead Road included one new road.  Addressing requirements for the new 
subdivision necessitated the naming of this new road.  A name of Joinery Lane was approved by 
Council at their 19 February 2015 meeting. However, the road has not yet been built and the 
developer has requested the new road be re-named.  This is allowable under NSW and MWRC 
Council road naming procedures. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
Council, being the Roads authority, is required to name new or unnamed streets and roads.  The 
purpose of this report is to rename a new road that was previously named. 
 
A submission for Peru Road was made by the developer following the passing of Mr Peru Perumal 
after which Council recommenced the naming process in relation to this road.  Council wrote to the 
owners and neighbours of the subdivision on 28th August 2020 requesting their naming 
submissions.  Public consultation was also invited in an advertisement placed in the 28th August 
2020 Mudgee Guardian.  Submissions closed on 18th September 2020 with five additional 
submission, all in support of Peru Road, received. 
 
Two other names were previously submitted for the original naming of this road.  These are now 
also included as submissions in the re-naming of this road. 
 
Gibbadaire 
Woodcraft 
Peru 
 
The Geographical Names Board (GNB) approved Gibbadaire and Woodcraft in their 4 November 
2014 letter.  Peru Road was submitted to the GNB for pre-approval but was rejected due to the 
requirement that a person is to have been deceased for at least 12 months before an application to 
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commemoratively name a road after them is deemed acceptable.  Aside from the time limit there 
are no other obstructions to approving the name.  This will not preclude Council choosing this 
name at this point in the naming process.  The development where the new road is to be located 
will not be completed until several months into 2021 and has received temporary addressing based 
on Adams Lead Road pending the gazettal of the new road name.   
 

The recommended name of Peru Road relates to Peru Peramul (20/9/1941-26/5/2020).  Peru 
was a highly regarded Sydney Architect who first came to Gulgong in the early 1970s, as a 
member of the National Trust's Urban Conservation Committee, to carry out an investigation 
into the town's then current and future conservation needs. Gulgong became Peru's second 
home and he made a huge contribution to saving Gulgong's unique architectural character.  
He was an inspiration for, an active participant in, and a major influence on the conservation, 
enhancement and promotion of the historic precincts of Gulgong and Mudgee. 

 
Street naming is legislated under the Roads Act 1993.  This Act empowers the authority in charge 
of the road with the rights to name it.  The re-naming of this new road will allow the completion of 
street addressing within this new subdivision.  Section 162 of the Roads Act (1993) states that “a 
road authority may name and number all public roads for which it is the authority.  A roads 
authority may not alter the name of a public road unless it has given the Geographical Names 
Board at least two months’ notice of the proposed name. 
 
In accordance with Council’s Road, Bridge and Place Naming Policy, the name that Council 
endorses of this road will be: 
 

1. advertised in the Mudgee Guardian inviting submissions in writing from the public for a 
period of 21 days. 

2. Concurrently, notice of the proposed name will be sent to Australia Post, the Registrar 
General, the Surveyor General, the Chief Executive of the Ambulance Service of NSW, 
New South Wales Fire Brigades, the NSW Rural Fire Service, the NSW Police Force, 
the State Emergency Service, the New South Wales Volunteer Rescue Association Inc., 
and, in the case of a classified road – Roads and Maritime Services, inviting submissions 
in writing for a period of 14 days. 

 
At the expiration time for lodgement of submissions, a further report will be prepared for Council 
addressing any submissions received and recommending the formal adoption of the proposed road 
name, and Gazettal of the new road name. 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable. 
 
Council Policies 
Road, Bridge and Place Naming Policy. 
 
Legislation 
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The Roads Act, 1993. 
Road Regulation 2008. 
Geographical Names Act, 1996. 
 
Financial implications 
The cost and installation of one street sign at the intersection of Adams Lead Road and the road 
being named.  These costs will be met by the developer. 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 

CAROLYN ATKINS 
PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

24 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. GNB Letter approving Gibbadaire & Woodcraft.   

2. Submission.   
3. Submission.   
4. Submission.   
5. Submission.   
6. Submission.   
7. Submission.   
8. Submission.   
9. submission.   
10. Map.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.7 Naming of a dog exercise area in the locality of Putta Bucca 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER AND REVENUE OFFICER  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, PAR300020 P0309411 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Support Officer and Revenue Officer on the 

naming of a dog exercise area in the locality of Putta Bucca; and 

2. support the name of Jennie Blackman Park. 

 
 

Executive summary 
As part of the next stage of the Glen Willow development Council will be relocating and enlarging 
the dog exercise area.  As part of the development a request has been received to name the dog 
park. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The dog exercise area is to be moved to the south east of its current location, to a location near the 
footbridge and the walkway.  A submission has been received to name the new dog park in 
memory of Jennie Blackman. 
 
The naming of the park must be open to public consultation and all submissions must be accepted, 
whether they be the initiating name or not.  Council advertised for naming submissions from the 
public in the 4 September 2020 Mudgee Guardian.  Submissions closed on 25 September 2020 
with no additional submissions received. 
 

Jennie Blackman (18/7/1975-15/6/2019) displayed a determination to lead a normal and full life 
from an early age despite her disability – something that medical experts at the time considered 
totally impossible due to her diagnosis of Down Syndrome. With the help and support of her 
family and the Mudgee community, Jennie achieved her goals.   
 
After completing Year 11, Jennie went to TAFE and then worked for the Mudgee Business 
Enterprise Centre and for Mid-Western Regional Council. Jennie became very well known 
around town as a productive member of the community and an inspiration to people she met.  
 
A great love of animals was evident all through Jennie’s life and walking around town with her 
beloved dog Charlie was a regular sight.  As a valued member of the Mudgee community it is 
very fitting that a dog exercise area be named in memory of Jennie. 

 
The Geographical Names Board (GNB) is the naming authority for place names. 
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Council’s decision at this meeting will be submitted as our recommendation to the GNB for their 
next meeting along with our application to name the Park.  The Geographical Names Board will 
then meet the cost of advertising in relation to this matter before making a final decision on the 
name for the Park.  The GNB will also meet the costs of a Gazettal for the final park name. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Respect and enhance the historic character of our Region and heritage value of our 

towns 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable. 
 
Council Policies 
Road, Bridge and Place Naming Policy. 
 
Legislation 
Geographical Names Act, 1996. 
Geographical Names Board of NSW Policy – Place Naming, 2019. 
 
Financial implications 
Signage across the Glen Willow precinct is being addressed as part of the development project. 
Signage for the dog exercise area/park is included as part of the project. 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 

CAROLYN ATKINS 
PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

24 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission.   

2. Map for BP report.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 10: Operations 
 
 

10.1 Parking Study - Mudgee CBD 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OPERATIONS  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, COR400215 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Operations on the Parking Study - Mudgee 

CBD; 

2. endorse the draft Parking Study – Mudgee CBD; 

3. place the draft parking Study – Mudgee CBD on public exhibition for a period of 
28 days; 

4. if there are no submissions received;  

  4.1 adopt the study;  

  4.2 implement the ‘Parking Management Changes’ outlined in the body of 
   the report;  

  4.3 amend the 2020/21 budget  to include an expenditure budget for  
   Mudgee CBD Parking Improvements in the amount of $30,000 funded 
   from unrestricted cash; and 

5. if submissions are received, a further report will be brought back to Council to    
consider the submissions and seek to endorse next steps. 

 
 

Executive summary 
A comprehensive parking study has been undertaken by specialist consultants on behalf of 
Council. The study has found there are no requirements to increase parking supply in the near 
future. The study does recommend several changes to improve parking arrangements within 
Mudgee CBD including; changing unrestricted, 2P and 4P parking locations, increasing the number 
of loading zones, increasing caravan parking, introducing motorcycle bays, improvements to 
wayfinding signage and increased linemarking of 60 degree marked parking bays. 
The community consultation component of the study highlighted shade, weather protection and 
safety associated with parking, should be considered by Council in future Delivery Plans.  

 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
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Detailed report 
Council commissioned a parking study to determine; 
 
• the adequacy of current public and privately-provided parking facilities to serve the existing and 

predicted car-parking demands of the Town’s CBD; 

• the appropriateness of Council policies (development contributions, car-parking standards for 
developments) to meet parking-generation demand; 

• options for meeting parking demand within the CBD, including funding considerations. 

 
The successful Consultant Jacob Martin from Cardno presented the technical findings to Council at 
a workshop in November 2019. The community consultation component of the study was impacted 
by the corona virus pandemic, which delayed the finalisation of the report. 
 
The study included field measurement of actual parking demand throughout the CBD area. A 
model was developed based on actual land use and predicted parking requirements associated 
with each land use type. The model was calibrated against actual parking behaviour. The model 
allows the prediction of parking demand based on future growth and changes in land use. 
 
The intensity of parking demand during the survey period illustrates while there is ample car 
parking within Mudgee town centre, certain locations operate at or above capacity during peak 
periods.  
The optimal parking system is one where all parking is used efficiently, with minimum amount of 
spaces devoted to parking activities. After all, parking itself only facilitates activity; it does not 
create any of its own. 
 
The current supply of parking within the study area is in the order of 3,000 bays, with occupancy 
across the town centre core (Zones A and B) observed to be 60-65% even during peak (non-event) 
periods. A representative trigger would be at the point occupancy reached 85% across the town 
centre core. 
 
As such, there appears to be no requirement to increase parking supply to accommodate day-to-
day parking needs and the need to construct a multi –storey carpark can be postponed for the near 
future. 
 
Parking Management Changes 
 
Please refer to Figures 5-3 & 5-4 in the attached ‘Parking Study – Mudgee CBD’ regarding details 
of the following recommended changes; 
 

• Standardising timing restrictions greatly improves compliance. As such, three categories of 
timing restriction are recommended: 

o School Zones: 8:30am-9:3pm and 3pm-4pm (school days) 
o Weekdays: 8am-6pm 
o Saturday: 8am-1pm 

• Changing from unrestricted parking to 2P parking (Market Street, Lewis Street, Mortimer 
Street, Perry Street) 

o To encourage the turnover of parking spaces, increasing the likelihood that bays will 
be available for visitors. 

o To encourage long-stay users towards parking in off-street car parks or peripheral 
locations 
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• Change from unrestricted parking and 2P parking to 4P parking (Short Street, Perry Street, 
Lewis Street, Gladstone Street) 

o To enable longer-stay visitor parking in reasonably close proximity to 
retail/entertainment and recreation destinations 

o To discourage employee parking in valuable visitor bays, shifting this demand to the 
Short Street Council car park or peripheral unrestricted bays. 
 

• On-street Loading Zones (Town Centre) 
o Increasing the availability of on-street service/delivery parking and encouraging use 

of private car parking for visitors and customers may pre-empt some of the 
concerns by businesses regarding the availability of parking. 

• Permanent taxi zone Mortimer St 
o The existing taxi zone currently runs from 6am-7pm (Monday-Sunday). It is 

recommended that this be extended to become a permanent taxi zone. This 
reduces efficiency marginally 

• Motorcycle Bays (Town Centre) 
o The ability to locate motorcycle bays where a full-sized car bay would be impractical 

can also increase the overall parking quantum without detrimental impact on the 
parking supply for cars. 

• Caravan Parking (Short Street) 
o Additional on-street caravan bays will free up standard bays for visitor parking, 

particularly where they are configured to suit drive-in/drive-out manoeuvring. 
 
 
Signage and Linemarking 
 
• Additional wayfinding signage is recommended to direct drivers to the Short Street Car Park, 

to; 
o improve its occupancy and relieve other ‘hotspots’. Wayfinding signs should be 

positioned at the periphery of the Town centre along the major approach routes: Church 
Street and Castlereagh Highway, with repeater signs to direct visitors to Douro Street 
and then into the car park. 

• Additionally, signage directing caravans to ‘long vehicle’ parking along Short Street. 
• It is recommended that formal linemarking be applied to all on-street 60-degree and parallel 

bays in the Town Centre, starting with unmarked areas with the highest occupancy. 
o Existing 60-degree parking is well complied with by locals, but is not necessarily familiar 

for people outside of the Town. It is also difficult to orient a vehicle appropriately without 
some sort of guide line, and the lack of this formality reduces the efficiency of the on-
street bays. 

 
Community Engagement 
 
Several of the recommendations from the community engagement are included in the above 
Parking Management Changes including Parking Signage and Line Marking. The need for shade, 
weather protection and safety should be considered by Council in future Delivery Plans.  
 
The perception from the community that there is inadequate parking and the durations are too 
short is commonly at odds with the findings of professional traffic management consultants. There 
is the desire by the community to park directly outside the shop they are visiting where the 
consultants take a more pragmatic perspective taking into account reasonable walking distances 
and the cost of car parking infrastructure.  
 
 



 

138 MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020 
REPORT 10.1 

 
 
 

 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Development Control Plan 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993, Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Roads Act. 
 
Financial implications 
The estimated cost to implement the recommended changes is $30,000 and is recommended to 
be funded from unrestricted cash. 
 
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2020/21  - -  

Future Years - - -  
 
 
Associated Risks 
N/A 
 
 
 
 

GARRY HEMSWORTH 
DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 
 

 

  

24 August 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee Parking Study. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER   
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Item 11: Community 
 
 

11.1 Draft Policy - Camera Surveillance 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER GOVERNANCE  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, GOV400047 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Governance on the Draft Camera Surveillance 

Policy; 

2. place the draft Camera Surveillance policy on exhibition for 28 days; and 

3. adopt the Camera Surveillance policy if no submissions are received.  

 
 

Executive summary 
The Camera Surveillance Policy puts in place requirements for the storage, security and retrieval 
of camera surveillance data ensuring Council meets privacy law obligations. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
Council operates a number of camera surveillance devices throughout the Mid-Western Regional 
area. These devices are used for the purpose of protecting community assets, recording council 
works/operations, recording investigations/inspections, functions/events and in some instances for 
staff safety. These devices are not operated under a CCTV agreement with NSW Police. 
 
Following the adoption of this Policy, the Executive will adopt detailed internal procedures guiding 
staff on the operation of camera surveillance devices. 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Asset Management policy. Camera surveillance devices have a financial value and do require 
maintenance to ensure continuity of operation. 
 
Council Policies 
Privacy Management Plan – many of the devices are used in public areas and may contain the 
personal information of third parties, such as images of individuals and/or their vehicles. 
Access to Information policy – the data captured and held by these devices is considered to be a 
record held by Council, and as such could be accessed by third parties (after going through a 
public interest consideration).  
 
Legislation 
Surveillance Devices Act 2001 –  
Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 –  
Privacy and Personal Information Protection Regulation 2019 –  
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 –  
Local Government Act 1993 –  
Workplace Surveillance Act 2005 –  
State Records Act 1998 -  
 
Financial implications 
Not applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Camera surveillance of council works and assets does mitigate the risks associated with day to 
day operations of the council. Camera surveillance data is used by management to validate work 
practices and as evidence of investigations. 
 
 
 
 

TIM JOHNSTON 
MANAGER GOVERNANCE 
 

 

  

21 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Draft Camera Surveillance policy.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 

http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/council/council-documents/Policies-listing/Asset-Management/
http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/council/council-documents/Strategies/Privacy-Management-Plan/
http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/council/council-documents/Policies-listing/Access-to-Information/
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-064
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1998-133
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2019-0391
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2009-052
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2005-047
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1998-017
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11.2 Amendment to the 2020-21 Fees and Charges - Casual Pool 
Entry 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER - RECREATION SERVICES  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300240; F0640002 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager - Recreation Services on the Amendment to 

the 2020-21 Fees and Charges - Casual Pool Entry;  

2. approve the casual pool admission fees, as follows: 

2.1 Adult reduced to $5.00; and 

2.2 Child reduced to $3.00. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Council is requested to endorse an amendment to the fees and charges relating to the casual pool 
admission fees. This amendment is required to eliminate impractical cash handling practices for 
both pool users and staff, allowing for low denomination coins to be eliminated from circulation. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Following commencement of the 2020-21 pool season it was highlighted that the current casual 
pool entry fees are impractical with the inclusion of a low denomination value of ten cents (10c). It 
is envisaged that the increased circulation in low denomination cash handling will create significant 
challenges for operational staff and prove an inconvenience to pool users opting for the casual 
pool entry option.  

Although casual pool entry users are encouraged to utilise contactless payment in response to 
COVID-19, it is predicted that there will still be a portion of users using cash payment. This is 
primarily concerned around keeping valuables safe whilst swimming.   

The current and proposed fees and charges are as follows: 

 Fees and Charges-  
Current 

Fees and Charges- 
Proposed 

Adult $5.10 $5.00 
Child- 16 years and under $3.10 $3.00 
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Council officers note the casual entry fees were initially included in the exhibited version of 
Councils schedules of fees and charges 2020-21, and due to an administrative error (rounding) 
they were 10 cents higher than intended. 

 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 

needs of our community 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
Recreation Strategy  
 
Council Policies 
Not applicable  
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable  
 
Financial implications 
There will be a reduction in casual entry fee of ten cents (10c) for all casual entry option at 
Councils public swimming pools. This will have no material budget impact on the 2020-21 pool 
revenue.  
  
 
 
 

PETER RAINES 
MANAGER - RECREATION SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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11.3 2019-20 Pool Season Pass Refund 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER - RECREATION SERVICES  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, FIN300240; F0640002 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager - Recreation Services on the 2019-20 Pool 

Season Pass Refund; and 

2. approve a percentage refund for eligible 2019-20 season pass applicants as a 
result of an early pool closure due to COVID-19 pandemic, as follows: 

2.1 Full season pass – 16% refund 

2.2 Half season pass – 30% refund 

 

Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council on the proposed refunds to be administered to eligible 2019-20 
pool season pass holders. The refund request is as a result of Councils premature public 
swimming pools closure following COVID-19 restrictions imposed. It is proposed that a sixteen 
percent (16%) refund be applied to full season passes and thirty percent (30%) to half season 
passes.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The commencement of the 2020-21 swimming pool season has instigated past season pass 
holders interest in receiving a refund as a result of an early closure to the 2019-20 swimming 
season due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Councils swimming pool season historically operate from the last weekend in September through 
to the last weekend in April. The 2019-20 season planned to operate for a thirty one (31) week 
season period however the COVID-19 pandemic forced a five (5) week premature closure. The 
closure came at the request of the federal government’s health order imposed restrictions. 
 
Pool season passes are available as full season and half season (available from January) 
memberships with an upfront payment option only. The season pass terms and conditions 
(specifically cancellation and refund policy) did not reference detailed responses in the event of a 
forced closure following a pandemic.  
 
As a goodwill initiative to last season pass holders, it is recommended that a percentage refund be 
offered to eligible full season and half season holders. To assist with processing simplicity it is also 
recommended that refunds only be offered as opposed to credit or vouchers being applied.  
 
The proposed refund percentages are as follows:  
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A sixteen percent (16%) refund be applied to full season pass holders and thirty percent (30%) be 
applied for half season pass holders. 
 
 Full Season Pass Half Season Pass 
 2019-20 Fee 16% Refund 2019-20 Fee 30% Refund 
Adult  $110.00 $17.60 $66.00 $19.80 
Adult- Pensioner $79.00 $12.60 $47.40 $14.20 
Child $79.00 $12.60 $47.40 $14.20 
Family  $230.00 $36.80 $138.00 $41.40 
Family- Pensioner $162.00 $25.90 $97.20 $29.30 
Family Additional 
Child 

$15.00 $2.40 $9.00 $2.70 

 
All holders of a 2019-20 season will be eligible for a percentage refund available on request from 
Councils administration offices.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 

needs of our community 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
Recreation Strategy  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 Fees and Charges 
 
Financial implications 
The budget impact for the percentage refund is estimated to be a maximum of $27,056 and may 
be offset from the 2020-21 pool revenue budget. Any impact to the budget requiring variation will 
be assessed and included, at the March quarter business review. 
 
 
 

PETER RAINES 
MANAGER - RECREATION SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2020 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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11.4 Adjustments to Community Development Funding 
Arrangements 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, COS300816 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Community Services on the Adjustments to 

Community Development Funding Arrangements; and 

2. authorise the General Manager to execute the funding agreement presented by 
Department of Communities and Justice on targeted early intervention. 

 
 

Executive summary 
As outlined in the Community Development and Targeted Early Intervention report that went to 
Council in August 20219, the State Government’s Department of Communities and Justice are now 
seeking to recontract with Council for community development services with a focus on reducing 
numbers of children in statutory out-of-home care through a program based on early intervention 
practices.  The program is known as Targeted Early Intervention. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
 
Detailed report 
The Targeted Early Intervention (‘TEI’) reform contract has now been presented to Council in draft 
form as attached to this report.  The contract, for an initial term of five years to 30 June 2025 (the 
existing contract having been extended to 31 December 2020 due to budgetary timelines) is for an 
annual value of $122,709.75.  Overriding objectives are to improve child health and wellbeing, 
reduce levels of vulnerability, prevent the escalation of risk, reduce the number of children and 
families at risk of Risk of Significant Harm reports, and prevent entry into out-of-home care. 
 
TEI Framework will measure the impact of the program for the target group, with a focus on three 
priority groups: Aboriginal children, families and communities; 0-3 year olds and families with at 
least one parent younger than nineteen. 
 
Activities and events negotiated between Council and the Department to be delivered under the 
new TEI funding arrangements include: 
 

1. Community Sector Planning (eg, Rylstone Family Fun Day Planning Committee); 
2. Community Sector Coordination (eg, Interagency); 
3. Information/Advice/Referral (eg, Interagency E-Newsletters, Transition to School supports); 
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4. Community Engagement – Events (eg, Rylstone Family Fun Day, including transport 
opportunities for Gulgong and Mudgee residents); 

5. Indigenous Community Engagement – Events (eg, NAIDOC and Reconciliation Week 
activities); 

6. Social Participation – Activities (eg, quarterly Affordable living workshops); 
7. Indigenous Social Participation – Activities (eg, indigenous plants for health activity); and 
8. Social Participation – Activities (eg, The Loft youth drop-in centre, Kandos). 

 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and 

encourage healthy lifestyles 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Council’s Community Plan strategies include:  

• Maintaining the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 
needs of our community;  

• Supporting networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and 
encourage healthy lifestyles;  

• Working with key partners and the community to reduce crime, anti-social behaviour and 
improve community safety;  

• Providing infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 
community; and supporting programs which strengthen the relationships between the range 
of community groups. 

 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable. 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable. 
 
Financial implications 
The funding will support two Council employees (Community Development Officers) working 
equivalent to 0.95 full time equivalent hours on TEI events and activities.   
 
Associated Risks 
The greatest risk is ensuring that the relevant staff are capable of rolling out events and activities 
that speak to the TEI framework.  To mitigate this, staff have been exploring and negotiating 
potential TEI opportunities with the Department of Communities and Justice over the past twelve 
months.  Staff have also participated in several webinars and online discussions regarding TEI 
rollout, including systems for recording outputs and outcomes. 
   
 
 
 
 
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020  
REPORT 11.4 

 

149 
 
 
 

 

FIONA TURNER 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

1 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Draft TEI Funding Agreement. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER   
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Item 12: Reports from Committees 
 
 

12.1 Local Traffic Committee - September Meeting 2020 
REPORT BY THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICER, OPERATIONS  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, A0100009 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Administration Officer, Operations on the Local Traffic 

Committee - September Meeting 2020; and 

2.  Approve the amendment – “Mudgee Triathlon Race Season 2020/21”, be classified as 
 a class 2 Event under the ‘Guide to Traffic and Transport Management for Special 
 Events Version 3.5’ and proceeds with the following conditions: 
 

a) Events are to be undertaken in accordance with the “Guidelines for Bicycle 
Road Races”; 

b) A Special Events Transport Management Plan (TMP), is to be prepared in 
accordance with the “Guide to Traffic and Transport Management for Special 
Events Version 3.5 and submitted to and approved by Council prior to the 
event; 

c) Events are to be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the NSW 
Police Force with their approval documentation forwarded to Council for 
notation; 

d) Controlling noise as required by the Protection of the Environment Operations 
(Noise Control) Regulation 2000; 

e) Reimbursing Council for the cost of damage repairs; 
f) Complying with any of Council’s Law Enforcement Officers reasonable 

directives; 
g) Maintain areas in a clean and tidy condition. No obstructions are to be left on 

the roadways or footpaths; 
h) A Traffic Control Plan (TCP) certified by a person with a ‘Select & Modify ‘or a 

‘Design and Audit’ Certificate be included in the TMP; 
i) Any person directing traffic on a public road is required to possess an 

appropriate traffic controller’s certificate; 
j) Council must be provided with a current copy of a public liability insurance 

policy in the amount of at least $20 million. Such a policy is to note that 
Council, Transport for NSW and NSW Police Force is indemnified against any 
possible action as the result of the event; 

k) The event convener is to notify all affected businesses and residents adjacent 
to the proposed closure indicating the period during which their accesses will 
be affected. Such notification is to be in writing; 

l) Maintain a four-metre wide emergency vehicle lane; 
m) Advertise the proposed event in local newspapers with relevant information at 

least 2 weeks prior to the date; 
n) The organiser is to have a debrief with Council and Police with all traffic control 
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documentation and controls tabled for review; and 
o) Transport for NSW consent required for use of the State and Regional road 

network 

 

Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council and seek support of the considerations and 
recommendations of the Local Traffic Committee (LTC). 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
Detailed report 
The Local Traffic Committee meeting was held on Friday 18 September 2020 
 
One event report was considered 

• Mudgee Triathlon Season 
 

General Business items included 
 

• Mudgee Classic 
• Robertson Street Speed Humps 
• Pedestrian Accidents 

 
Correspondence items included:  
 

• Piambong RFS Bushfire Brigade 
• Request for the need of speed humps on Henry Bayly Drive  

 
Full discussion notes are included in the attached report.  
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 
 
 

MICHELLE NEILSON 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER, OPERATIONS 
 

GARRY HEMSWORTH 
DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 
 

  

23 September 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Traffic Committee Minutes - September 2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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12.2 Mid-Western Regional Council Access Committee 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, COS300797 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Community Services on the Mid-Western 

Regional Council Access Committee; and 

2. note the minutes of the Mid-Western Regional Council Access Committee 
convened on 6 October 2020. 

 
 

Executive summary 
The Mid-Western Regional Council Access Committee meets monthly to discuss and provide 
advice to Council on operational and strategic issues affecting physical access and inclusion for all 
residents and visitors to the region.   
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The Committee met on 6 October 2020 and discussed the Pedestrian Access Mobility Plan update 
provided at the August 2020 meeting.  It also provided input into a development application for a 
beautician business relocating along Church Street. 
 
A meeting was held in September 2020 however no quorum was achieved at the time. 
 
The next meeting of the Access Committee will be convened on 3 November 2020. 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Council’s Disability Inclusion Action Plan (‘DIAP’) supports collaboration between Council and its 
Access Committee, to provide advice on operational and strategic issues affecting access for all 
residents of and visitors to the region.  
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Council’s DIAP was due for review this year, however, Councils have been approved to continue to 
operate from their current DIAP for the next 12 months, allowing for additional consultation time for 
the next iteration.   
 
A report is being prepared by the Department of Communities and Justice reviewing Councils’ end 
of year DIAP reports and will be distributed shortly. 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable. 
 
Legislation 
Mid-Western Regional Council is committed to an inclusive and accessible region and seeks to 
meet its obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the NSW Disability Inclusion 
Act 2014 through its Disability Inclusion Action Plan (noting comments above). 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
 

FIONA TURNER 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes - Access Committee - October 2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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12.3 Mid-Western Regional Youth Council 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES  
TO 21 OCTOBER 2020 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400087, COS300610 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Community Services on the Mid-Western 

Regional Youth Council; 

2. note the minutes of the Mid-Western Regional Youth Council meetings convened 
on 11 August 2020 and 8 September 2020; and 

3. endorse Joshua Smith as a Youth Councillor. 

 
 

Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council of Youth Council discussions and activities. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil. 
 
Detailed report 
The Mid-Western Regional Youth Council convened its most recent meetings on 11 August and 
8 September 2020 following a brief hiatus due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Youth Councillors 
discussed a range of matters, including evaluations of Youth Week activities and programming for 
the spring school holidays.  Further detail is included in the minutes attached to this report. 
 
Youth Councillors also endorsed membership of a new Youth Councillor, Joshua Smith, and are 
seeking the same from Council. 
 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 

community groups 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Council’s Youth Strategy provides direction and recommendations for Council and the community 
to benefit local youth.  The Mid-Western Regional Youth Council also takes direction from this 
document when considering future planning. 
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Council Policies 
Not Applicable. 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable. 
 
Financial implications 
Council endorsed acceptance of the Stronger Country Communities funding at its September 2020 
meeting. 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 

FIONA TURNER 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes - Youth Council - 11 August 2020.   

2. Minutes - Youth Council - 8 September 2020.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 13: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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Item 14: Confidential Session 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1993 
 

10A WHICH PARTS OF A MEETING CAN BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC? 
(1) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, may close to the 

public so much of its meeting as comprises: 
(a) the discussion of any of the matters listed in subclause (2), or  
(b) the receipt or discussion of any of the information so listed. 

(2) The matters and information are the following:  
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors),  
(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer,  
(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom 

the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business,  
(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed:  

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or  
(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or  
(iii) reveal a trade secret,  

 
(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law,  
(f) matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or council property,  
(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in 

legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege,  
(h) information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of Aboriginal 

significance on community land,  
(i) alleged contraventions of any code of conduct requirements applicable under section 440. 

(3) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, may also close 
to the public so much of its meeting as comprises a motion to close another part of the meeting to 
the public.  

(4) A council, or a committee of a council, may allow members of the public to make representations 
to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether that part of 
the meeting should be closed. 

10D GROUNDS FOR CLOSING PART OF MEETING TO BE SPECIFIED 
(1) The grounds on which part of a meeting is closed must be stated in the decision to close that part 

of the meeting and must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

(2) The grounds must specify the following: 
(a) the relevant provision of section 10A(2)  
(b) the matter that is to be discussed during the closed part of the meeting, 
(c) the reasons why the part of the meeting is being closed, including (if the matter concerned 

is a matter other than a personnel matter concerning particular individuals, the personal 
hardship of a resident or ratepayer or a trade secret) an explanation of the way in which 
discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest. 



 

184 
MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 21 OCTOBER 2020 

 
 
 

 

664  DISCLOSURE AND MISUSE OF INFORMATION 
(1) A person must not disclose any information obtained in connection with the administration or 

execution of this Act unless that disclosure is made:  
(a) with the consent of the person from whom the information was obtained, or  
(b) in connection with the administration or execution of this Act, or  
(c) for the purposes of any legal proceedings arising out of this Act or of any report of any such 

proceedings, or  
(d) in accordance with a requirement imposed under the Ombudsman Act 1974 or the 

Freedom of Information Act 1989 , or  
(e) with other lawful excuse.  

1. (1A) In particular, if part of a meeting of a council or a committee of a council is closed to the public 
in accordance with section 10A (1), a person must not, without the authority of the council or the 
committee, disclose (otherwise than to the council or a councillor of the council) information with 
respect to the discussion at, or the business of, the meeting.  

2. (1B) Subsection (1A) does not apply to:  
(a) the report of a committee of a council after it has been presented to the council, or  
(b) disclosure made in any of the circumstances referred to in subsection (1) (a)-(e), or  
(c) disclosure made in circumstances prescribed by the regulations, or  
(d) any agenda, resolution or recommendation of a meeting that a person is entitled to inspect 

in accordance with section 12. 
(2) A person acting in the administration or execution of this Act must not use, either directly or 

indirectly, information acquired by the person in that capacity, being information that is not 
generally known, for the purpose of gaining either directly or indirectly a financial advantage for the 
person, the person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person. 

(3) A person acting in the administration or execution of this Act, and being in a position to do so, 
must not, for the purpose of gaining either directly or indirectly an advantage for the person, the 
person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person, influence:  
(a) the determination of an application for an approval, or  
(b) the giving of an order. 

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units 
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MOTION 
 

I move that pursuant to the provisions of Section 10 of the Local Government Act, 1993 the meeting 
be closed to the public. 

After a motion to close the meeting has been moved and seconded and before the vote, the Chairman will 
ask if there are any other matters, besides those listed on the agenda which should be considered in 
Confidential Session. 

He will then announce those matters to be considered in Confidential Session.  In doing so, the Chairman 
will give reasons why those matters are to be considered in Confidential Session and explain the way in 
which discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest. 

CHAIRMAN 
 

The following matters have been listed for consideration in Confidential Session: 

14.1 Proposed Acquisition of 70 Court Street, Mudgee 
The reason for dealing with this report confidentially is that it relates to information that 
would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 
conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council in accordance with Section 
10A(2)(c)and (d)(ii) of the Local Government Act, 1993. 
Discussion of this matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest as it involves discussion of financial information. 

14.2 Safe Places Grant 
The reason for dealing with this report confidentially is that it relates to commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 
Discussion of this matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest as it involves discussion of commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.   

The Chairman will then ask the General Manager if there are any written representations from the public on 
the proposed closure of the meeting. 

The General Manager will read out any written representations received. 

The Chairman will ask if anyone in the gallery would like to make verbal representations in regard to the 
matters now to be considered in Confidential Session. 

The Chairman will then put the motion “to close the meeting” to the vote. 

  

 


