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Acknowledgement of Country 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands on which we meet, the Wiradjuri 
people and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 
 

Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 19 April 2023 

Council Decision: 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19 April 2023 be taken as read and confirmed. 
 
 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting are separately attached. 
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Item 4: Matters in Progress 

SUBJECT RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE RESOLUTION ACTION 

Investigation of 
Garbage 
collection 
service at 
Queen’s Pinch 
Waste Transfer 
Station 

Res. 66/20  
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/03/2020 

Staff investigate the feasibility of 
replacing the Waste Transfer Station 
on Queen’s Pinch Rd with a garbage 
collection service. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

Section of 
Mebul Road to 
be Cleaned Up 

347/20 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/11/2020 

That a report be brought back to 
Council on the provision of additional 
maintenance to the area of road and 
roadside along the section of Mebul 
Road along the Cudgegong River at 
the old crusher site. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

Road 
Maintenance 

198/22 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
20/07/2022 

That Council receive a report for any 
or all opportunities to improve road 
network maintenance. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

MRI Machine 
for Mudgee 
Hospital 

268/22 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
21/09/2022 

That Council write to the Federal MP 
Andrew Gee and State MP Dugald 
Saunders seeking MRI Machine and 
engage with medical community to 
identify priorities of service needs 
within the LGA. 

RECOMMENDED 
FOR COMPLETION. 

Disabled 
Access and 
Parking in 
Gulgong 

272/22 
Ordinary 
Council 
Meeting 
21/09/2022 

That Council removes Emergency 
Vehicle Parking Only signage from 
Herbert Street Gulgong; identify and 
construct a disabled access ramp at 
a suitable location between the 
Gulgong Post Office and Gulgong 
Medical Centre. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

Indoor Pool 
Business Case 

Res 296/22 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
21/09/2022 

That Council investigate financing 
options and grant opportunities for 
the construction of an indoor 
swimming pool. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 
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Item 5: Mayoral Minute 
 
 
Nil  
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Item 6: Notices of Motion or Rescission 
 
 

6.1 Access to Property 
NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR PETER SHELLEY  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400022 

   
 
MOTION 
 
That Council amends the ACCESS TO PROPERTIES Policy, to the following:- 

Where its states on page 4 under subheading Rural Accesses (or urban areas without 
kerb and gutter), “Where a crossover is proposed off a sealed road, the crossover 
shall also be sealed and drained. “Is to be amended to state “Where a crossover is 
proposed off a sealed road, the crossover shall be constructed to a minimum hard 
stand (compacted road base) and drained.  

 

Background 
This motion is to assist ratepayers to reduce the cost of complying with Councils development 
application requirements. This change is common sense and in keeping with local amenities.  
 
As an example if a DA comes before Council planning staff on a local road, the current policy 
states the entry way, from sealed road to entry must be sealed. This is unnecessary as hard stand 
is appropriate in these cases.  
 
With our road network, you have a sealed road with many properties along it having unsealed entry 
ways onto rural properties that have been more than adequate. The current policy puts additional 
cost onto a home builder that is, in my opinion onerous and unnecessary.  
 
Officer’s comments 
The intent of this requirement in the policy is to ensure, where possible, entrances from driveways 
onto the sealed network are of a similar quality to road they are entering onto.  This assists to 
prevent gravel washing onto the road and to minimise edge breaks.  
 
The proposed change to the policy can be monitored to assess the impact on the sealed network.   
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6.2 Permanent Residents in Council Caravan Parks 
NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR PERCY THOMPSON  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400022 

    
 

MOTION 
 
That the permanent residents not be removed from Council Caravan Parks. 
 

Background 
Council is elected to look after everyone in the region. If these people can’t afford to have their own 
homes and have been paying their way up until now, they should not have to be removed. These 
people need to have somewhere to live. 
 
Officer’s comments 
Council has no intention of removing permanent residents from our Caravan Parks. We have never 
raised this as an option. 
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6.3 Future Plans for Jubilee Oval  
NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR PERCY THOMPSON  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400022 

    
 
MOTION 
 
That Councillors have an inspection of Jubilee Oval area before deciding whether they 
should retain it or not. 
 

Background 
It has been discussed that Council will knock down Jubilee Oval facilities to develop for housing.  
It should be considered that when Glen Willow is booked for large matches that alternatives may 
be needed for other sports. As the population grows, the region will need more than Glen Willow 
for Sports fields.  
 
Jubilee Oval only needs a bit of work to bring it up to the required standard. The facility can also be 
utilised during flood events at Glen Willow.  
 
Officer’s comments 
Council have not resolved to do anything with Jubilee Oval.  
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Item 7: Office of the General Manager 
 
 

7.1 MRT Quarterly Report: January to March 2023 
REPORT BY THE GENERAL MANAGER  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, F0770077 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the General Manager on the MRT Quarterly Report: 
January to March 2023. 
 
 

Executive summary 
As per the funding and performance agreement entered into in July 2021 between Mudgee 
Regional Tourism (MRT) and Council, MRT is required to report quarterly to Council on their 
performance. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The MRT report for the third quarter of the 22/23 financial year has been delivered to Council in 
accordance with the funding and performance agreement. The report is attached for Council’s 
consideration. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
A key strategy in the Mid-Western Region Community Plan is to promote the Region as a great 
place to live, work, invest and visit. This strategy recognises the important role that tourism plays in 
building a strong local economy. 
 
Council has a contract with MRT for the supply of tourism services within the Mid-Western Local 
Government Area. The term of this contract is for four years ending on 30 June 2025. Under this 
contract, MRT must provide quarterly reports to Council. 
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Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
Financial implications 
This report is for information purposes only, as per Council’s contractual arrangement with MRT. 
There are no additional financial implications. 
 
Associated Risks 
This report is for information purposes only, as per Council’s contractual arrangement with MRT. 
 
 
 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

  

27 April 2023 
 
 
Attachments: 1. MWRC Quarterly Report Q3 2022-23. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 8: Development 
 
 

8.1 Development Control Plan 2013 - Amendment 6  
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, PLANNING  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, LAN900108 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
A. receive the report by the Manager, Planning on the draft Development Control 

Plan 2013 - Amendment 6;  

B. endorse and publicly exhibit the proposed amendments to Mid-Western Regional 
Development Control Plan (DCP) 2013 outlined in this report, pursuant to Part 3, 
Division 3.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Part 2 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021; and 

C. receive a further report following conclusion of the public exhibition period to 
consider any submissions received, or if at the end of the public exhibition 
period, no submissions are received, adopt the changes to the DCP as proposed. 

 
 

Executive summary 
Mid-Western Regional Council’s Development Control Plan (DCP 2013) needs to be updated 
periodically to ensure it is meeting community expectations; is compatible with NSW planning 
legislation and policy; meets current industry standards; and to correct errors, omissions or provide 
clarity of content. This report outlines proposed amendments to the DCP 2013, including 
amendments to Appendix C – Caerleon DCP, and seeks Council’s endorsement to publicly exhibit 
the proposed changes.  
 
The amendments to DCP 2013 proposed as part of Amendment 6 are summarised as follows: 

• Insert Amendments Table, listing dates and brief description of amendments made to the 
DCP 2013; 

• Make changes/amendments to Appendix C Caerleon DCP, including: 
• Remove the word ‘Draft’ and all references to ‘Elton Consulting’; 
• Amend Legend in Figure 3 – to include Residential Collector Street; 
• Amend Table 2 – Widen Carriageway and nature strip of all roads, excepting Rural 

Road.  
• Amend Table 2 - Footpaths to be 1.5m in line with current industry guidelines. 

Nature strip to be widened to 4.5m to accommodate; 
• Amend Table 2 - Shared paths to be a minimum of 2.5m in line with current industry 

guidelines. Nature strip to be widened to 5.5m to accommodate; 
• Amend Table 2 - Residential Collector Streets (e.g. Hone Creek Drive) should have 

minimum 3.5m travel lines to accommodate bus route in accordance with Austroads 
Guide to Road Design Part 3; Geometric Design section 4.9.2; and 
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• Deletion and or amendments of planning controls relating to dual occupancy 
developments.  

 
If endorsed, the draft DCP Amendment 6 will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days in 
accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment 1979 (as amended). 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Caerleon DCP forms Appendix C of DCP 2013 – and applies to the Caerleon Estate only. It was 
prepared for Blaxland Property Mudgee Pty Ltd ATF Blaxland Property Mudgee Trust, by Elton 
Consulting. It was submitted as part of the Caerleon Planning Proposal, and was exhibited and 
reported to Council on the 17 October 2012 – adopted with publication of the amendment to 
Councils LEP for the Caerleon Estate.  
 
Since adoption more than 10 years ago, substantial development has occurred in the Caerleon 
Estate. For example, there have been 183 lots released, with another 157 lots approved with 
development consent, and approximately 240 lots currently proposed, under applications yet to be 
determined; including Stage 14, consisting of 237 residential lots.  
 
The assumptions upon which the Caerleon DCP were based, including traffic assessments and 
road construction standards were done more than 10 years ago. Since that time, the development 
that has occurred in the surrounding area, and the traffic on local roads is substantially different. 
The road standards adopted are no longer current, or appropriate and do not reflect current 
industry standards. The proposed changes to the DCP are being made to ensure the development 
meets current industry standards/guidelines and community expectations. 
 
Change Justification/Reason 

 
Insert 
Amendments 
Table, listing 
dates and brief 
description of 
amendments 
made to the DCP. 

For transparency, clarity and ease of reference, a table of amendments, 
including date endorsed is to be provided in the MWRC DCP 2013 – see 
below: 

Amendment No. Meeting  Amendment Description 
1 Council Meeting 4 

Dec 2013  
New MWRC DCP adopted – after 
amalgamation with other councils  

2 Council Meeting 17 
Dec 2014 

Dual Servicing of Dual 
Occupancies and Sealing of Roads 

3 Council Meeting 12 
Dec 2018 

Stipulate Water Requirements for 
Subdivisions 

4 Council Meeting 19 
June 2019 

Solar Energy Farms 

5 Council Meeting 12 
Aug 2020 

Various, Housekeeping 
 

Remove the word 
“Draft” and all 
references to 
‘Elton Consulting’ 
from Appendix C 

The Caerleon DCP has been endorsed and is not a draft document. Any 
reference to ‘Draft” causes confusion and should be removed.  
 
Subject to the changes made below, it is recommended that the reference to 
‘Elton Consulting” be removed from the Caerleon DCP. The document, once 
changed, will not reflect that submitted/prepared by Elton Consulting, and 
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Caerleon DCP.  their logo, and referencing to their consultancy should be removed.  

Amend Figure 3, 
Legend by 
omitting Rural 
Road, with 
Residential 
Collector Street 

Figure 3 does not reference Residential Collector Street – in error. Figure lists 
them as Rural Roads. It is recommended to replace Rural Roads with 
Residential Collector Street, in the Legend.  

Amend Table 2 – 
Widen 
Carriageway and 
nature strip of all 
roads, excepting 
Rural Road.  

Nature strips widened to accommodate increased footpath widths, and road 
carriageways widths widened to accommodate AUSTROADS and other 
relevant standards.  

Amend Table 2, 
so that footpaths 
to be 1.5m in line 
with current 
industry 
guidelines.  
Nature strip to be 
widened to 4.5m 
to accommodate. 
 

The Caerleon DCP specified footpath width of 1.2m does not meet industry 
standards. TfNSW July 2020 Walking Space Guide specifies minimum free 
walkway width in residential/mixed use areas of 2.0m. This allows two friends 
walking together or two people to pass comfortably. This also satisfies 
considerations for pedestrians with mobility impairment and wheel chairs. As 
Caerleon may be considered a low activity area Council is willing to adopt for 
Caerleon a lesser minimum 1.5m wide path as this will allow two pedestrians 
to pass or a wheelchair and a pram to pass.  

 
Source Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for Walking & Cycling. 
AS1428.2:1992 

Council does not allow services to be located under a footpath so nature 
strips are to be widened to 4.5m to accommodate footpath width services 
spatial separation requirements (see below). 
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Source Maitland CC SD001 

Note: The Mid-Western DCP currently specifies a minimum 1.2m footpath. 
This is outdated and does not meet industry standards as per the above. A 
review of the PAMP (Walking & Cycling Strategic Plan) is currently underway. 
It is possible recommendations of this review will drive changes to the Mid-
Western DCP including (if recommendations are adopted) potential for 1.8m-
2.0m foot paths to be standard.    

Amend Table 2, 
so that Shared 
paths to be 
minimum 2.5m in 
line with current 
industry 
guidelines. Nature 
strip to be 
widened to 5.5m 
to accommodate. 
 

The Caerleon DCP specified shared path width of 2.0m does not meet 
Industry standards. Austroads guidelines recommended minimum path width 
is between 2.5 and 3.0 metres. Council does not allow services to be located 
under a footpath so where shared paths are located nature strips are to be 
widened to 5.5m to accommodate footpath with services spatial separation 
requirements (see below).  
 

 
Source Maitland CC SD001 

 
 
 

Amend Table 2, 
so that 
Residential 
Collector Streets 
(e.g. Hone Creek 
Drive) should 
have minimum 
3.5m travel lines 
to accommodate 

Refer 2011 State Transit Bus Infrastructure Guide section 5.2 minimum 
desirable lane width is 3.2m. Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 3; 
Geometric Design section 4.9.2 Bus lanes specified 3.5m is the normal 
standard for general traffic lanes. Since parking is to be provided on both 
sides of the road some manoeuvring room is required so allow the greater 
3.5m. 
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bus route in 
accordance with 
Austroads Guide 
to Road Design 
Part 3; Geometric 
Design section 
4.9.2 

Delete 
development 
control 3.2 
Pedestrian and 
Cycle Network, 
which states: 
On-road cycle 
paths are to be 
provided on all 
Collector Roads, 
Neighbourhood 
Centre Roads and 
Residential Roads 
in accordance 
with the road 
design controls in 
Table 2. 

Table 2 does not reference where an on-road cycle way is to be provided. 
Furthermore, there is a shared path network throughout the development 
which can be used as a cycle path.  

Delete 
development 
control 5.1.1 
Density and Lot 
Size, which 
states: 
Subdivision of a 
single lot that 
contains a dual 
occupancy 
development or is 
proposed to 
contain a dual 
occupancy 
development into 
two lots, is only 
encouraged 
where each of the 
resulting lots is > 
600m2. 

Mid-Western Regional LEP 2012 (LEP 2012) permits subdivision of dual 
occupancies, attached and detached, equal to 300sqm and 400sqm 
respectively for each lot (clause 4.1B). 
 
The controls in the Caerleon DCP are inconsistent and incompatible with 
Council’s LEP 2012, and accordingly do not have any legal effect, pursuant to 
section 3.43(5) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(EPA Act). It is recommended that the control be deleted.  

Clarify that 
development 
control 5.1.2 
Minimum Lot 
Width does not 
apply to the 
subdivision of 
brownfield sites 

Mid-Western Regional LEP 2012 (LEP 2012) permits subdivision of dual 
occupancies, attached and detached, equal to 300sqm and 400sqm 
respectively for each lot (clause 4.1B). 
 
The minimum 12.5m frontage applies to the original subdivision of greenfield 
land, and does not apply to the subsequent subdivision of the land when 
undertaking dual occupancy developments, which are permitted at much 
smaller lot sizes. For clarity, it is recommended that a note be added, 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 17 MAY 2023  
REPORT 8.1 

 

20 
 
 
 

 

 
All changes proposed have been made throughout the draft DCP 2013 document included as 
Attachment 1. 

Public Exhibition 
The draft DCP Amendment 6 is required to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days to 
enable submissions from the community in response to the proposed amendments.  

A further report will then be prepared and presented to Council for final adoption, unless no 
submissions are received, where the proposed changes will be adopted as presented.  
 

for the purposes 
of dual occupancy 
developments, by 
making the 
following 
amendments -  
All residential 
lots within the 
R1 General 
Residential 
Zone… must 
have a minimum 
lot width of 
12.5m at the 
building line, and 
are to be 
generally 
rectangular in 
shape. 

Note: This 
control does not 
apply to the 
subdivision of 
dual occupancy 
developments.  

confirming that the control does not apply to the subdivision of dual 
occupancy developments. 
 
 
 

Delete 
development 
control 5.2.2 
Housing Types, 
which states: 
Dual occupancy 
development in 
Caerleon, in 
particular battle-
axe style 
development, will 
not be supported. 

Mid-Western Regional LEP 2012 (LEP 2012) permits dual occupancies 
(attached) in all Residential Zones, including R1, R2, R3 and R5.  
 
It is implicit from section 3.42(1) of the EPA Act that DCPs cannot prohibit 
types of development because any such prohibition would not accord with the 
purpose of “facilitating” permissible development. This development control is 
therefore ultra vires, and should be deleted.  
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Make available diverse, sustainable, adaptable and affordable housing options 

through effective land use planning 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies  
Nil 
 
Council Policies  
The report is presented to consider an amendment to the Mid-Western Regional Development 
Control Plan 2013. 
 
Legislation 
The amendment to the DCP 2013 is being undertaken in accordance with Part 2, Division 2 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 and Schedule 1 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (as amended). 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not wish to proceed with the Draft Development Control Plan – Amendment 6, the 
risk is that development will continue to be undertaken in a manner not consistent with current 
industry standards. This may result in congestion and poor traffic/pedestrian flows in the Caerleon 
Estate.  
   
 
 

LINDSAY DUNSTAN 
MANAGER, PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

 
 
 
Attachments: 1. plan-appendix-c-development-control-caerleon. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.2 Draft Mudgee and Gulgong Urban Release Strategy 2023 
Update 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, LAN900145 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Strategic Planning on the Draft Mudgee and 

Gulgong Urban Release Strategy 2023 Update; 

2. place the Draft Mudgee and Gulgong Urban Release Strategy 2023 Update on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days; and 

3. receive a further report following conclusion of the public exhibition period to 
consider any submissions received, or if at the end of the public exhibition 
period, no submissions are received, adopt the Mudgee and Gulgong Urban 
Release Strategy 2023 Update. 

 

Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement of the Draft Urban Release Strategy 2023 
Update (URS), prepared by HillPDA on behalf of Council for public exhibition and comment for a 
period of 28 days. 
 
The updated URS provides a framework for the timing, location and delivery of residential land in 
Mudgee and Gulgong to 2041 based on the adopted Comprehensive Land Use Strategy and land 
already zoned in the Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012.  The URS does not 
make recommendations in terms of the specific amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use 
Strategy or specific sites to be rezoned.  
 
The demographic trends, including population projections in the URS have been updated, along 
with detailed consideration and forecasting of the construction and operational workforces of 
employment-generating projects. These employment-generating projects include renewable 
energy projects and Bowdens Silver Mine.  
 
A snapshot of the current residential market and supply and demand analysis were also 
undertaken, the findings informing the recommendations and forecasting in the URS. 
 
The URS highlights with the forecast employment-generating project construction and operational 
workforces Council needs to service additional residential land to provide for this demand. It must 
be highlighted the Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone was gazetted in November 2021, 
workforce demands and resulting dwelling demands have never been detailed, accordingly, 
Council has taken on this task to determined demand through workforce assumptions.  
 
The URS details the lot supply capacity and projected future demand to 2041, of particular note are 
the total years of R1 General Residential and R2 Large Lot Residential supply remaining (in 
Mudgee), 18 and 25 years respectively. Gulgong’s lot supply capacity and future demand of R1 
General Residential and R2 Large Lot Residential supply are sufficient to meet the 20 year 
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required horizon. The URS highlights the need to provide infrastructure servicing to meet the short-
term (1-5 years) demand for both Mudgee and Gulgong. 
 
If the recommendation is supported, staff will commencement engagement with landowners within 
URAs, including the education of the development application process and planning proposal 
process for those relevant URAs with the aim to bring lots to market. Further, as outlined above the 
Mudgee supply will be exhausted before 2041, accordingly, staff will need to program the time for 
the preparation of a land use strategy to identify the location of future residential land supply for 
Mudgee.   
 
Detailed Report 
To assist in the understanding of the role of the URS, the below strategic land use planning 
framework has been provided.  
 
STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING FRAMEWORK 
Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 
Council’s first Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) was adopted in 2020. Local planning is 
informed by and must be consistent with the state planning objectives. The LSPS is part of 
Council’s commitment to manage future growth in an environmentally, socially and economically 
responsible way and builds on the Mid-Western Community Plan and Council’s current land-use 
strategy, the Comprehensive Land Use Strategy Parts A, B and C. It describes how the directions 
and actions in the Central West and Orana Regional Plan will be implemented locally. 
 
Comprehensive Land Use Strategy 2010 
The Comprehensive Land Use Strategy (CLUS) was endorsed by the Department of Planning in 
2011 following a long and extensive investigation into planning and land use and the desired future 
direction of the LGA.   The CLUS provided the necessary strategic framework to guide planning 
over the next 25 years for the Mid-Western region.  The most referenced aspect of the CLUS are 
the Town Structure Plans.  These are maps for each of Gulgong, Mudgee, Rylstone and Kandos 
which visually represent the outcomes of the strategy. The CLUS recommended the preparation of 
an Urban Release Strategy for residential land to assist in infrastructure planning. 
 
Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012 
The CLUS provided the basis for the Mid-Western Local Environmental Plan 2012 (MWLEP).  The 
primary purpose of this LEP was to consolidate the Mid-Western Regional Interim LEP 2008, 
Rylstone LEP 1996 and Merriwa LEP 1992 into the Standard Instrument LEP format. The intent of 
the MWLEP2012 was to provide the statutory framework consistent with the standard template 
LEP enforced by the Department of Planning and Environment. To meet the demand driven by the 
resource boom at the time, Council rezoned land identified on the Mudgee and Gulgong Town 
Structure Plans. 
 
Mudgee and Gulgong Urban Release Strategy 2023 Update 
The URS 2023 seeks to provide an updated overview of housing supply and demand in Mudgee 
and Gulgong. The purpose of this strategy is to: 

• Assess the supply and demand of residential land and the status of previously-identified 
urban release areas (URAs) 

• Recommend any required changes to facilitate anticipated demand shortfalls 
• Inform Council’s strategic planning works and servicing, and 
• Provide a framework for the systematic release of residential land to manage the balance of 

supply and demand over the study period (2021-2041). 
 
The URS identifies that with the forecast influx of the employment-generating workforces, the 
zoned and serviced supply is in low in both Mudgee and Gulgong, with both general residential and 
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large lot zoned and serviced residential land being exhausted within the first few years of the study 
period. Works to prioritise servicing works and add more land to the ‘zoned and serviced’ category 
is therefore required in the short-term. 
 
SUMMARY OF DRAFT URS UPDATE   
For the benefit of this Council report and given the size of the strategy document, the following 
overview has been extracted from the URS and has been provided under chapter headings: 
 
1.0 Introduction 
The purpose of the strategy is outlined in this chapter; the aims are as follows: 

• Provide Council with a framework for the systematic release of residential land; 
• Ensure that there is a balance between residential land supply and demand so as not to 

undermine the economic viability of greenfield development or cause adverse impacts on 
housing affordability; 

• Ensure that the staged release of land allows for the efficient and economic provision of 
infrastructure with particular regard to sewer and water; 

• Understand and cater for the anticipated demand for urban residential land, the current 
level of supply and the amount of additional land required to meet future demand; 

• Identify and address for the different housing sub-markets in Mudgee and Gulgong, and 
• Identify the interplay between the Mudgee and Gulgong housing markets and variables that 

influence that interplay. 
 
For the purpose of this strategy, urban release areas are residential zoned land and land identified 
for a future residential land supply (in the CLUS). This land in Gulgong and Mudgee are broken 
into specific areas and have identifier labels. Within this chapter the difference between the URAs 
in the 2014 and 2023 document are detailed.  
 
To inform the preparation of the strategy, specifically relating to gaining an understanding of 
constraints and opportunities affecting housing supply and demand, interviews and discussions 
were had with Council staff and representatives of the real estate industry.  
 
2.0 Demographic Trends 
The key determination of this chapter is population projections to 2041. The below table (Table 13 
in the strategy) details population projections under the two scenarios. Scenario 1 utilises NSW 
DPE’s population projections and scenario 2 utilises the observed compound annual growth rate 
for each town between the 2016 and 2021 Census. 
 

 
  
A detailed consideration and forecasting of the construction and operational workforces of 
employment-generating projects is provided in this chapter. A review of DPE’s Major Projects 
website identified proposed employment-generating projects likely to affect population projections 
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for Mudgee and Gulgong. Projects that met one or more of the following criteria were assessed for 
their potential impact on population growth in Mudgee and Gulgong: 

• Located (entirely or partially) within the MWR LGA 
• Within approximately 40 minutes by road of Mudgee or Gulgong 
• Closer to Mudgee or Gulgong than any other significant centre.  

 
Workforce demands from the projects that satisfied the above criteria are anticipated to peak in 
2025 at 7,275 people.  
 
The chapter details assumptions regarding the makeup of the future employment-generating 
project workforce. It is assumed that the majority of the anticipated additional workforce would 
consist of workers who currently reside outside the LGA. A summary of the assumptions is 
provided in the below table, note 100 per cent of the non-local operational workforce will require 
market housing: 
 

  
 
The assumptions detailed above are then applied to the forecast workforce demands, the following 
two table summarise the total additional construction and operational workforce required.  
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3.0 Residential Market Snapshot 
The key focus of this chapter is a detailed analysis of the housing market of Gulgong and Mudgee. 
The market continues to consist of single detached dwellings. Rental affordability has generally 
improved in both Mudgee and Gulgong since the URS 2014 and mortgage and rent stress in 
Mudgee are similar or lower than rates across the rest of NSW. However, purchase affordability 
(particularly in Mudgee) has decrease significantly, and households in Gulgong experience 
housing stress at higher rates than those in Mudgee or across the rest of NSW. 
 
These findings are of increased significance in the context of the likely population changes 
anticipated to arise from employment-generating projects workforces mobilising to the region. 
 
4.0 Land and Dwelling Supply 
This chapter discusses the supply of residential land in Mudgee and Gulgong and concludes with 
an estimate of the existing residential land available to meet future housing demand. The strategy 
utilises the above described URAs to assist detailing the supply. The below Figure 33, details the 
Mudgee URAs with current land zoning and Figure 35 for the Gulgong URAs. The strategy details 
a potential residential development capacity for Mudgee of 5,311 lots and Gulgong 1,660 lots. It is 
important to note, these are the gross lot yields, in the following chapters, and the strategy goes on 
to detail constraints (environmental and servicing) and outlines the resulting lot yields.   
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5.0 Land and Dwelling Demand 
This chapter considers some of the factors that affect demand for land and dwellings in Mudgee 
and Gulgong.  
 
In alignment with the URS 2014, three approaches were used to project demand for dwellings: 

• Population projections method; 
• Dwelling approvals method; and 
• Water meter connections method. 

 
For the purpose of this strategy, the highest dwelling demand projections for each town are utilised 
to determine demand (number of lots/dwellings) to 2041. For Mudgee the water metre connection 
demand projection method is utilised (an average of 142 dwellings/lots required per year) and for 
Gulgong the population projection demand projection method is utilised (and average of 12 
dwellings/lots required per year.    
 
In addition to the above required dwellings/lots, additional arising from employment-generating 
projects are required. The strategy outlines that an additional 7 dwellings/lots per year are required 
to meet demand in Mudgee and an additional 5 dwellings/lots per year are required to meet 
demand in Gulgong. This results in a need for an additional 2,987 dwellings in Mudgee and 331 
dwellings in Gulgong. It must be highlighted this is for the period until 2041, when in fact the 
demand will be required prior to 2031. The derived dwelling demand arising from employment-
generating projects is assists in demonstrated the period when these dwellings will be required: 
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The above table details that the demand for additional dwellings will peak in around 2026, as 
construction and operational workforces overlap (Bowdens Silver Mine operational workforce is 
proposed to commence in 2026), before most major projects move into their operational phase 
from around 2028. 
 
The chapter concludes with detailing the dwelling demand by type to 2041 and stating to meet the 
demand across Mudgee and Gulgong over the period 2021-2041, Council would need to approve 
around 166 dwellings per annum.  
 
6.0 Development Constraints 
To consider the effect of potential constraints on the development of the URAs, a land suitability 
analysis was undertaken for the URAs. The constraints are categorised into infrastructure 
constraints and environmental constraints on development. Specifically, they include:  

• Infrastructure constraints on development: the existing and potential infrastructure 
requirements of residential development, including the ability to service land with water, 
sewerage, roads, and waste. 

• Environmental constraints on development: limitations on potential development arising 
from the environmental context of the land (including natural, built, and socio-cultural 
elements). The environmental constraints assessed in this report include topography, flood 
and bushfire risk, groundwater vulnerability, visually sensitive land and heritage, important 
agricultural and biodiversity land, and naturally occurring asbestos.  

 
Mapping has been prepared to assist in the interpretation and application of the constraints.  
 
7.0 Gap Analysis 
This chapter brings together the supply and demand analysis and findings for Mudgee and 
Gulgong and applies the development constraints (identified in chapter 6) to each of the URAs. 
The projected demand and available supply is detailed for each of the URAs.  
 
This chapter provides the following two tables that details the existing lot supply capacity and 
projected future demand to 2041 for both Mudgee and Gulgong. Applicable tables provided below: 
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Table 54 highlights that there is 18 years remaining of the General Residential supply (for 
Mudgee). A twenty year supply of land is required, accordingly, Council will need commence work 
on identifying where the future supply will be located.  
 
Table 56 highlights the sufficient supply available in Gulgong, noting the lower average lots 
required per year. Chapter 8 provides further detail about infrastructure servicing of the Gulgong 
URAs to deliver the lot yields.     
 
8.0 Land Release Strategy 
This chapter brings together the research and findings of the URS and provides an updated set of 
principles and recommendations for land release in Mudgee and Gulgong. The following 9 
principles are detailed in the URS. 
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In response to principle 6 to maintain a supply buffer, this chapter provides an assessment of the 
land supplies to 2041, assessed in 5 year blocks, indicating when additional supply is required.  
 
There are specific recommendations such as ‘Council should consider rezoning M21 (adjoining 
Caerleon) to general residential in the mid-late 2020s and also consider developing a master plan 
and ensuring lot and dwelling typology can be delivered’.  
 
The URS concludes with other considerations and directions. In addition to land supply matters, 
strategic planning matters (not directly related to URAs) are proposed and timeframes provided. An 
example is ‘Infill and development engagement program’, specifically ‘promote Council’s urban 
release goals and priorities and increase awareness of the URS 2023’.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
If the staff recommendation is supported, the URS will be placed on public exhibition for a period of 
28 days. Prepare a report for Council consider any submissions received, or if at the end of the 
public exhibition period, no submissions are received, adopt the Mudgee and Gulgong Urban 
Release Strategy 2023 Update. 
 
After the adoption of the URS, there are staff operational tasks that will commence, they include 
engagement of landowners within URAs and education of the development application process 
and planning proposal process for those relevant URAs with the aim to bring lots to market. 
Engagement with landowners of land identified for a future residential land supply under in the 
Town Structure Plan of the CLUS. Program the land use strategy work to identify the future 
residential land supply for Mudgee.      
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Make available diverse, sustainable, adaptable and affordable housing options 

through effective land use planning 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Mid-Western Regional Local Strategic Planning Statement, Our Place 2040. 
Mid-Western Regional Council Comprehensive Land Use Strategy 2010 Part A, B and C. 
 
Council Policies 
The endorsement of the draft URS for public exhibition will not require any change to relevant 
polices. 
 
Legislation 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  
Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012. 
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Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
Underestimating demand for additional residential land and dwellings/lots could have a negative 
impact on the community through price increases or dislocation. However, overestimating demand 
can also negatively impact the community through Council funding additional infrastructure works 
that may not be required.  
 
 
 

SARAH ARMSTRONG 
MANAGER, STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

28 March 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee and Gulgong Urban Release Strategy 2023 Update. (separately 

attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.3 Acceptance of Grant Funding 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400103 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager - Economic Development on the Acceptance of 

Grant Funding; 

2. if successful, accept the grant funding from the following grant funding bodies: 
Grant Fund Project Grant Amount 

Requested 
Cricket Australia - Natural 
Disaster Recovery Fund 

Replacement of 2 cricket nets at 
Rylstone Showground 

$42,000 

Australian Government - 
Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure 
Program (Phase 4) 

Rylstone Caravan Park Upgrade – 
installation of 5 new cabins; 
water, sewer, electrical, internet 
and fire services; camp sites; 
drainage; roads; parking; 
fencing; wash bay; signage; 
laundry appliances; and 
landscaping following demolition 
works. 

$1,525,932 

3. if successful, amend the 2023/24 and 2024/25 budgets as follows: 
3.1 2023/24 set an expenditure budget for Rylstone Showground Cricket Net 

Replacement of $42,000 to be fully funded by grants; 
3.2 2023/24 set an expenditure budget for Rylstone Caravan Park Upgrades of 

$466,200 to be funded by grants, and $574,068 to be funded from 
unrestricted cash; 

3.3 2024/25 set an expenditure budget for Rylstone Caravan Park Upgrades of 
$1,059,732 to be funded by grants; 

4. authorise the General Manager to finalise and sign the funding agreements. 
 

Executive summary 
Council have applied (or intend to apply) to multiple funding bodies for projects identified in the 
Operational Plan and that will support the overall goals of the Community Plan. 
 
The funding bodies identified in this report include: 

• Natural Disaster Recovery Fund; 
• Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (Phase 4) 
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It is recommended that if Mid-Western Regional Council is successful in any of the above 
applications, that Council accepts the grant funding, and authorises the General Manager to sign 
the funding agreements and amend Council’s Budget for 2023/24, and 2024/25. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Cricket Australia - Natural Disaster Recovery Fund 
The Natural Disaster Recovery Fund is open to all clubs, associations, schools, Councils, 
Woolworths Cricket Blast Centres and cricket facility managers across Australia that reside in a 
natural disaster-affected area determined by the Australian Government - Australian disasters.  
 
The following project was identified as relevant and meeting the criteria of the grant fund: 

• Replacement of 2 cricket nets at Rylstone Showground $42,000 
 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (Phase 4) 
The Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program supports local councils to deliver priority 
local road and community infrastructure projects across Australia, supporting jobs and the 
resilience of local economies. 
 
The following project was identified as relevant and meeting the criteria of the grant fund: 

• Rylstone Caravan Park Upgrade – installation of 5 new 
cabins; water, sewer, electrical, internet and fire services; 
camp sites; drainage; roads; parking; fencing; wash bay; 
signage; laundry appliances; and landscaping following 
demolition works 

$1,525,932 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The identified projects support a number of Council strategies as identified in the Community Plan 
including: 

• Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 
community. 

• Support networks, programs and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and 
encourage healthy lifestyles. 

• Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community. 
• Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit. 
• Provide leadership on economic development initiatives and identify resources and 

infrastructure required to drive investment and economic growth in the region. 
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• Support the expansion of essential infrastructure and services to match business and 
industry developments in the region. 

 
Council Policies 
Nil  
 
Legislation 
Nil  
 
Financial implications 
Cricket Australia - Natural Disaster Recovery Fund Replacement of 2 cricket nets at Rylstone 
Showground.  

• In 2023/24 set an expenditure budget of $42,000 to be fully funded by grants. 
 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (Phase 4) Rylstone Caravan Park 
Upgrade 
 

• In 2023/24 set an expenditure budget of $466,200 to be funded by grants, and $574,068 to 
be funded from unrestricted cash. 

• In 2024/25 set an expenditure budget of $1,059,732 to be funded by grants. 
It should be noted that a business case and proposed ongoing operational budgets will be brought 
back to Council in a separate report, to endorse before proceeding. The above budget variations 
are recommended for approval now, in order to accept grant funding. 
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2022/23 - - - 

Future Years -   
 
Associated Risks 
If the grant funding for the above-named project is successful and not accepted by Council the 
project may not be able to proceed or may be delayed due to funding restraints.  There is a project 
delivery risk for every project.  These risks are managed through Council’s policies and 
procedures. 
 
 
 

MICHELE MINI 
MANAGER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

1 May 2023 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 17 MAY 2023  
REPORT 8.4 

 

35 
 
 
 

 

8.4 Events Assistance Applications 
REPORT BY THE EVENTS COORDINATOR  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, ECO800009, FIN300052 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Events Coordinator on the Events Assistance 

Applications; 

2. provide multi-year Events Assistance funding to the below applicants (includes 
cash and in-kind amounts) for the period of 2023, 2024 and 2025; and 

 2023 2024 2025 

Rylstone Show Society $2500 $2500 $2500 
Mudgee Dressage Group $500 $500 $500 
Cudgegong Valley Pioneer Club $1000 $1000 $1000 

3. provide Events Assistance to the below applicant (includes cash and in-kind 
amounts) for Period 1, July – December 2023: 

Mudgee Mud Dragons $1500     
NSW Rural Doctors Network NIL 
Central Tablelands Branch Australia Stockhorse $500 

 

Executive summary  
This report considers applications for Events Assistance under Council’s Events Assistance Policy. 
It relates to events to be held between 1 January and 30 June 2023 and period 1 July – 30 
December 2023. A total of 6 complete applications were considered with an additional application 
passed to Community Grants.  
 
It should be noted that the following events are also already approved in the 2023/24 budget via 
Events Assistance, under multi-year funding (Mudgee Veteran Golfers Association, Sculptures in 
the Garden, Small Farm Field Days, Motor Fest, Mudgee Running Festival, Gardens of Mudgee, 
Mudgee Masters, Rylstone Street Feast and Mudgee Cup). 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council’s Events Assistance Program is designed to assist local community events that benefit the 
local economy and attract visitors to the Region. A maximum of $2,500 per event per year is 
recommended.  
 
Under this program, the highest priority should be for events which:  
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• Attract the largest number of visitors to the Region; and  
• Extend the duration of visitation to the Region (i.e. occur over a number of days).  

 
A summary of requests and recommendations can be found in Attachment 1. Full applications for 
each event can be found in Attachment 2. 
 
Rylstone Show Society 
The 2023 Rylstone Rodeo Bull-A-Rama was held on the 15th April at the Rylstone Showground. 
The proposed event had an expected attendance of 3,500 attendees (both local and visiting). 
$2,495 of in-kind support is requested to cover the cost of venue hire and event bin delivery.  It is 
recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2023, 2024 & 2025 the recommended 
amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $2,500 of in-kind assistance.  
 
Mudgee Dressage Group 
The Mudgee Dressage Official Day will be held on the 14th of May at Mudgee Showground. The 
proposed event has an expected attendance of 1900 people (both local and visiting). $360 of in-
kind support is requested to cover the cost of the venue hire fee and remaining of the support in 
cash. It is recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2023, 2024 & 2025 the 
recommended amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $500 of in-kind assistance with the 
remaining balance of made up of cash. 
 
Cudgegong Valley Pioneer Club 
The Rylstone Swap Meet will be held on the 19th of May at Rylstone Showground. The proposed 
event has an expected attendance of 1900 people (both local and visiting). $730 of in-kind support 
is requested to cover the cost of the venue hire fee and waste management with the remaining of 
the support in cash. It is recommended that if council wishes to support the event in 2023 the 
recommended amount of funding based on the scoring dale is $1,000 of in-kind assistance. 
 
Mudgee Mud Dragons 
2023 Western Region Dragon Boat Regatta will be held on the 6th November at Cudgegong 
Waters. The proposed event has an expected attendance of 1,000 attendees (both local and 
visiting). $2,500 of in-kind support is requested to cover the cost of venue hire, event bin delivery 
and traffic management with the remaining support in cash towards the cost of prizes.  It is 
recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2023 the recommended amount of 
funding based on the scoring scale is $1,500 of in-kind assistance. 
 
NSW Rural Doctors Network 
The 2023 Rural GP VMO Medical Conference will be held on the 29th July in Mudgee. The 
proposed event has an expected attendance of 40 attendees (both local and visiting). $2,500 of 
cash assistance is requested. Based on the scoring scale the recommendation is to not support 
the event. However if council wish to support the event in order to help attract Doctors to the region 
the amount would be $2,500 of cash assistance. 
 
Central Tablelands Branch Australia Stockhorse 
2023 Australian Stock Horse State Youth Show will be held on the 18th November at Gulgong 
Showground. The proposed event has an expected attendance of 1,000 attendees (both local and 
visiting). $200 of in-kind support has been requested to cover the cost of the waste management 
and $1,600 cash support for a new microphone and speaker system. It is recommended that if 
Council wishes to support the event in 2023 the recommended amount of funding based on the 
scoring scale is $500 of in-kind assistance with the remaining balance made up of cash. 
 
The Events Assistance scoring system below was used to score applications against set criteria: 

LOCAL COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION IN EVENT 
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SCORE DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS 

VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 Unsatisfactory No or limited local community/volunteer participation or impact (<500 
residents) 

   
1 Poor Community/volunteer participation or local benefits impacting (500 to 1,000 

residents) 
   
2 Satisfactory Community/volunteer participation or local benefits impacting between (1,000 

to 2,000 residents) 
   
3 Good Direct community/volunteer involvement or local benefits impacting (>2,000 

residents) 
CAPACITY TO ENSURE EVENT CONTINUES AND DEVELOPS IN THE FUTURE 

SCORE DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS 

VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 Unsatisfactory First time event being held, no plans outlined in application, unclear capacity 
to deliver event 

   
1 Poor Limited event history (year one), limited plans outlined in application 
   
2 Satisfactory Event is at least two years old, appropriate planning 
   
3 Good Well-established event with detailed planning for the future outlined 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY GENERATED FROM EVENT 

SCORE DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS 

VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 $0-$25K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 
day) 

   
2 $25K-$50K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 

day) 
   
4 $50K-$100K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 

day) 
   
6 $100K-$150K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 

day) 
   
8 $150k-$200K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 

day) 
   

10 $200K-$250K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 
day) 

   
12 $250K-$300K Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 

day) 
   

14 $300K+ Number of visitors to the region x $373 (if multi-day event) or $107 (if single 
day) 

 
ADDITIONAL POINTS IN-KIND REQUESTS 

SCORE VALUE JUDGEMENT 

10 All events requesting 100% in-kind assistance receive 10 bonus points. Noting only up to cost of in-
kind services will be funded 
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Attachment 1 and 2 outline the requests and recommendations for funding.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal An attractive business and economic environment 
Strategy Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Applications for Events Assistance are required to have clear linkages to the Community Plan 
Towards 2040 outcomes. This includes promoting the region as a great place to live, work, invest 
and visit. By supporting events that provide opportunities for local and visitor attendance, this 
increases visitation to the region and provides social and economic benefits to the region. 
 
Council Policies 
Events Assistance Policy – applicants are required to meet the eligibility criteria of the policy 
including attracting visitors the region. 
 
Legislation 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 356, states: (1) a council may, in accordance with a 
resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for 
the purpose of exercising its functions.   
 
Financial implications 
Funding of $55,322 was provided in the 2022/23 Operational Plan for Events Assistance. Based on 
the scoring system above, the recommendation of staff is to provide $4,000 in Events Assistance 
for the events to be held between 1 January and 30 June 2023. This leaves a balance remaining of 
$19,950.38 
 
Funding of $50,000 is proposed in the 2023/24 Operational Plan for Events Assistance. Based on 
the scoring system above, the recommendation of staff is to provide $2,000 in Events Assistance 
for the events to be held in period 1, between 1 July and 30 December 2023.  An additional 
$26,000 has been previously allocated through multi-year funding and from events previously 
approved in Period 1. This leaves a balance of $22,000 in Events Assistance. 
 
Associated Risks 
It is important for Council to provide support to these planned events in order to help encourage 
visitors to the region and help stimulate the tourism economy. If Council does not support these 
events, there is a risk that they may not go ahead in the future or that they are held at another 
location and therefore, there is the potential of further lost economic benefits to the Mid-Western 
Region.  
 
There is also a risk that an applicant provides false or fraudulent information in order to benefit 
from the program. This risk is minimised by the clear and transparent policy, process for approval, 
and feedback requirements of the program. 
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JOANNA LINDSAY 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

MICHELE MINI 
MANAGER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

27 April 2023 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Events Assistance Applications. (separately attached)   

2. Events Assistance Funding Application Summary. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.5 Country University Centre Mudgee Region 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, ECO800022 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager - Economic Development on the Country 

University Centre Mudgee Region; and 

2. amend the Budget to increase Council’s cash commitment to CUC Mudgee 
Region by $230,000, funded by cash reserves, and reduce Council’s in-kind 
commitment by $104,300, per the financial implications in this report. 

 

 
Executive summary 
In November 2019, and February 2023 Council made a number of commitments to support the 
establishment and operation of the CUC Mudgee Region facility. Including both cash contributions 
and in-kind commitments, Councils total commitment to the CUC Mudgee Region facility is valued 
at $904,300. The allocation of this funding is currently split over 2023/24 through to 2026/27. 
 
The NSW Government (Department of Education) has previously committed to $1,270,000 
towards the CUC Mudgee Region. Initially these funds were split between a commitment to the 
capital costs and operational costs, however further correspondence has advised that the 
department would like this funding to be committed primarily to operational expenses once the 
centre is open.   
 
The purpose of this report is to amend the Operational Plan and Budgets for 2023/24 through to 
2026/27, bringing forward  and increasing Council’s cash commitments by $230,000 so that 
Council will fund the construction of the new centre and the NSW Government will commit to the IT 
and operational expenses for 3.5 years.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Council’s General Manager holds the position Chairman of CUC Mudgee Region and acts as 
Council’s representative on the board. 
 
Detailed report 
Since 2019, Council staff have been working with CUC Ltd on the proposal to open the CUC 
Mudgee Region. CUC received a NSW Government grant of $1,270,000 (including funding 
towards Construction and Operational expenses) for the creation of CUC Mudgee Region. Council 
has committed to the CUC Mudgee Region facility to the value of $904,300. The allocation of this 
funding is currently split over 2023/24 through to 2026/27. 
 
The construction budget for CUC Mudgee Region (not including IT and fit-out) is $930,000 (ex. 
GST). The NSW Department of Education have advised that they would like Council to allocate 
budget to the capital and construction of the centre (as this will be a Council owned building) and 
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that NSW Government funding is to be allocated towards IT specific fit out and operational 
expenses into the future (3.5 years).  
 
The impact of this change is that Council would need to increase the cash commitment to the CUC 
by $230,000 and reduce in-kind commitment by $104,300. This change would also allow Council to 
charge a higher rate of rent for the building (around $50,000 p.a. v’s $20,000 p.a.) and charge on-
costs for on-going expenses to the CUC that were previously going to be considered as part of in-
kind funding (as part of a MOU) including: 

• Electricity (approx. at $20,000 p.a.) 
• Security (approx. at $8,000 p.a.) 
• Outdoor garden and lawn maintenance (approx. at $6,500 p.a.) 
• Building Insurance (approx. $3,000 p.a.) 
• Waste Collection (approx. $600 p.a.) 

 
The establishment of the CUC has strong linkages to the Operational Plan for Council. The ability 
to retain young people in the region for further education, as well as to increase the skills within the 
region is an important part of ensuring and building a strong local economy.  With the increase in 
SSD projects and multiple proposals for Community Funds, CUC Mudgee Region board is 
confident that opportunities for corporate support will exist strongly into the future. However at this 
point in the project, committed funding is required to progress with the project.    
 
This report seeks Council’s support by providing a commitment of $930,000 in cash and $100,000 
in-kind support. This will ensure the NSW Government fulfils the commitment of $1,270,000 to 3.5 
years of operations. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal A range of rewarding and fulfilling career opportunities to attract and retain residents 
Strategy Build strong linkages with institutions providing education, training and employment 

pathways in the region 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
This project meets Council’s strategy of building strong linkages with institutions providing 
education, training and employment pathways in the region. 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Previously approved by Council: 

  2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 Total 
Cash $450,000  $100,000  $100,000  $50,000  $700,000  
In-Kind   $68,100  $68,100 $68,100 $204,300  
           $904,300 
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Revised to be funded by Council upon approval of this report: 

  2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 Total 
Cash  $730,000   $200,000    $930,000 
In-Kind $50,000 $50,000 - - $100,000 
           $1,030,000  
 
Rental income to be considered upon commencement of the CUC Mudgee Region: 

  2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 Total 
Rent Income  $25,000 $52,000 $55,000 $132,000 
 
Budget Implications 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & Infrastructure 
Renewal 

2022/23 - - - 

Future Years       
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not amend the budget per above, it is unlikely that the CUC will be established in 
Mudgee. This will create the risk of further students leaving the region for education opportunities 
or not undertaking further education studies.   
 
 
 

MICHELE MINI 
MANAGER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

28 April 2023 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.6 Monthly Development Applications Processing and 
Determined 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER, PLANNING  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, A0420109 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Manager Planning on the Monthly Development 
Applications Processing and Determined. 
 

Executive summary 
The report presented to Council each month is designed to keep Council informed of the current 
activity in relation to development assessment and determination of applications.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Included in this report is an update for the month of April 2023 Development Applications 
determined and Development Applications processing.  
The report will detail:  

• Total outstanding development applications indicating the proportion currently being 
processed and those waiting for further information;  

• Median and average processing times for development applications; 
• A list of determined development applications; 
• Currently processing development applications and heritage applications; and 
• Variations to the Mid-Western DCP.  

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the region 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
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Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

LINDSAY DUNSTAN 
MANAGER, PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

1 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Development Applications Processing and Determined - April 2023.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 9: Finance 
 
 

9.1 Naming of new street in a subdivision off Plenty Road, Spring 
Flat 

REPORT BY THE PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, P23444, R0790141 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Support Officer on the naming a new street in 

a subdivision off Plenty Road, Spring Flat; 

2. formally approve the name of Mervyns Lane; and 

3. advertise approved name and submit name to Government Gazette. 
 
 
Executive summary 
Formal approval is requested to name the new street in a subdivision off Plenty Road in the locality 
of Spring Flat, Mervyns Lane. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council, being the Roads Authority, is required to name new and unnamed streets and roads.  
  
Following the approval of a new subdivision off Plenty Road in the locality of Spring Flat, Council 
wrote to the neighbours of the subdivision on 9th December 2022 requesting their naming 
suggestions. Public consultation was also invited in an advertisement placed in the 16th December 
2022 Mudgee Guardian and on Council’s website. 
 
From submissions received, Council provisionally approved the name of Mervyns Lane at their 15th 
February 2023 meeting. 

The approved name of Mervyn relates to Mervyn Consadine (1924-2018) who, with his family, 
owned and farmed large portions of land on both sides of Broadhead Road over four 
generations.  Mervyn and his wife Maureen owned and farmed the land being developed by this 
subdivision for over 50 years.  Mervyn was too young to enlist but contributed to the war effort 
during World War II by manufacturing and machining products for the war at Loneragans 
Garage where he was eventually appointed manager.  Mervyn also contributed to the 
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community as a member of the Mullamuddy Rural Fire Service, of which he was a life member, 
and on the committee of the Mudgee Pony Club for over 15 years. 
 

The Geographical Names Board has been advised of this street name and has no objection. 
 
The new street name was advertised in the 17th February 2023 issue of the Mudgee Guardian and 
on Council’s website with no additional submissions or objections received. 
 
Notices of the new street name was served on Australia Post, the Registrar General, the Surveyor 
General, the NSW Ambulance Service, NSW Fire & Rescue, NSW Rural Fire Brigades, NSW 
Police Force, NSW State Emergency Service and NSW Volunteer Rescue Association via the 
Geographical Names Board Place and Road Naming Proposal System with no objections 
received. 
 
Street naming is legislated under the Roads Act (1993).  This Act empowers the authority in charge 
of the road with the rights to name it.  The naming of this street will allow the completion of street 
addressing within the new subdivision.  Section 162 of the Roads Act (1993) states that “a road 
authority may name and number all public roads for which it is the authority.  A road authority may 
not alter the name of a public road unless it has given the Geographical Names Board (GNB) at 
least two months’ notice of the proposed name.” 
 
In accordance with Council’s Road, Bridge & Place Naming Policy, should Council formally 
endorse the naming of this new street, notice of the approved name will be: 

1. Published in the Government Gazette, the Mudgee Guardian and on Council’s website. 
2. Concurrently, notice of the new names will be sent to Australia Post, the Registrar General, 

the Surveyor General, the NSW Ambulance Service, NSW Fire & Rescue, NSW Rural Fire 
Brigades, NSW Police Force, NSW State Emergency Service and NSW Volunteer Rescue 
Association, and, in the case of a classified road – Transport for NSW. 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Road, Bridge and Place Naming Policy 
 
Legislation 
Roads Act, 1993 
Road Regulation 2008 
Geographical Names Act, 1996 
Geographical Names Board of NSW Address Policy and User Manual, May 2021 
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Financial implications 
The cost and installation of road signs at the intersection of Plenty Road and the street being 
named will be met by the developer. 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil 
 
 
 

CAROLYN ATKINS 
PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

3 April 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission.   

2. Map.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 MAY 2023 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 55 
 

 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 MAY 2023 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 2 56 
 

 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 17 MAY 2023  
REPORT 9.2 

 

57 
 
 
 

 

9.2 Naming of a park at 2A Market Street, Mudgee 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, P27002, PAR300020 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Support Officer on the naming of a park at 2A 

Market Street, Mudgee; 

2. support the name Keech Park; and 

3. submit Council’s recommendation to the Geographical Names Board who are the 
final authority on naming places. 

 
 
Executive summary 
Council has received a request from a member of the public to name the greenspace located at the 
start of Market Street, at 2A Market Street in the town of Mudgee. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Following the receipt of a request to name the park area located at 2A Market Street, Mudgee, and 
Council wrote to the neighbours of the park area on 17th March 2023 requesting their naming 
submissions.  Public consultation was also invited in an advertisement placed in the 24th March 
2023 Mudgee Guardian.   
 
Submissions closed on 14th April 2023 and 2 submissions were received for the following naming 
suggestions: 

• Keech Park  
• Dairy Park 
• Butter Factory Park 
• Mudgee Dairy Park 

 
These names are valid name choices and can apply to this park.  
 
The recommended name of Keech Park relates to Brian Keech who first created this green space 
from the scrub at the end of the Market Street road reserve, between the formed road and the 
Cudgegong River.  Brian cleared the space, mowed, planted gardens and, along with his family, 
maintained and watered the park area. 
 
The Geographical Names Board (GNB) is the naming authority for place names.  Council’s 
decision at this meeting will be submitted as our recommendation to the GNB for their next meeting 
along with our application to name the park.  The GNB will then meet the cost of advertising in 
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relation to this matter before making a final decision on the name of the Park.  The GNB will also 
meet the costs of a Gazettal for the final park name. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Respect and enhance the historic character of our region and heritage value of our 

towns 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Road, Bridge and Place Naming Policy 
 
Legislation 
Geographical Names Act, 1996 
Geographical Names Board of NSW Address Policy and User Manual, May 2021 
 
Financial implications 
The cost and installation of one sign at an approximate cost of $400.  This cost is included in the 
2023/2024 Operational Plan. 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil 
 
 
 

CAROLYN ATKINS 
PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

12 April 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Submission.   

2. Submission.   
3. Map.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.3 Classification of Land - Lot 2 DP530722 at 31 Pitts Lane, Putta 
Bucca 

REPORT BY THE PROPERTY OFFICER  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400088 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Officer on the Classification of Land - Lot 2 

DP530722 at 31 Pitts Lane, Putta Bucca; 

2. give public notice of a proposed resolution to classify Lot 2 DP530722 as 
Operational land in accordance with Chapter 6, Part 2, Division 1 Local 
Government Act 1993 (the Act); and 

3. receive a further report after the public notice exhibition period to consider any 
submissions and deal with the next steps in the classification process as 
required by the Act. 

 
 
Executive summary 
This report seeks to commence the process for classification of Lot 2 DP530722 (the Allotment) 
being land located at 31 Pitts Lane, PUTTA BUCCA, as Operational land. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council entered into an agreement to purchase Lot 2 DP530722 at 31 Pitts Lane, PUTTA BUCCA.  
A map of the land is attached to this report. 
 
Council exchanged Contract of Sale to purchase the land on 27th April 2023. It is expected that 
settlement of the sale is to occur 42 days after the contract date being 8th June 2023. 
 
As Council is acquiring the Allotment, it will need to carry out the required process to appropriately 
classify the Allotment as directed under Chapter 6, Part 2, Division 1 of the Local Government Act 
1993 (the Act). 
 
All public land must be classified as either Community or Operational.  The purpose of 
classification is to identify clearly that land which should be kept for use by the general public 
(Community land) and that land which need not (Operational land).  
 
Community Land would ordinarily comprise land such as a public park, reserve or sporting 
grounds. The use and management of Community Land is to be regulated by a Plan of 
Management. 
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Community land must not be sold (except in limited circumstances referred to in the Act).  
Community land must not be leased or licenced for more than 21 years and may only be 
leased/licenced for more than 5 years if public notice of the proposed lease/ licence is given.  In 
the event that an objection is made to the proposed lease/ licence, the Minister’s consent is 
required.  These restrictions do not apply to Operational land. 
 
Operational land would ordinarily comprise land which facilitates the carrying out by a council of its 
functions or land which may not be open to the general public. It also includes land held as a 
temporary asset or as an investment. 
 
Any land acquired by a council that is not classified under the Act i.e. resolved by council at the 
end of 3 months, is taken to have been classified as Community land. 
 
Notwithstanding that the Allotment has not yet transferred to Council, the Act, at Section 31, allows 
councils to classify land before ownership has been completed, the advantage being that it allows 
for completion of the process within the stipulated 3 month period:   

31 Classification of land acquired after 1 July 1993 
(2) Before a council acquires land, or within 3 months after it acquires land, 
a council may resolve (in accordance with this Part) that the land be 
classified as community land or operational land. 

 
Given the intended use of the land, it is proposed that the Allotment be classified as Operational 
land and that the legislated process be undertaken to reflect this. 
 
To commence the process for the classification of the Allotment, Council must resolve its intentions 
to classify the Allotment as Operational land and its intention must be advertised for a period of 28 
days, during which time written submissions to the proposed classification will be accepted.  Upon 
completion of this process, a further report will be presented to Council on the outcomes of the 
exhibition and next steps in the classification process as required by the Act. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Nil  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Chapter 6, Part 2, Division 1 of the Local Government Act 1993, directs that all public land must be 
classified as either Community or Operational land  
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
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Associated Risks 
Any land acquired by a Council that is not classified under the Act i.e. resolved by Council at the 
end of 3 months, is taken to have been classified as Community land.   
 
It is anticipated that the Allotment will be acquired by Council by 8 June 2023 and will be classified 
as Operational land within the stipulated time-frame. 
 
 
 

LILIAN MUKWEWA MUTYIRI 
PROPERTY OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

21 April 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Map - Purchased land indicated by red boundary - Lot 2 DP 530722.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.4 Monthly Budget Review - April 2023 
REPORT BY THE ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, FIN300315 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Accountant Reporting & Analysis on the Monthly 

Budget Review - April 2023; and 

2. note that the General Manager used the emergency delegation conveyed to him 
at 3.1 of his delegation to authorise the budget to cover the cost of emergency 
repairs due to water ingress at Mortimer Street commercial building in April 
2023. 

 

Executive summary 
This report provides Council with information on the progress of the 2022/23 Capital Works 
Program at 30 April 2023. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Over the period of the financial year, Council has an opportunity to review and approve variances 
to the Budget. The attachment to this report provides the detailed information of recommended 
variations. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Clause 202 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, states that the responsible 
accounting officer of a Council must: 
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a) establish and maintain a system of budgetary control that will enable the council’s actual 
income and expenditure to be monitored each month and to be compared with the estimate 
of Council’s income and expenditure; and  

b) if any instance arises where the actual income or expenditure of the council is materially 
different from its estimated income or expenditure, report the instance to the next meeting 
of Council. 

 
Financial implications 
There are no proposed budget variations this month. The March Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) 
will be reported to Council at the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 24 May 2023.  
The variation where the General Manager used the emergency delegation conveyed to him at 3.1 
of his delegation to authorise the budget to cover the cost of emergency repairs due to water 
ingress at Mortimer Street commercial building in April 2023 was not material, at $30,000, and will 
be reported through the March QBR, 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SUMEDHA UPRETI 
ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

4 May 2023 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Budget Review - April 2023 Attachment.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.5 Monthly Statement of Investments as at 30 April 2023 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCE  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, FIN300053 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Finance on the Monthly Statement of 

Investments as at 30 April 2023; and  

2. note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer. 
 
 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to certify that Council’s investments have been made in accordance 
with legal and policy requirements, provide information on the detail of investments and raise other 
matters relevant to Council’s investment portfolio as required. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The attachment to this report provides information on the performance of the portfolio and provides 
a register of all investments held as at 30 April 2023. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks association with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Council’s Investments Policy requires a written report each month setting out the entire investment 
portfolio. 
 
Legislation 
As per Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 the Responsible 
Accounting Officer certifies that:  
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a) this report sets out details of all money that the Council has invested under Section 625 of 
the Act; and 

b) all investments have been made in accordance with the Act and the regulations. 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCE 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

3 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Investment Report 30 April 2023.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.6 Community Grants Program - May 2023 
REPORT BY THE ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, FIN3000159 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Accountant Reporting & Analysis on the Community 

Grants Program - May 2023; 
 

2. provide financial assistance to the following applications in accordance with the 
criteria and guidelines of the Community Grants Policy: 

Cudgegong Valley Physical Culture $1,156  
Business Mudgee $600  
Kandos Rylstone Film Society $5,000  
Rylstone Kandos Business Chamber $10,000  
Cooks Gap & District Progress Association $4,500  
Pink Up Mudgee $2,000  
Windeyer Progress Association $2,500  
Arts Council Gulgong Inc. $1,250  
The Business Concierge Ltd $1,875  
Warrabinga Native Title Claimants Aboriginal 
Corporation 

$5,000  

3. decline to give financial assistance to the Bingman Landcare – Lue Action Group 
for the reasons provided in the report. 

 

Executive summary 
This report considers requests for financial assistance under Council’s Community Grants Program 
Policy. 
 
Provision is made in Council’s Community Grants Program Policy to provide financial assistance to 
not-for-profit community-based organisations, groups and individuals that offer a significant 
contribution to community outcomes and goals as provided in the Towards 2040 Community Plan.  
 
All applications except for those under the Youth Representative Grants and the Mudgee Sports 
Advisory categories were first reviewed for eligibility and then assessed by a panel of three staff 
against the following criteria relative to the amount of funding requested:  

• Degree of benefit to the community aligned with the community plan.  
• Level of consultation and collaboration with other local groups.  
• Organisational capacity to deliver the program or project. 

 
Even though an application meets the criteria it may be judged that there is not a significant 
enough benefit to the community in order to fund or fully fund the request. A summary of each 
application is shown below, together with panel recommendations. 
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Applicant Project/Activity Funding 
Request $ 

Total Score 
out of 9 

Recommended 
Amount $ 

Cudgegong Valley 
Physical Culture 

Club Hall and Music 
Half Year Licence Fee. 

 1,541   7   1,156  

Business Mudgee NSW Women's Week 
Ladies Lunch 

 800   7   600  

Kandos Rylstone Film 
Society 

Community Film 
Society for Kandos 
Rylstone area 

 5,398   8   5,000  

Rylstone Kandos 
Business Chamber 

Operational support 
and business 
engagement activities 

 10,000   8   10,000  

Bingman Landcare - 
Lue Action Group 

Lue Action Group 
Public Information 
Meeting 

 520   6   0  

Cooks Gap & District 
progress association 

Renovation to hall  18,000   6   4,500  

Pink Up Mudgee Pink Up Mudgee 
Program 

 5,000   8   2,000  

Windeyer Progress 
Association 

Gold Detecting 
Championship 

 2,500   8   2,500  

Arts Council Gulgong 
Inc. 

Gulgong Lantern 
Festival 

 2,500   6   1,250  

The Business 
Concierge Ltd. 

Survivor Life Skills  2,500   7   1,875  

Warrabinga Native 
Title Claimants 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Warrabinga Indigenous 
Culture Festival Day 

 12,000   7   5,000  

Total $ 33,881 

 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The information provided below gives more detail on each application and the scoring against the 
policy criteria.  
 
Copies of all applications are provided as attachments to the report. 
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Cudgegong Valley Physical Culture – excerpt from application 
Cudgegong Valley Physical Culture requests $1,541 for Club Hall and Music half year licence fee. 
We require an assistance with overhead costs while we recover from membership losses due to 
COVID restrictions in 2020 & 2021. COVID-19 restrictions meant we were unable to meet in 
person for over 2 years and as a result we lost a lot of members. While we rebuild our members 
we ask for assistance with hall hire and music licencing so that we can focus on servicing our 
members and engaging new members. Being part of a physical culture team encourages a lifelong 
love of exercise and increases confidence and self-esteem. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.1.1 Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community 
services that meet the needs of our community 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities 
which promote health and wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Specific Program/ Project: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$1,156 

The Panel scored the application as 7 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 75% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Business Mudgee – excerpt from application 
Business Mudgee requests $800 for NSW Women's Week Ladies Lunch. Business Mudgee will be 
presenting Melinda Schneider talking about "Be Gentle on Yourself" as part of NSW International 
Women's week on 10 March 2023. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and 
wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships 
between the ranges of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 600 

The Panel scored the application as 7 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 75% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Kandos Rylstone Film Society – excerpt from application 
Kandos Rylstone Film Society requests $5,398 for Community Film Society for Kandos Rylstone 
area. They provide films to the Kandos Rylstone residents on the 2nd Saturday of every month. 
They operate on a volunteer basis. 1 year running costs are: Blinds for Rylstone Memorial Hall $ 
2800, Rental Rylstone Memorial Hall $ 1188, Royalties for showing film $ 900, Film $ 420. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.1.1 Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that 
meet the needs of our community 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and 
wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships 
between the range of community groups 
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COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 5,000 

The Panel scored the application as 8 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 100% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Rylstone Kandos Business Chamber – excerpt from application 
Rylstone Kandos Business Chamber requests $10,000 for Operational support and business 
engagement activities. They provide administrative support for meetings, correspondence, 
memberships, workshop management, and newsletters. Also support cost for marketing for 
website and social media as well as upskilling workshops and business networking events. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the ranges of 
community groups 3.1.1 Support the attraction and retention of a diverse range of businesses and 
industries, 1.1.1 maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the needs 
of our community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Business Association Category: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$10,000 

The Panel scored the application as 8 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 100% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Bingman Landcare - Lue action Group – excerpt from application 
Bingman Landcare - Lue Action Group requests $520 for Lue action group public information 
meeting. For regional resident to hear about the proposed mine in Lue. This meeting is a public 
information meeting so the community can hear about the mining proposal. We had expert 
consultants in the field of ground and surface water, ecology, mine design and acid mine drainage 
look at the Department of Planning's Assessment of Bowdens Mine. It is an opportunity for people 
involved in agriculture, tourism and health to understand the proposal. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 2.1.2 Minimise the impact of mining and other major developments, 1.4.3 
Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 0 

This is not recommended as the objectives of the Lue Action Group contradict Councils position of 
objective neutrality. 
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Cooks Gap & District Progress Association – excerpt from application 
Cooks Gap & District progress association requests $18,000 for Renovation to hall. Remove 
termite damage to toilet doors, door jambs and ceiling. Extend pergola roof to cover toilets to 
protect doors from future damage. Replace damaged hand rails. 

Link to Community Plan:1.2.1 Respect and enhance the historic character of our Region and heritage value 
of our towns and villages 1.4.3 Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the 
community, 1.3.1 Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 
community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Capital Grants Category: Cap $25,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is the lower. 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 4,500 

The Panel scored the application as 6 and there appear to be some benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 50% of the eligible funding amount ($9,000) was 
recommended. 
 
Pink Up Mudgee – excerpt from application 
Pink Up Mudgee (PUM) requests $5,000 for the Pink Up Mudgee Program which was started by 
Hugh Bateman in 2015 with the support of the McGrath Foundation, to raise awareness and much 
needed funds for a dedicated breast care nurse in Mudgee. Since PUM's inception, we have raised 
over $870,000 for the McGrath Foundation who have continued to fund and support a breast care 
nurse for our community. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.1.1 Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services 
that meet the needs of our community, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between 
the range of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 2,000 

The Panel scored the application as 8 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan however the majority of the funds are for decorations for 
business and retail display, and banners which does not provide direct community benefit. 
Previous years, Council has provided around $1,000 to this event, and $5,000 is not supported. 
 
Windeyer Progress Association – excerpt from application 
Windeyer Progress Association requests $2,500 for Gold Detecting Championship. With gold 
detection events, family events, displays of agriculture and area attractions. This event aims to 
attract tourists to the area, make the area known for its qualities and hope to attract people to visit 
all year round, objective is to stimulate the local economy and inject hospitality events to the area. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and 
wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships 
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between the range of community groups, 3.2.1 Promote the Region as a great place to live, work, invest and 
visit 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 2,500 

The Panel scored the application as 8 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 100% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Arts Council Gulgong Inc. – excerpt from application 
Arts Council Gulgong Inc. requests $2,500 for Gulgong Lantern Festival. This event involves 
school age children who participated in four, free holiday workshops by tutors Tina Matthews and 
Fiona Howle from creative workshops (Bathurst) using recyclable materials to create lantern 
creatures. When completed in the workshops, these lanterns are then lit with led fairy lights and 
are then ready to be paraded in Gulgong very first Lantern Parade on stage at Prince of Wales 
Opera House for the children, community, family & friends. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region 2.3.3 Support 
programs that create environmental awareness and promote sustainable living, 2.3.1 Educate, promote and 
support the community in implementing waste minimisation strategies 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,250 

The Panel scored the application as 6 and there appear to be benefits linked with the objectives of 
Council’s Community Plan so 50% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
The Business Concierge Ltd – excerpt from application 
The Business Concierge Ltd requests $2,500 for Survivor Life skills. We provide programs to High 
Schools and Primary Schools in Mudgee, Kandos and Gulgong in order to teach Finance Literacy 
Skills, Interview and Employment Skills and Mental Health. Subjects not covered in the School 
curriculum. We have 60 subjects Schools can choose from based on the needs of the School and 
students. 

We have been running our program for Schools in the Mudgee Region for 16 years. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and 
wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles 3.1.2 Encourage the development of a skilled and flexible 
workforce to satisfy local industry and business requirements, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the 
relationships between the range of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 
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RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,875 

The Panel scored the application as 7 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan so 75% of the requested amount was recommended. 
 
Warrabinga native title claimants Aboriginal Corporation – excerpt from 
application 
Warrabinga native title claimants Aboriginal Corporation requests $12,000 for Warrabinga 
indigenous culture festival day. It would be the Warrabinga Aboriginal Cultural Festival it could 
bring a different avenue of tourism to Mudgee with workshop weaving, language, art and exhibits. 
We would have cultural dance, music, market stalls, raffles, sausage sizzle, kids’ activities and an 
Elders Tent. It would be extremely helpful if the council could donate us the Pavilion for the day so 
the grant could go towards cultural activities. 

Link to Community Plan: 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 
community group’s 1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region, 1.4.3 Provide equitable 
access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Specific Program/ Project: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 5,000 

The Panel scored the application as 7 and there appear to be significant benefits linked with the 
objectives of Council’s Community Plan. With a fully expended budget allocation, 50% of the 
project cap ($10,000) was recommended for this large event. 
                                                                                                

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Recommendations are made under the Community Grants Program Policy. 
 
Legislation 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 Section 356 granting of financial assistance 
must be approved by a Council resolution.  
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Financial implications 
Funding of $173,912 is provided in the Operational Plan for financial assistance. $138,621 has 
already been allocated, leaving a balance of $35,291. Based on the scoring system above, and the 
recommendation of Council officers, an amount of $33,881 in financial assistance is proposed. 
Should Council approve the recommendations in the report, an amount of $1,410 remains in the 
budget. 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SUMEDHA UPRETI 
ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

1 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Community Grants Application - May 2023 attachment. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.7 Council Service Delivery Benchmarking Report - 2020/21 Data 
Comparatives  

REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, COR400236 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Council Service Delivery 

Benchmarking Report - 2020/21 Data Comparatives ; and 

2. note the comparative analysis provided in the OLG Mid-Western Regional 
Council Report and the Snowy Monaro Group 4 Financial Sustainability 
Benchmarking Report. 

 

 
Executive summary 
Councils Delivery Program includes a Strategy to: Benchmark Council’s service delivery against 
relevant organisations. Two of the underlying Actions in this Strategy are: 

1. Desktop analysis of annual financial results against other NSW councils; and 
2. Report on OLG group comparative data 

 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil  
 
Detailed report 
The Office of Local Government (OLG) MWRC Report provides a summary of group 4 and other 
comparative data, to compare outcomes and effectiveness of Councils. Data for this report has 
been sourced from Council’s financial statements, Council’s annual report and Council’s data 
returns. The report also refers to data from a number of agencies and entities. Please refer to the 
data page of the OLG website for links to definitions, information on performance measures, 
benchmarks, and the data sources that have been used. Below is a summary of the MWRC local 
government area basic statistics from the report. 
 
Your Local Government Area:  
Population (No.): 25,367 
Area (Km2):   8,752.3 
Council Classification: Regional Town/City 
OLG Group: 4 
State Planning Region:  Central West and Orana 
JO Region:  Orana 
 
Group 4 Councils (which are the comparative Councils used for most of the data provided in the 
attached report) are defined in Attachment 3: Australian Classification of Local Governments and 
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OLG group numbers as a regional town or city that is small to medium. A list of Group 4 Councils is 
also provided in Attachment 3. 
 
The Report is a good comparative summary for the community to utilise and provides information 
about the similarities and differences in Local Government Areas (LGA’s), and the financial and 
performance statistics attached to those LGA’s. 
 
Notable items within the report include: 

• MWRC has a revenue turnover of about 10% less than the group 4 average, and a 
population density about 10% that of the group 4 average 

• MWRC road networks are 1.6 times that of the group 4 average, and road expenditure per 
capita matches that at 1.6 times that of group 4 average 

• Population has increased by about 3.9% over the last 4 years 
• Councils average rates and charges are compared on page 4 of the report 
• Councils Operating Performance Ratio is above benchmark requirements, and financial 

performance averages are compared on page 5 of the report 
• Community Leadership comparatives are provided on pages 6-7, and are relatively strong 

when comparing expenditure, code of conduct complaints and population ratios 
• Infrastructure renewal and maintenance ratios are above benchmarking requirements 

(100%) and infrastructure backlog is lower than the group 4 average 
 
Councils service expenditure is compared to State and group 4 averages on page 9 of the report. 
 
This year, Council also contributed to a Group 4 Benchmarking exercise contracted by Snowy 
Monaro Council (Attachment 2).  
 
Notable comparatives within the Snowy Monaro report include: 

• MWRC is the 4th largest Council in area, and about twice the average size 
• MWRC is the 7th smallest by population, and about 60% of the average  
• MWRC sits at about the average amount for rating revenue, but with a lower number of 

assessments. This reflects the higher value assessments received for larger 
holdings/industries 

• MWRC’s average residential rate is below the group average (4th lowest) 
• MWRC’s average farmland rate is about equal to the average 
• MWRC’s average business rate is the second lowest, and just above half the group 

average 
• The Rating Effort measures how much rates are paid for the value of land held – low value 

markets are generally reflecting a lower rating effort, and high value markets a higher rating 
effort (the higher the number, the less burden compared to wealth). MWRC is the 5th 
lowest.  

• Outstanding rates and charges – MWRC is second only to Eurobodalla. This ratio would be 
impacted by ability to pay, and effort placed in chasing outstanding debt 

• MWRC obtained the highest net operating result in 20/21 
• MWRC still obtains lower than average operational revenue, and has lower than average 

operational expenditure 
• MWRC has a very high total road length per capita 
• MWRC has lower than the average number of public swimming pools 
• MWRC have just above the group average in FTE employees. This info combined with the 

operating expenditure comparison suggests that Council has a materially lower reliance on 
contractors for work achieved than the group average (inferred) 

• MWRC have not identified a need for an SRV, however all other interviewed Councils have 
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue excellence in service delivery 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Councils Operational Plan and Delivery Program provides for a desktop analysis of Councils 
performance and outcomes against other Group 4 Councils, in order to evaluate and benchmark 
performance.   
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
There are no budget variations recommended in this report.  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

 

  

3 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Mid-Western Regional Council - Your Council NSW 2020-21. (separately 

attached)   
2. Snowy-Monaro Benchmarking Report. (separately attached)   
3. Australian Classification of Local Governments and OLG group numbers. 

(separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 10: Operations 
 
 
Nil  
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Item 11: Community 
 
 

11.1 Library Services - Quarterly Report 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, F0620020 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the Library Services - Quarterly Report by the Manager 
Library Services. 
 

Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council of the activities undertaken by the Mid-Western Regional 
Council Library Service, under the broad themes of Customer Visits, Library Borrowings and 
Purchased Items, and Sustainable Organisations. This report covers the period January-March 
2023. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
CUSTOMER VISITS, LIBRARY BORROWINGS, & PURCHASED ITEMS 
Visits to our Library branches during the January-March 2023 period are slightly higher than the 
number of visits during the previous quarter: 

Period Visits 
January – March 2023 17,673 
October – December 2022 16,139 
 
Across the Library Service, loans of library items are slightly higher compared to the previous 
quarter: 

Period Loans 
January – March 2023 20,731 
October – December 2022 19,053 
 
Loans from the Mobile Library during January-March 2023 were lower compared to the previous 
quarter due to closure periods and staff leave: 

Period Loans 
January – March 2023 679 
October – December 2022 1,117 
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The use of library e-resources (library subscribed databases) has increased by 11.5% when 
compared to the previous quarter, this is possibly due to the introduction of the new Library App 
which has enabled improved discoverability:  

Period Accesses 
January – March 2023 23,241 
October – December 2022 20,834 
 
The Library continues to purchase new items in both print and electronic formats in line with the 
Collection Development Policy. These items include fiction and non-fiction titles (incl. large print), 
magazines, graphic novels, DVD’s, tabletop games & puzzles, and audiobooks:  

Period Purchases 
January – March 2023 2,512 
 
SUSTAINABLE ORGANISATION 
The Library hosts several in-house book groups, including a teen book group, and also facilitates 
six community book groups. Throughout January-March 2023 we held 4 book group sessions with 
a total of 13 attendees. Afternoon Book Group has been on-hold and will be recommencing in May, 
along with the Reading Circle at Gulgong, and potentially a Reading Circle at Kandos. In addition, 
we host a monthly writing group, and a monthly poetry circle, which averages 6-8 attendees at 
each.  Due to ongoing requests from customers, we will soon be piloting ‘Unplugged Gamers’, a 
monthly tabletop gaming group for adults, which will also incorporate our adult chess program.  
 
Monday History Talks continue to be popular with 2 talks held in the January-March 2023 period, 
with a combined total of 49 attendees. For our talk on Monday 6 March, we were incredibly 
fortunate to be visited by Museums of History NSW who, as part of a state-wide tour, brought three 
of the Carrington Albums (exquisitely handcrafted illuminations), to Mudgee.  
 
The Library continues to foster a lifelong love of books and reading through its early literacy 
initiatives. During January-March 2023, children’s services staff delivered 46 storytime sessions, 
reaching 531 children. The Library also rebranded Bigger Bookworms (now Little Readers) and 
Junior Book Bouncers (now Tall Tales), and during this last quarter delivered 8 face-to-face 
sessions at Mudgee Library, reaching 15 children. 
 
On Thursday 9 March, we held a special storytime event to celebrate Australian Reading Hour for 
24 attendees. During January we also held a Willy Wonka themed school holiday program, 
delivering 11 activities to a total of 70 attendees. Kids Chess Club continues to be hugely popular, 
meeting every second and fourth Wednesday of the month. Last quarter our external trainer 
facilitated 6 sessions, with a total of 77 children attending. 
 
During the 2023 Seniors Festival, the Library partnered with NBN Co to provide several digital 
literacy sessions to the community. An ‘Internet of Things’ session was held which saw 11 seniors 
attend, this was followed by 10x one-on-one appointments with NBN experts who assisted seniors 
with their specific questions or issues. These one-on-one appointments proved to be so successful 
we have now developed an ongoing partnership with NBN Co. to offer 10x 1:1 tech-help sessions 
every two months. During the Seniors Festival we also held a memoir writing workshop, 
unfortunately this wasn’t as popular with only 2 people attending. 
 
On Monday 3 April we hosted Amanda Scotney from Minds Shine Bright who ran her first ever 
writing workshop in NSW, at Mudgee Library. Amanda’s writing has been published extensively 
and she is a judge of the Minds Shine Bright writing competitions. We had 10 eager writing 
enthusiasts attend. 
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Over the coming months, the Library will be concentrating on consolidating our ePlatforms ready 
for the new financial year. This will enable us to be more cost-effective, as well as offering an 
easier solution for customers to access eBooks, eAudiobooks and digital magazines. We aim to go 
from our current offering of four ePlatforms down to two, retaining BorrowBox and IndyReads, and 
dropping Axis360 and Libby. As per the ‘future plans’ in our Collection Development Policy, this will 
then allow us to look at offering a streaming service (such as Kanopy, Hoopla or Beamafilm), as an 
additional feature to our e-resource collection. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 

needs of our community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The Library Services Quarterly Report has been developed in line with the 2022/23 – 2025/26 
Delivery Program. 
 
Council Policies 
Collection Development Policy 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

RACHEL GILL 
MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

13 April 2023 
 
Attachments: Nil  
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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11.2 Request for Exemption from Tender - Mudgee Valley Caravan 
Park Stage 3 Cabins 

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 17 MAY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, FIN300299 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Request for Exemption from 

Tender - Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Stage 3 Cabins; 

2. approve an exemption from tender, in accordance with section 55 (3)(i) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, for the Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Stage 3 Cabins;  

3. note the reasons why a satisfactory outcome would not be achieved by inviting 
tenders are:  

a) the market has been recently tested via public marketplace on 
VendorPanel for the Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Stage 2 project 
(RFT 2021-29) with six responses received and a contract being 
awarded to Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd;  

b) the same organisations would be targeted if we tendered for this 
project (via VendorPanel) and the view is a different result will not be 
achieved by inviting fresh tenders; and  

c) c) that with a significant amount of existing infrastructure at Mudgee 
Valley Caravan Park already therefore recently been provided by 
Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd , a consistent presentation and 
efficiencies in ongoing maintenance can be achieved by working 
with the same supplier;  

4.  delegate authority to the General Manager or their delegate to enter negotiations 
with Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd within the existing budget already provided; 
and  

5.  delegate authority to the General Manager or their delegate to then finalise the 
contract for the Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Cabins Project and approve 
contract variations within the approved budget for the project, provided a 
satisfactory outcome can be negotiated with Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd.  

 

 
Executive summary 
This report seeks to provide information to Council on the intended procurement process for the 
Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Stage 3 Cabins Project including the installation of approximately 20 
new cabins. An exemption from tender is sought as a Request for Tender process has already 
been undertaken recently and any potential tenderers have already been identified through this 
process.  
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Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
This report seeks an Exemption from Tender for the Mudgee Valley Caravan Park Cabins Project. 
At the Council meeting on 19 April 2003, Council resolved (Min 62/23): 
That Council: 

1. receive the report by the Manager, Economic Development on the Mudgee Valley Park            
Expansion; 

2. approve the proposed expansion of the Mudgee Valley Park; 
3. allocate a $6.76 million expenditure budget for the 2023/24 year to be  fully loan funded; 

and 
4. forward a copy of the capital expenditure review to the Office of Local Government as 

required under Section 23A of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The expansion of Mudgee Valley Park through Stage 3 includes the provision of an additional 20 
cabins on site.    
 
An exemption from tender is sought for the procurement of these 20 cabins. This is because 
Council has recently been through a public tender via Vendor Panel that realised 6 submissions 
and resulted in the tender being awarded to Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd.  
 
It is recommended to Council to continue with Hoek Modular Homes Pty Ltd for a number of 
reasons: 

• The competitive process undertaken recently resulted in the Stage 2 tender being awarded 
to Hoek; 

• The consistency of the presentation of the park will be improved by continuing with the 
same supplier; 

• Efficiencies can be realised through using cabins manufactured by the same supplier; 
• Council has been very happy with the workmanship and service of Hoek through the Stage 

2 process. 
 
Section 55(3)(i) of the Local Government Act provides the opportunity for Council to resolve to 
provide an exemption from tender for a contract where, because of extenuating circumstances, 
remoteness of locality or the unavailability of competitive or reliable tenderers, a council decides by 
resolution (which states the reasons for the decision) that a satisfactory result would not be 
achieved by inviting tenders.  
 
This request for exemption is based on the fact that we have already gone to market recently and 
going through a tender process again will not provide a better outcome.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Procurement Policy 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
All works involved in this report have already been included within the budget. No additional budget 
is sought. 
 
Associated Risks 
Risk has been mitigated through the recent Tender process and the successful delivery of the 
cabins for Stage 2. If a successful outcome cannot be negotiated with Hoek, then Council will still 
have the option of going out to the market via tender again. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

27 April 2023 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 12: Reports from Committees 
 
 
Nil 
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Item 13: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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Item 14: Confidential Session 
 
 
Nil
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Item 15: Urgent Confidential Business Without Notice 
 
 

Item 16: Open Council 
 
 

Item 17: Closure 
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