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77 Louee Street RYLSTONE 
 

Ph:  1300 765 002 or (02) 6378 2850 
Fax:  (02) 6378 2815 

Email:  council@midwestern.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
15 May 2024 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

Extraordinary Meeting 
22 MAY 2024 

Public Forum at 5.30pm 
Council Meeting commencing at conclusion of Public Forum 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the above meeting of Mid-Western Regional Council will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 86 Market Street, Mudgee at the time and date indicated above to deal with the 
business as listed on the Meeting Agenda. 
 
The meeting will be live streamed on Council’s website.  
 
Members of the public may address Council at the Public forum, which is held at 5.30pm 
immediately preceding the Council meeting. Speakers who wish to address Council are invited to 
register by 4.00pm on the day prior to the Council Meeting by contacting the Executive Assistant to 
the Mayor and General Manager. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

  
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Acknowledgement of Country 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands on which we meet, the Wiradjuri 
people and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 
 

Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 
Nil  
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Item 4: Corporate Services 
 
 

4.1 Submissions to the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 
2022/25 Delivery Program 

REPORT BY THE FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR  
TO 22 MAY 2024 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, FIN300202, FIN300417 
   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Financial Planning Coordinator on the Submissions to 

the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 2022/25 Delivery Program; 

2. receive all public submissions to the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 2022/25 
Delivery Program as listed below, with the General Manager required to respond 
to each submission as follows: 

2.1 Ms Phillippa Kerrigan and Karl Weatherley be thanked for their 
submissions and Council confirms support to add a budget of $25,000 to 
replace the fence at the Ilford Cemetery;   

2.2 Mr John Stuart be thanked for his submission and note that rather than 
replacing the asset, Council has budgeted $50,000 in 2024/25 to upgrade 
the northern toilet block fittings, painting and lighting; 

2.3 Ms Lisa Riley be thanked for her submission and Council confirms that the 
toilets at the Rylstone Caravan Park can be used by the public as agreed 
with the lessee of the Caravan Park; and 

2.4 Mr Matt Don be thanked for his submission and Council confirms that 
whilst Council will not currently make amendments to the Draft Operational 
Plan, staff will undertake investigations regarding the parking concern; 

3. make the following amendments to the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 
2022/25 Delivery Program including Fees & Charges as exhibited; 

3.1 Community Submissions 

3.1.1 add expenditure for the Ilford Cemetery fence replacement for  
$25,000 to be funded from the asset replacement reserve; 

3.2 Management Submissions 

3.2.1 amend the budget for the MWRC Distributed Battery Energy 
Storage System if grant funding successful to increase the budget 
as follows: 
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- 2024/25 by $3,645,000 to be funded from $3,645,000 grant  

- 2025/26 by $2,159,000 to be funded from $1,305,000 grant 
funding and $854,000 from capital program reserve 

3.2.2 amend the funding source for the Putta Bucca Property Upgrade to 
be from Asset Replacement reserve instead of Capital Program 
Reserve to in 2024/25; 

3.2.3 amend the funding source for the Country University Centre 
Capital, Mudgee Valley Park Security Cameras, Kandos Pool Chair 
Lift and Darton Park Water Bubbler from unrestricted cash to 
Capital Program Reserve;  

3.2.4 increase the expenditure for plant replacement by $192,700 for 
2024/25 to replace workshop hoists; 

3.2.5 remove the additional Council Trainee Program from future years: 

2025/26 - $185,400 

2026/27 - $190,962 

2027/28 - $196,691 

3.3 March 2024 Quarterly Budget Review Statement amendments where 
2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 budgets were amended; 

4. make the following changes to the 2024/25 Fees and Charges as exhibited: 

4.1 The Section 603 certificate fee has been determined to be $100 

4.2 The maximum interest rate on overdue rates and charges will be 10.5% per 
annum; and 

5. note that the amended Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 2022/25 Delivery 
Program will be brought back to Council at the June Ordinary Council Meeting 
for endorsement, including making of the rates. 

 

 

Executive summary 
Council has been through an extensive planning process over the past few months to determine 
which projects and initiatives would be undertaken across the next four financial years, culminating 
in the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and Draft 2022/25 Delivery Program. 
 
Following the public exhibition period, which closes 17 May 2024, this report seeks to consider 
submissions and make recommended changes based on those submissions. At the time of writing 
this report, the exhibition period had not yet closed, therefore some submissions may be tabled at 
the Council Meeting. 
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Disclosure of Interest 
Nil  
 
Detailed report 
At its meeting of 17 April 2024, Council endorsed the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and 2022/25 
Delivery Program to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. The exhibition period 
closes on Friday 17 May 2024, with six public submissions received to date (refer to Attachment 1). 
Submissions received between the finalisation of this report and closure of the exhibition period will 
be added as late attachments.  

FROM SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION COUNCIL RESPONSE 
2.1 Phillippa Kerrigan  
and Karl Weatherley 
(attachment 1) 

Ilford cemetery fence replacement This submission is supported. An 
amendment will be made to the 2024/25 
Operational Plan to add a budget of 
$25,000 to replace the fence at the Ilford 
Cemetery   

2.2 John Stuart 
(attachment 1) 

Mudgee Showground North Toilet is 
unusable, locked to prevent access and in 
need of replacement.  

Rather than replace the toilet block, Council 
will undertake some works to improve the 
Mudgee Showground North Toilet to ensure 
they are up to standard.    

2.3 Lisa Riley 
(attachment 1) 

Public Toilet to be made available at the 
Caravan Park in Rylstone. Installation of 
toilet signs at the Rylstone Swimming hole 
and Showground to help locate toilets at 
the Caravan Park.  

The Council confirms that the public toilets 
are available at the Rylstone Caravan Park 
for use by the public.  

2.4 Matt Don 
(attachment 1) 

Accessible parking – where there is 
accessible parking install a ramp on the 
passenger side rather than the driver’s 
side. For example, On Church St in front 
of Mudgee Friendly Pharmacy and on 
Mortimer St in front of Outside The Square 

The Council confirms that whilst there will 
be no current amendments to the 
Operational plan, investigations will be 
undertaken regarding the parking concern 
to determine best course of action.  

In addition to community submissions, management submissions are also discussed below. These 
include some new initiatives and carry forward projects deferred at the March 2024 Quarterly 
Budget Review. 

The following submissions have been received from Council’s Management Team: 
Previously Approved Budget Changes (not yet included in draft Operational Plan) 
 
3.2.1 Distributed Battery Energy Storage System 
At the 17 April Ordinary Council Meeting, Council resolved to support the investment of the MWRC 
Distributed Battery Energy Storage System. If grant funding is successful, the proposed system will 
cost $5,804,000 to be funded from $4,950,000 million of grants and $854,000 from Council Capital 
Program Reserve. This battery allows the supply of energy outside of solar hours and better adapts 
to energy market conditions.  

Additional Management submissions: 
 
3.2.2 Putta Bucca Property Upgrade Change in Funding 
It is recommended to amend the budget to fund the Putta Bucca Property Upgrade from the Asset 
Replacement program rather than the Capital Reserve Program for $125,000 as the project is to 
upgrade existing assets rather than the development of new assets.  
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3.2.3 Change in Funding Source to Capital Program 
It is recommended to amend the budget to fund the below projects from the Capital Program Reserve: 
 

• Country University Centre Capital $150,000 
• Mudgee Valley Park Security Cameras $15,000 
• Kandos Pool Chair Lift $17,000 
• Darton Park Water Bubbler $8,000 

 

3.2.4 Plant Purchases for Hoist Replacement 
It is recommended to increase the plant purchases budget by $192,700 to bring forward the 
replacement of 3 hoists due to technology advancement restricting the ability to purchase spare parts 
for repairs. For procurement efficiencies it is recommended that the current year planned replacements 
are replaced in 2024/25 so all purchases are made in the same financial year.  

3.2.5 Council Trainee Program removal 
It is recommended to remove the additional Council trainee program from future years. Current 
trainees will continue to be funded.  
   
3.4 March Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
 
At the 15 May Ordinary Council meeting, the March Quarterly Budget Review Statement was 
presented and proposed to defer some budgets from 2023/24 to 2024/25. Therefore, it is 
recommended that any budgets that are approved to be deferred are also reflected in an amended 
Operational Plan for 2024/25. Once these recommendations have been approved, the changes will 
be incorporated into the 2024/25 Operational Plan and presented to Council at the June 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting for adoption. 

CHANGES TO THE 2024/25 FEES AND CHARGES AS EXHIBITED 
Recommended changes to fees and charges after exhibition are: 
4.1 Change Fee amount for section 603 certificate fee 
This fee is a statutory fee that has been recently amended. Under section 603 of the Local 
Government Act, councils may issue a certificate as to the amount (if any) of rates, charges, etc. 
due or payable to the council for a parcel of land. Section 603(2) states the application must be 
accompanied by the approved fee. In accordance with the approved methodology, the approved 
fee for 2024-25 is determined to be $100. This is an increase of $5 from the 2023-24 fee. 

4.2 Change Fee for interest rate on overdue rates and charges 
This fee is a statutory fee that has been recently amended. In accordance with section 566(3) of 
the Local Government Act, it has been determined that the maximum rate of interest payable on 
overdue rates and charges for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 (inclusive) will be 10.5% per 
annum. 

 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide clear strategic direction through the Community Plan, Delivery Program and 

Operational Plans 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Relevant Integrated Planning and Reporting Strategies are considered during the process of 
developing the revised 2022/25 Delivery Program and draft Operational Plan 2024/25, including 
the Community Strategic Plan, and Resourcing Strategies. 
 
Council Policies 
Relevant Integrated Planning and Reporting Policies may influence the way the Delivery program 
and Operational Plan are developed, for example the Asset Management Policy.   
 
Legislation 
Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that:  

1) A council must have a plan (it’s "Operational Plan”) that is adopted before the beginning of 
each year and details the activities to be engaged in by the council during the year as part 
of the delivery program covering that year.  

2) An Operational Plan must include a statement of the Council's revenue policy for the year 
covered by the Operational Plan. The statement of revenue policy must include the 
statements and particulars required by the regulations.   

3) A council must prepare a Draft Operational Plan and give public notice of the draft 
indicating that submissions may be made to the council at any time during the period (not 
less than 28 days) that the draft is to be on public exhibition. The council must publicly 
exhibit the draft operational plan in accordance with the notice.  

4) During the period of public exhibition, the council must have for inspection at its office (and 
at such other places as it may determine) a map that shows those parts of its area to which 
each category and sub-category of the ordinary rate and each special rate included in the 
draft operational plan applies.  

5) In deciding on the final operational plan to be adopted, a council must consider any 
submissions that have been made concerning the draft plan.  

6) The council must post a copy of its operational plan on the council's website within 28 days 
after the plan is adopted.  

 
The revised Delivery Program 2022/25 and draft Operational Plan 2024/25 documents will be 
brought back to Council at the June Ordinary Council Meeting for endorsement and will then be 
made available on Council’s website. 
 
Financial implications 
Operating Performance Ratio – this ratio will decline due to additional expenditure. 
 
Own Source Revenue - this ratio will decline due to additional revenue. 
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2023/24 - - - 

Future Years     - 
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Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 
 

AMANDA AVNELL 
FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

22 April 2024 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Attachment 1 Public Submissions to the Draft Operational Plan.   

2. Attachment 2 QBR Q3 Attachment Mar 24.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 5: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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Item 6: Urgent Confidential Business Without Notice 
 
 

Item 7: Open Council 
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