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POLICY 
 

 

 

 

 

Objective 

To provide guidance and approve the location and standard of grids and/or gates on public roads. 
To ensure that grids and gates are installed and maintained to an acceptable standard. 

Policy 

 All grids and gates on Public roads that are controlled by Council must be approved by Council. 
The landowner is responsible under the Roads Act NSW 1993 for maintenance of the grid and 
gate, the bypass road to the gate and 20m of road on each approach to a grid. 

 Gates shall not be permitted on roads with a traffic volume greater than 10 vehicles per day 
unless they are located adjacent to a grid. All grids are required to have a gate and bypass road 
installed beside them. 

 Use of electrified grids is NOT permitted. 

 In the event of the ownership of the subject property being transferred, so does the 
responsibility of the grid and/or gate. 

Approval 

 Grids and gates shall only be erected at locations approved by Council and as directed by the 
General Manager or his delegate. 

 Approval may be granted to erect a stock grid and/or gate across road reserves subject to the 
applicant’s concurrence with the conditions contained within this policy. The owner or occupier 
of the land must apply to Council to install the stock grid and/or gate on the designated form 
attached to this policy. Such application must be accompanied by the prescribed fee as set out 
in Council’s schedule of fees and charges and the written consent of the adjoining land owner(s) 
if they are acceptable to the application.  

 Prior to permission being granted for the installation of a grid and/or gate, Council will advertise 
in the local newspaper providing 28 days to lodge objections in writing. Notice shall also be 
given to the adjacent land owner/s if their consent is not provided with the application. If 
objections are received a report shall be prepared for submission to Council for determination.  

 Applications will not be accepted if the road is fully fenced or the road is classified as Collector 
and above. For other roads with an average daily traffic volume greater than 20 (ADT > 20), 
only double grids will be permitted, whilst where the volume is less than 20 (ADT < 20), a single 
grid may be accepted. 
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Construction 

 Prior to commencement of works, written approval must be obtained from the General Manager 
or his delegate. 14 days’ notice shall be given to the General Manager or his delegate prior to 
commencing any work - the exact position of the grid and gate as agreed by council must be 
pegged on site and confirmed as satisfactory by Council.  

 The applicant shall fully indemnify Council in relation to the works required and to any and all 
damage to other services including water, electricity supply and communication services. 

 All work must be appropriately sign posted during construction in accordance with Transport for 
NSW (TfNSW) requirements as set out in the Traffic control at work sites (TCAWS) Technical 
Manual. All work is to be undertaken at the owners’ expense and risk. 

 The centre of the grid (or gate if gate only installed) shall coincide with the centreline of the 
road. Grids and gates shall be constructed at right angles to the road centreline. 

 Council requires all grids on roads to meet technical requirements including minimum width, 
loadbearing capacity, materials and visibility markings, according to the type of road (each grid 
must be accompanied by an adjacent gate). In the case of existing but previously unlicensed 
grids, a physical standard below that required for new installations may be accepted at the 
discretion of Council for the life of the current installation. 

 When the grid is on a curve, the cross fall of the grid shall conform to that of the road. The 
surface of the grid shall be 0.5m (± 0.1m) above the natural surface of the surrounding country. 

 Approach ramps shall be constructed for the full width of the running surface of the grid. The 
longitudinal grade of the approach ramps shall be such that the surface levels of the ramps 
deviate from the existing average grade of the road by not more than 1%. The fill used in the 
approach ramps shall be thoroughly compacted and finished to the satisfaction of the General 
Manager or his delegate. 

 The owner shall construct and maintain the approaches for a minimum of 20 metres each side 
of the grid and/or gate and must be fully reinstated and compacted the pavement to the 
requirements of the General Manager or his delegate. The approach surface is to start flush 
with the grid. At 20m from the grid, the road surface is to grade away from the centreline of the 
road at a 6% crossfall. Alternatively, Council may require a one way crossfall of 6%. Council 
may also require the first 20m on each side of the grid to be sealed. The surface shall be 
constructed such that it does not become slippery when wet. Any repair/compaction required to 
be undertaken by Council will be charged for as Private Works. 

 A fully compacted 4m wide bypass road will also need to be constructed around each grid, 
through the adjacent gate. 

 The applicant shall construct drainage under the grid and adjacent gated bypass road, to ensure 
that no damming or ponding shall occur on the roadway. 

 Cattle Grids are to be capable of carrying a W7 or T44 legal axle loading with a factor of safety. 
These are available through a number of manufacturers. Details of the grid proposed to be 
installed and the proposed installation layout shall be submitted to Council for approval with the 
application. 
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 Signs must be erected for any new ramp/grid installed on roads in this Council area which is 
less than 4.8m width, be signed as per Australian Standard 1742.2 - 2009, which requires the 
following: if the grid is less than 4.8m wide, width markers should be erected at the Grid, the 
sign NO OVERTAKING OR PASSING (R6-1a) should be erected 70m to 200m in advance of 
the Grid and Warning signs GRID (W5-16) and ONE LANE (W8-16) should be erected in 
advance of the sign R6- 1a. 

 Details of grid structure, foundations, abutment, approach ramps, horizontal and vertical 
alignment shall be submitted with application and shall be sufficient to guarantee the safe transit 
of vehicles and shall not interfere with the natural drainage of the area. 

 Sufficient guideposts and rails shall be provided to satisfy road traffic safety requirements at the 
specific location. 

 Gates shall be a minimum 4.0 metres wide and be fully functional to enable unimpeded access. 

Maintenance/Repairs 

 Where the Grid/Gate is on a maintained Council Road and has been constructed to Councils 
standards and approved for use by Council, the applicant shall be fully responsible for all 
maintenance and repairs of the gate/grid, signposting and the road approaches either side of 
the gate/grid. 

 Where an existing gate/grid is not being maintained to the appropriate standard, Council will 
serve notice on the occupier/owner to carry out remedial works within 7 days. Failure to comply 
with the notice will result in the levying of penalties as contained in the Roads Act, or 
cancellation of the permit. The General Manager may cancel the permit for failure to carry out 
remedial work or when changes occur to the classification or alignment of the road. 

 The owner or occupier shall be responsible for all removal and road reinstatement costs. The 
permission for any existing gates or cattle grids erected prior to the adoption of this policy shall 
be revised, and the owner or occupier be requested to comply with the current policy where 
deemed reasonable. Where the owner or occupier wishes to transfer permission for the gate or 
grid, they shall apply to Council and be subject to approval from the General Manager or his 
delegate. 

 Any damage caused to the grid, gate etc. by Council or contractors engaged by Council during 
maintenance/construction of the road to be repaired at the owners cost unless proven to be 
negligence of Council. 

Renewal/Removal 

 Council may at any time revoke the approval or alter the above conditions. 

 Where an application is received for the removal of a gate/s and replacement by a grid the 
same conditions shall apply. 
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ROADS ACT NSW 1993 
 
128 Roads authority may grant permit  

(1) A roads authority may permit the occupier of any land through which an unfenced public road 
passes to erect a gate across the road at any place at which the road intersects a boundary 
fence.  

(2) A permit may not be granted with respect to a classified road except with the concurrence of 
the TfNSW. 

(3) A roads authority must cause notice of the granting of the permit to be published in a local 
newspaper. 

(4) The occupier for the time being of the land to which a permit relates is taken to be the holder of 
the permit. 

129 Erection and maintenance of public gates 

(1) The holder of a public gate permit may, at any time after one month from the publication of the 
notice of the granting of the permit, erect a gate in accordance with the permit. 

(2) The holder of a public gate permit must ensure that: 
 
(a) a notice is attached to both sides of the gate bearing the words “PUBLIC GATE” in letters at 
least 75 millimetres high, and 
 
(b) both the gate and the notice are maintained in good condition. 
 
Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

130 Revocation of permit 

(1) The roads authority may at any time revoke a public gate permit. 

(2) The occupier of the land the subject of a public gate permit that has been revoked must 
remove the gate within one month after notice of the revocation is served. 

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

131 Effect of permit 

While a public gate permit is in force, the public gate to which it relates is taken not to constitute a 
public nuisance and does not give rise to an offence against this or any other Act. 

132 Offences with respect to public gates 

(1) A person must not cause any damage to a public gate or to any notice attached to the gate in 
accordance with this Division. 

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units 

(2) A person who opens a public gate must cause it to be closed again immediately after it has 
been used.  

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 
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(3) A person who fails to cause a public gate to be closed is liable for any loss or damage suffered 
by the occupier of the land adjoining the public road on which the gate is situated as a result of 
the gate having been left open.  

133 Construction of by-pass around road gate   

(1) An occupier of land adjoining an unfenced public road across which a public gate is situated at 
the point where the road intersects a boundary fence: 

(a) must not, unless the appropriate roads authority so permits, and 

(b) must, if the appropriate roads authority so requires, 

construct a by-pass for vehicles at the intersection of the road with the boundary fence. 

 Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

(2) The roads authority may not permit or require the construction of a by-pass: 

(a) if the by-pass is to be used in connection with a public gate across a main road, except 
with the concurrence of the TfNSW, and  

(b) if the public gate is part of a rabbit proof, dog proof or marsupial proof fence, except with 
the concurrence of the local rural lands protection board.  

(3) A by-pass is to consist of:  

 (a) a ramp to allow vehicles to be driven over the top of the boundary fence, or  

 (b) a cattle grid or sheep grid located beside the gate,  

and must be constructed in accordance with such specifications as may be approved by the roads 
authority.  

(4) If the appropriate roads authority so requires, the person permitted or required to construct a 
by-pass:  

(a) must construct the by-pass along the line of the road, and  

(b) must re-locate the gate beside the by-pass. 

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

(5) The occupier for the time being of land to which a permit relates is taken to be the holder of the 
permit. 

134 Notice board to be erected at by-pass 

(1) The occupier of land on which a by-pass is constructed must ensure that: 

(a) a notice, in the form required by the appropriate roads authority, is exhibited on a 
conspicuous notice board near each end of the by-pass, and 

(b) both the by-pass and the notice are maintained in good condition. 

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

(2) A notice may prohibit vehicles exceeding a specified laden weight from being driven over the 
by-pass. 
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(3) If the appropriate roads authority requires a person to construct a by-pass, that authority may 
contribute to the cost of construction and erection of the notices. 

135 Closing of by-pass 

(1) A by-pass may be closed and the notices relating to the by-pass may be removed:  

(a) if the public gate in connection with which the by-pass was constructed is removed, or  

(b) if the fence of which the by-pass forms part is made rabbit proof, dog proof or marsupial 
proof.  

(2) A person who closes a by-pass:  

(a) must give notice of the closure to the appropriate roads authority before or immediately 
after the closure, and 

(b) must take such steps as the appropriate roads authority directs to ensure the safety of 
persons using the road.  

136 Revocation of by-pass permit  

(1) The roads authority may revoke a permit given with respect to a by-pass by means of a notice 
served on the holder of the permit.  

(2) The occupier of the land the subject of the permit must, within the time specified in the notice:  

(a) remove the by-pass and its notices, and  

(b) take such steps as are specified in the notice to ensure the safety of persons using the 
road.  

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units.  

137 Offences 

(1) A person must not:  

(a) drive a vehicle over a by-pass in contravention of a notice displayed in connection with 
the by-pass, or  

(b) wilfully damage or remove a notice displayed in connection with a by-pass, or  

(c) wilfully obstruct or damage a by-pass.  

Maximum penalty: 10 penalty units. 

(2) A person who causes damage to a by-pass as a result of driving a vehicle over the by-pass in 
contravention of such a notice is liable for:  

(a) the cost of any repairs to the by-pass necessary as a result of the contravention, 
and  

(b) any loss or damage suffered by any other person as a result of the damage to the 
by-pass. 
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